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CHAPTEE I. 



PRIVATE LIFE. 



A WOMAN has passed from among us who seems 
to deserve some memorial. Dying at the age of 
thirty-eight, Mary Crudelius left behind her a 
finished work of the utmost value to her sex and 
country. This work — the Edinburgh Ladies' Edu- 
cational Association — was entirely, or as entirely 
as any work could be, conceived and originated by 
Mrs Crudelius ; at the time of its first beginning 
a very young woman, and during her whole short 
life a very delicate one. 

Mary M'Lean was the eldest daughter of William 
M'Lean, a merchant in Bury, Lancashire. She 
was bom 23rd February 1839. Both her parents 
were natives of Dumfriesshire — a fact they were 
always glad to remember. Mrs Crudelius was thus 
an Englishwoman of Scotch parentage. Her early 
home and education were those of her class and 
country; in no respect inferior certainly. The 
position of her family was that called ^ easy circum- 
stances ' — equally removed from great wealth and 
from any degree of poverty, and the characters of 
both parents were such as formed for their children 
a happy home. Part of Mary's education was 
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received at Miss TurnbuUs boarding-school for 
young ladies in Edinburgh, and that there or else- 
where her studies had been thorough, as far as they 
went, was suflSciently testified by the excellence of 
her English style. What led her first to desire for 
herself and others a wider culture, it would be 
difficult to say ; not certainly the vague general 
longing for occupation which afflicts so many of 
her sex. 

Mrs McLean knew how to find suitable occu- 
pation within their home for her daughters. Mary's 
at one time consisted of the interesting task of 
tending and training her younger sisters, and on 
the 24th September, 1861, at the age of twenty- 
two, she married Rudolph Crudelius, of the firm of 
Crudelius, Hirst & Co., Leith. This was a match 
entirely of affection. Mr Crudelius was a young 
German, whose acquaintance Mary M'Lean had 
made at the house of their mutual friend, Mr 
Kussel, of Claremont Park, Leith, during her holi- 
days from school while at Miss TurnbulFs in 
Edinburgh. 

At first the circumstances of the young couple 
were narrow, but, as years passed on, prudence and 
industry attained to that modest competence which 
forms the most suitable stage for the display of 
both moral and intellectual excellence. 

The first years of Mrs Crudelius' married life gave 
her two daughters, the only children she ever had. 
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Her husband's occupation in Leith led to their 
residence in Edinburgh, at first at Chapelside, 
Trinity, nearly equally distant between Edinburgh 
and Leith, afterwards at 14 Inverleith Terrace. 
Her husband's frequent absence from home on 
business gave the opportunity for a correspondence, 
of which one side alone numbers above seventeen 
hundred letters. Mr and Mrs Crudelius wrote to 
each other daily while divided by distance, and 
Mr Crudelius has with beautiful confidence placed 
in my hands a selection from these letters, of which 
I here offer a few specimens as evidence of the 
perfect affection which existed between husband 
and wife, and as showing the entirely womanly 
character of the writer. 

' lOtk June, 1865. 
'To-day we saw a young couple evidently on 
their marriage tour, a maid with them. How I 
envied them, miuus the maid! I can't fancy having 
a maid with one on a wedding tour. Do you know, 
all the five miles on the sand to-night, I was 
thinking of nothing but our contemplated few days 
in the Highlands in the autumn. You do not 
know how I am looking forward to that. You 
cannot ; you have not time ; but when you have, 
I wonder very much if you ever long to have a 
sort of repetition of these pleasant Welsh and Isle 
of Wight days of '61. To me there is nothing 
yet to compare with a solitary ramble for a few 
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days with you in its prospect of pleasure. I do 
hope it may not be dashed aside again, as it has 
been three times now. 

. . . * Let me tell you my great favourit(% 
Stuart Mill, does not depreciate Tories so des- 
perately, at least his general principles don't, and 
I would sooner have you a consistent Tory than 
a Whig, as I understand it. 

. . . . ^Thorough-going good Tories are 
fifty times better than a milk-and-water set like 

A B , who got his seat in parliament 

(this being a notable fact) by professing opinions 
which he voted against his first opportunity. 

. . . 'My dearest, I would not, if you 
were going to the poll to give the weight of your 

vote to one of two, A B or J. S. Mill 

— I would not lift a hand to influence you, so pure 
^nd high a thing do I hold a well-thought out and 
consistent political faith; but though I would 
never influence vour immediate action, I should 
try all I could to convert your belief. 

. . . . ' I tell you. if we both live for ten 
years to come, and you give your mind at all to 
study the " signs of the times," you will see that 
you must change. Any way, old man, be as Tory 
as you like, but don't be that miserable half-and- 
between creature (w^hich, to some' extent, during 
my present transition state, I can't help being 
myself), that mockery of all progress, that falsifier 
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of the future and libeller of the past, the luke- 
warm, weather-cocky, " Liberal Conservative. 



" f 



' Chapelside, IMh Sept, 1865, 
' My own darling, — Many thanks for your 
letter. I do not understand what I can have said 
to make you think I was not happy on Sunday. 
All that I wrote sprang from a feeling of great 
happiness, although accompanied by great fears 
for a relapse into my old weakness. 

'You are right in saying that the deepest and 
fundamental part of religion lies solely between 
one's own heart and God, but I think that we are 
not intended to shut up all religious thoughts 
in our own breast. Between dear friends — and 
especially between so near and dear friends as 
husband and wife ought to be — religion should be 
the acknowledged and fostered basis of life. If 
we do not talk of religion to one another, if we 
do not compare thoughts and experiences, if we 
do not study our forms of belief together, how 
are we to teach our children the word and the 
way of God ? or if only one is to do it, which 
is it to be? for it is not possible we can leave 
them to grow up to find all these things for 
themselves. They are ours to train in the right 
way, and if we are not in unison with each other, 
how are we to give them "a sound form of 
doctrine," and enable them not only to learn to 



f) MRS CRUDELIUS. 

have faith, but "to give a reason for the faith 
that is in them ? '* 

' I dislike very much indiscriminate talking of 
holy things, that forcible dragging in of God s 
name on all occasions, which so many really well- 
meaning people do, and which only serves to bring 
ridicule on the subject ; but that you and I, husband 
and wife, living together, we hope, not only for 
now, but for ever, should habitually and of mutual 
consent, shut out from our conversation the one 
subject which ought to be the mainspring of our 
lives, and live completely in the ways of the 
world, expecting that God will take what little 
time we give Him in our secret hearts, when He 
has expressly said that He will be honoured by 
our lips also — to do this is erring as far in the 
opposite direction. " Out of the fulness of the 
heart the mouth speaketh." We know how true 
that is in the daily joys and sorrows of our lives ; 
is it not likely to hold as true in the case of that 
fulness of heart, which, when it comes, is deeper 
and more exceeding than any other ? Is not too 
often the expressed opinion of dislike to speak 
of good things merely the salving over to ourselves 
and to others of the real truth, that that fulness 
of heart does not belong to us, that we live in 
the world, and are of the world, thinking or acting 
as if we thought that our being placed here made 
it a necessity for us to be in and of the world 
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that the daily round of work and pleasure make 
up the sum of duty, and that if we have done that 
which we take up willingly as duty, there is 
nothing more required of us ? It is a mistake. 
God does require more of us. He requires that 
our duties should be taken up and done, not as 
a worldly necessity, but in His spirit. He requires 
that we set in His name a guard upon our lips 
and upon our thoughts. He requires that we 
cleanse our hearts and fix them less on things 
of earth than on things above, and He requires 
that when occasion comes we should acknowledge 
Him in our speech. "Whoso is ashamed of me, 
of him will I be ashamed when I come in my 
kingdom.'' And all this reticence of ours, taken at 
its best, is a species of shame. It must be no 
more so with us, darling, with each other. Don't 
think I am turning ascetic, or going to be of those 
who think that one must forswear all innocent 
enjoyments. There is not a power God has given 
us which was intended to lie dormant, and I 
think the "unco guid" people have made a great 
mistake in thinking they cannot take God with 
them into all their pleasures. They make Him 
a taskmaster and not a Father 

' Chapelside, oth June 1866. 
'My own precious love, — ^Many thanks for 
your kind long letter received this morning. There 
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was a sad tone in it which went to my very heart, 
but I trust the letter I wrote to you on Sunday 
may have dissipated the feeling from which it 
rose. It was strange that I should have written 
it very likely at the very time you were writing 
to me. We. have so many instances of that strange 
electric sort of sympathy, that I think we ought 
to believe from that, if from nothing else, that 
we are one of those married couples, of whose life 
Tennyson so beautifully writes, calling such a 
union "the two-celled heart beating with one 
full pulse — ^life." 

. . . . * Oh, my darling, only believe that 
I would not have you different in any way 
from what you are. It is no fault of your own 
that you have not time to cultivate tastes with 
me ; you do better, my darling, you do your 
duty in that state of life to which it has pleased 
God to call you, and that is the highest aim of 
all. If I could only be well, all that morbor 
would disappear again. I am not unhappy, my 
own ; do not think that. To be dispirited and 
nerveless, and low, is not necessarily to be un- 
happy. As for a literary man, to tell the truth 
I am afraid I should soon get tired of going 
upon mental stilts ! Only love me always as you 
do now. You don't know how my heart goes out 
to you 

* I hope to hear that you are happier soon about 
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me. When can you come to me? I am just 
pining for you. — With dearest love and God's best 
blessings on you, I am your very own Wifey.' 

1 ' Stand Lodge, 2Sth May, 1867.. 

' I have seen no comments at all on J. S. Mill's 
motion on Women's Suflfrage. You know the two 
Manchester papers are opposed to each other on' 
this point, and the ''Guardian" says no more beyond 
giving facts, and quietly ignores the whole matter. 
The " Saturday Eeview " has always been rather 
against it, but it shows how little it really knows 
of people's temper in the matter, when it repeatedly 
prophesied that if Stuart Mill brought it to a vote, 
he might possibly get one member to side with 
him, but certainly not more. 

*The "Spectator" has generally been in favour 
so I suppose it only objects to the narrow limits 
within which the demand is made. The "West- 
minster Eeview" has for thirty years advocated it 
from time to time, the " Law Times " is in favour, 
the " Pall Mall Gazette " in favour, if anything ; 
and a great number of the best provincial papers. 
I send you one of the best papers which has been 
written on the subject, and shall be glad if you 
will read it.' 

These extracts have been selected as illustrating 
what Mrs Crudelius was in domestic life, and as 
giving her opinions on some subjects. 

^ Her parents' Louse in Lancashire. 
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This, by far her longest and most complete 
correspondence, contains only an occasional allusion 
to her life s work. The circumstance can easily 
be understood. Numbers of strictly personal 
matters occupied the spouses' busy pens during 
Mr Crudelius' frequent but generally short absences. 
' The business of the Association involved an immense 
deal of writing on pressing practical points. This 
was naturally not repeated in the daily letter to 
Mr Crudelius. 

Such allusions as these of the next two letters 
may be given for their rarity, and as giving some 
faint insight into the life of patient toil, which 
Mrs Crudelius' then was. 

' Chapelside, 2iih Nov., 1867. 

. . . . 'We have got Professor Bennett's 
and Liston's names to our list,^ and are likely to 
get more. Syme decidedly declined, but very 
courteously and pleasantly, on the ground that he 
considered the professors and examiners ought 
to devote their whole energies to their College 
duties — rather an impossibility when College duties 
leave them so large a margin of time. He seemed 
a little staggered by my suggesting to him that 
margin of time, and the way in which it is 
employed — often in giving desultory and uncon- 
nected lectures to different societies — with the idea 

^ i,e. Of Members of the proposed EducHtional Association. 
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that it would at least be a change for the better 
if they devoted it to helping the other half of 
the community in their efforts for thorough mental 
training. However, he seemed to be against the 
principle of extra-mural work being done by intra- 
mural men. So, of course, we did not urge him, 
as his name would not have the weight that some 
of those we have got will in such a scheme as ours. 
Of course I don't for one moment deny his immense 
authority in his own matters.' 

* Chapelside, loth March, 1868. 

. . . . ' M put me so dreadfully about 

on Friday that I have been ailing ever since. I 
can't enter into details just now more than to say 
that his wife forgot the order (I wanted him to 
take me to the meeting) and he had gone out. I 
had the three servants out looking for a cab, and 
Murray too, and I was in such a state of excite- 
ment that when Murray brought Merrilees I could 
scarcely walk down the garden to the cab. I 
scarcely know how I got through the meeting, and 
got every point carried. It is like a dream to me. 
I know I did well, because two or three strange 
ladies came up to me wanting to shake hands, and 
paying me compliments of all sorts.' 

It was before this time that the writer made 
Mrs Crudelius' acquaintance, and she well re- 
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members the meeting here mentioned. The first 
impression then made by Mrs Crudelius on a 
stranger was of a pale, quiet woman, looking 
considerably older than her years, and with a 
peculiar sort of sadness in her face truly betokening 
(as supertitiously supposed) an early death. 

A short acquaintance sufficed to show that the 
sad expression was a physical one. Mrs Crudelius 
was of a lively temper and ready conversation. In 
her domestic and social duties she was entirely 
exemplary, not unconscious perhaps of the strong 
weapon furnished to the enemies of her sex by 
every woman who neglects the minutiae of duty for 
what some may suppose higher or wider interests. 
Mrs Crudelius, however, did not need the added 
reason for doing her part as wife, mother, and 
hostess perfectly. She had no dislike df detail, and 
had an unaflfected pleasure in society. A few 
selections from her letters to her husband have 
been placed before this to show the quality of her 
affections. The letters abound with information 
about her children and their state of health and 
progress, but when asked, as she often was, regard- 
ing her educational views for her daughters, she 
was wont to say she had none that were at all 
uncommon. She thought it would be a misfortune 
to children to be considered specimens of some 
special system of education, and hers received 
merely the best she could obtain for them without 
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any extraordinary effort. Her children were bright, 
healthy, and happy, too young to sympathise or 
understand their mother's struggle at the time of 
founding her Association. The writer remembers 
Mrs Crudelius at this time as a person continually 
visiting without seeming to like it, and, truth to 
tell, few or none liked her visits. She was a woman 
with a mission, and a mission so vague that she 
was in so much more dreadful than the woman 
who whips out her collection-book, and can be 
dismissed with a shilling. 

Mrs Crudelius v/ished people to listen to her, 
and every one had their own affairs, and listened 
when they must with an unwilling attention. 
' What does she want ? ' was the question even of 
i:)ersons not unfriendly to her. Some suspected her 
of self-interested motives. ' It was some sort of 
school she wanted to set up — not for herself, but 
some friends of hers.' When she first began her 
canvass in Edinburgh for members for her Associa- 
tion, no one person certainly knew what her object 
was. No one either then or since said Mrs Crudelius 
did not know it herself. She pursued it through 
evil report and good report with an entire self- 
forgetfulness till she succeeded in the manner which 
will be shown in future chapters. These had best 
continue the fragments selected as pourtraying her 
domestic life, character, and opinions. 



U MRS CRUDELIUS. 



CHAPTEE 11. 

PRIVATE LIFE — Continued. 

'Chapelside, 26ih April, 1870. 

. . . . * Thanks for the "Times." I suppose 
you sent it on account of the article on "Edinburgh 
University and the Ladies." I am very glad that 

it pitches into C and L , especially the 

latter. I wonder how the former will like being 
referred to in the way he is ? 

. . . . 'Mrs Burton and her boys are coming 
to take Tucky home, and the children are in the 
seventh heaven of bliss, not for Tucky going, but 
for the boys coming.* 

The following letter 'was written during a 
summer holiday in Germany, with her children 
and a friend : — 

* la PoRTicus Strasse, Dresden, 
llth June, 1870. 

. . . . 'Yesterday we did not go out till 
evening, as we had Lohengrin to study, my letters 
to write, and Herr SchmoUe's lesson to preside at. 
In the evening we had a great treat. I question, 
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however, if perhaps you would have cared much 
about the music — it is too classical. I was 
delighted ; the charm grew every moment, and 
I could almost have cried at the end, though Tm 
not given to theatre crying. The story is from 
the Arthurian legends, and is of Elsa of Brabant, 
who was wrongfully accused of making away with 
her brother the heir to Brabant. A knight comes 
to the rescue whom she has before seen in a sort 
of vision, and names as her knight. He comes 
from the sky drawn by a white swan. He will 
marry her after he defeats her accuser, but he 
makes the condition, to which she agrees, that 
she never asks his name, or from whence he comes. 
This she agrees to, and the marriage takes place. 
In the meantime, Ortrud, the accuser^s wife, a 
sort of witch, tempts Elsa, and tries to persuade 
her that her only chance of keeping her husband 
is to make him declare his name. So the evening 
of their marriage when they are left alone she does. 
While they are talking Elsa's accuser breaks into 
the room, and in defending himself Elsa's husband 
kills him. He orders men to take the body before 
the king, and tells Elsa to prepare to go also, when 
he will tell who he is. So in the last scene, which 
is on the same shore as the first, he announces 
that he is one of the knights of the holy Grail, 
w^ho are chosen for their purity, but are only 
allowed to defend people on earth as long as they 
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can preserve, their incognito. While he singvS, 
the swan and the boat reappear, and the end is 
that he is carried away again amidst all the 
wailing of the people. 

' Now about the music. I am enchanted with it. 
It is so perfectly constructed. There was not 
one single phrase of ornamentation, not one note 
that could be dispensed with. The recitatives 
are wonderful. The airs will never catch the ear, 
for there is almost no repetition in them. Every 
note suits to the word which goes with it. Another 
thing struck me, the wonderful imitation of the 
noise of a crowd. Mostly, you never lose the idea 
that the crowd has been rehearsed, and all the 
shouting is done — well, I don't know how to say it, 
like a chorus where every one has learnt his part. 
This music is quite different. Perfectly musical, 
perfectly harmonious, and yet all the different 
elements of a crowd clearly distinguishable. There 
were no singers known to any of us in England, 
but they sang very well indeed, and all pretty 
equal. Lohengrin (the knight of Grail) was admir- 
ably represented. The man was very good looking, 
had quite the face of one of the Christs in the 
gallery. I should like to hear it again. 1 shall 
l)ring home the libretto, which is also written by 
Wagner. I am quite won over to admiration for 
his music, but it is music that it seems a shame 
to mutilate by taking out parts and playing or 
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singing them separately. But Tm not going to 
write any more about it ; you must sometime go 
yourself.. I was very much pleased with Herr 
SchmoUe's lesson yesterday. He is fearfully par- 

. ticular, but very kind, and seemed delighted with 

' the children.' 

' Chapelside, 12th Feb., 1871. 

. . . . ^ I have been at the concert and am 
still alive, and, after shaking myself, I do believe I 
am no worse for it I certainly was very tired, for 
although not a thing was repeated, we did not get 

home till six o'clock It was such a 

treat ! Think only, an overture of Beethoven's, a 
concerto (Halld and orchestra) of Schumann's, and 
Beethoven's pastoral symphony; then Mendelssohn's 
''Hebriden" (which you know I am so fond of), 
and a delicious suite for the orchestra of Bach's, 
and Wagner's " Tannhatiser " overture to finish. 
And Stockhausen's singing is simply perfect, at 
least of German songs. He sang a French song, 
too, splendidly, but he seems so "at home" in 
German songs, and we had three exquisite ones 
from him. 

*I just give a sigh of delight every now and 
then when I think of it all. I feared I could not 
sit through it, I got so tired by the time the 
interval came ; but to be there in a comfortable, 
warm seat, and* to go before "Hebriden," "Tann- 
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hatiser/' Bach, or Stockliausen's three Gennan songs 
was not to be dreamt of. We were, if anything^ 
rather too near, but the playing is so perfect that 
you only find new beauties by nearness/ 

The note following refers to Miss Blyth's pro- 
posal for a rotation of classes in the Association, 
of which more will be seen afterwards. 

' Chapelside, 15ih Feb., 1871. 

. . . . *You will not mind a short note 
to-day, as you know it is my campaign day. How- 
ever, I am quite easy about it. It will be pleasant 
if I win, and, if I lose, I retire altogether from the 
Association, even from membership, not of course 
out of pique, but because I could not conscientiously 
support its basis. You will be puzzled which to 
wish may have happened.' 

A blank of six years occurs between this note and 
the next entrusted to me by Mr Crudelius. These 
were the years of activity for the Association — 
frequently interrupted by ill-health. Before the 
next date, a complication of maladies had led to 
Mrs Crudelius spending part of the year in the 
South at a hydropathic establishment. The last 
letters of this correspondence are dated from 
thence. 
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' LoNGTON Hall, 23rd March, \%TI. 

. . . . ' This is simply to be about the exaliii/ 
Everything else must wait till to-morrow. I wish 

Madame would be more explicit about her 

*' highest authority." 

'All I can say is, that the preface to the uni- 
versity regulations recommends (Students to take 
only the common subjects first. Ask May to show 
it you. But I shall send off a note by this post 
to Professor Calderwood to ask him, and as he is 
secretary, and has the management of the whole 
thing, I think he may be regarded as the " highest 
authority." Do not settle anything with Madame 

till I have his answer. If it be as I think 

it will — ^that the common subjects can be taken 
alone — then I think May ought to go in for it. 
Better to be modest, and do what you attempt, 
than to try too much. In extra subjects I think 
she would pass with honours in German, but I 
don't know any other that she is fairly up to. And 
she must not cram. She works steadily and solidly 
always, and I want with her to avoid the great evil 
of these examinations, both for men and women, 
of cramming. If two extra subjects have to be 
taken, I agree with May that she had better leave 
it for a year. 

' I must stop, for my bath-chair is coming 

^ That of her daughter by the University local Examiners. 
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directly. My heart has been very full all day, and 
longing very much for home. — ^All love from your 

own WiFEY. 

* Remember that under no circumstances would 1 
wish May to go in for what she does not feel equal 
to, but she is probably sujffering from a little 
nervous depression after her illness, which will 
wear ojff in a day or two/ 

' LoNGTON Hall, 24itk March 1877. 

' Many thanks, my own darling, for writing at 
once to tell me about yesterday.^ I could ascertain 
nothing certain about the morning services here, 
so gave up the idea of going to Church, but I told 
Carrie^ I should like to be alone for an hour or two, 
so from 10.30 to 12.30 I was thinking of my child. 
At 11 o'clock I began to read such parts of the 
morning service as I thought would be used, and 
then went on to the confirmation service. 

'I thought communion would follow for the 
n^wly confirmed. I think it does in England. 
May must be left to her own feelings about the 
matter. I think she should, if she feels able for it, 
go to the first possible. Perhaps Hatti^ will go 
with her. I hope Hatti will write me a full 
ax^count ; tell her so. 

^ Day of her eldest daughter's confinnation. 

' Miss Jeffrey, who was Mrs Crudelius* companion at Loi^ton 
HaiL 

*■ Miss MacLean^ Mrs CrudeliW sister. 



PRIVATE LIFE. 21 

^I knew my darling would look lovely in the 
'dress I chose for her, and perhaps next week you 
will have her photographed for me.' 

•*'LoNGTON Hall 27th March, 1877. 

. . ^ . ' I enclose you Dr Calderwood's reply. 
You see I was right. The board recommend only 
the common subjects on a first appearance. I am 
less ambitious for May to pass brilliant crammed 
-examinations than for her to have a solid training, 
well tested. I expect by the year after next 
perhaps she may be able to go in for the highest 
university certificate, but she will not do it if she 
is floored now by too much cramming. 

' I quite agree with you that the coaching class 
will be of benefit to her, but do you not see that if 
the coach only goes over old ground (i.e., common 
subjects), May would be obliged, if she went in for 
two specials, to work them up herself, in addition 
to this extra class ? I do not mind people wonder- 
ing about May going in so modestly. I want her 
future to be healthy and happy, and that would be 
ruined by allowing too great a strain now. Do you 
see what I mean ? 

' I am thinking too, of the tax upon her nerves 
of the confirmation and the preparatory classes, and 
I know that May went into it with a grave sense 
of responsibility. The child is not old enough nor 
strong enough to bear so much nervous strain. 
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l^iese are my views, but, of course, act as you 
think best/ \ 

Just four months after this date, on the 27th 
July, 1877, Mrs Crudelius died in her own house, 
14 Inverleith Terrace. 
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CHAPTER IIL 



THE ASSOCIATION, 



Mrs Crudelius herself may be allowed to tell 
as much as she thought fit to tell her colleague^ and 
the public of the first establishment and constitu- 
tion of her Association. She did not tell them or 
any one the amount of labour it cost her to bring 
about the results which she summed up for their 
information in her speeches, at the first meetings 
of the Association. The first meeting at which 
the writer was present — ^that at which the speech 
{printed at the end of this chapter) was read by 
Mrs Crudelius — was held in Mrs DanieFs house 
in Inverleith Terrace, and was the first at all 
formal general meeting. The small very really esxr 
ecutive committee then consisted of Mrs Crudelius 
herself, Mrs Daniel, whose devoted labours in 
assisting her are often mentioned in her corres- 
pondence, and Mrs Ranken- Their advisers were 
chiefly Dr Arthur Mitchell, . (Mrs Crudelius' next 
door neighbour at Chapelside) Professor Masson, 
and Professor Laurie. 

The little circumstance which led to the first 
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course of lectures being given in 1867-68 instead of 
1868-69 is told in the following pages. 

Mrs Crudelius and her first executive committee 
had somewhat unwillingly determined to delay 
their first course of lectures a year from the period 
of their deliberation, to admit of fuller organization 
l)efore commencing work, when Mrs Crudelius 
learnt — first indirectly, and then it would appear 
by an intimation from the secretary to the 
Franchise Association — that Professor Masson had 
agreed to lecture to ladies that winter. Mrs 
(yfudelius' strong administrative faculty at once 
fthowed her all the danger of this arrangement to 
lier infant scheme, and while one and another of 
lier associates considered her action undignified, 
petty, unnecessary, she lost no moment in en- 
deavouring to bring about a union between the 
two bodies of lady candidates for professorial 
h^cturcs. The following letter is found in pencil, 
not entirely in Mrs Crudelius' own hand- writing, 
})ut there can be no doubt the original — of which 
this is a copy — was sent in essentially the same 
teims to Miss M *Laren, secretary to the Association 
in Edinburgh for obtaining the parliamentary fran- 
chise for women, with the result desired. 

* In acknowledging your kind note of this date, 
allow me to say that its perusal excited mingled, 
feelings of pleasure and disquietude. Mrs Nichol 
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was quite right in saying I should be interested in 
hearing o^ the proposed lectures, and perhaps told 
you of the strong grounds I have for interest in 
any scheme of the kind. I am pleased to find that 
the feeling for the necessity of something higher 
than we yet have in the education of women, is so 
widely diffused, and is finding simultaneous expres- 
sion from so many points. My disquietude arises 
from the fear of splitting into parties, and dividing 
amongst several small bodies the energy for work, 
and claim for a hearing, which, concentrated, 
would be almost irresistible in its force. My 
S}Tnpathies have always been so strong in the 
education question, as bearing upon women, that 
knowing the franchise question was in good hands 
in Edinburgh, and not hearing of any real work 
being done in that where my feelings were stronger, 
perhaps only from their longer establishment, I 
took up a little work which I hope is prospering. 
We (some fifty ladies), constitute an Association 
under the title of the Edinburgh Ladies' Educa- 
tional Association, the objects of which are the 
furtherance of any desirable scheme which may 
advance the higher education of women, and the 
first work of which is to be the establishmeilt of 
very advanced classes for girls or women over 
seventeen or eighteen years of age. We wish as 
far as possible to make these answer to the training 
which young men receive in the University, and 
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although each class will be in a measure complete 
in itself, yet it will be desirable to make it also 
form only one part of a course of thorough mental 
training in all desirable branches. . Personally, I 
am averse to the establishment of a local college at 
present. At this time the "women's question" 
is seething and working so i;auch in the public 
mind, that within the next few years we may 
expect many important and almost vital changes, . 
and I cannot but think it a pity to start anything 
at present, which is not capable by its simplicity 
of adaptation and enlargement as the ultimate end 
of the present struggle gradually develops itself. 
I know that I have many opponents in that 
opinion, and I am quite open to conviction, but 
at present I confess I see more chance of a scheme 
tiding over the coming changes, the less cumber- 
some in its constitution it is, so long as simplicity 
in the details does not interfere with the thorough- 
ness of work done. Our scheme, as it at present 
stands, has received the names of more than half 
of the Senatus Academicus as approving of it, also 
many gentlemen of influence in educational matters 
are among our honorary members. Professor 
Masson is one of those who approve of the 
Association, and the only reason we have not 
started this winter is that we wish to have the 
thing thoroughly weighed and considered, so as to 
ensure, as far as possible, permanency. Would it 
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be impossible to join? By the same post which 
brought your note, I have received another on the 
same subject, asking if the letters of which you 
speak are in connection with our Association. In 
the same way that I think aU possible energies 
should be concentrated in one body for working 
the political reform in one position, I think that 
all possible energies should be concentrated in one 
body for the advancement of higher education, 
and, moreover, that so far as possible, they should 
be kept distinct. I was warned from London of 
the difficulty there would be in working the two 
together, which has been the sole reason, why, 
until now, you have not been canvassed (nor my 
friend Mrs Lemmi) for our Association. We arrived 
only lately at the conclusion that we were now a 
strong enough body of mixed opinions, to ask those 
who were interested more strongly in the franchise 
movement to join us and help to swell our numbers 
if they could not give us work. This has been my 
reason for withdrawing myself from active work 
in that branch to which you have devoted yourself. 
I have every right to be numbered amongst the 
firm friends of all true progress ; I was one of the 
first fifteen hundred women who sent a petition to 
parliament, have signed and got what signatures 
I could since, and quietly working, shall be glad 
to help you as far as I can. My real work and 
energy are however dedicated to the advancement 
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of education — if the little I can do is worth any- 
thing — and for the reason expressed in another 
part of my letter, I must decline to be one of your 
committee. My name is so much mixed up with 
the Educational Association, that I think I am 
bound to sacrifice a little of my own feeling, where 
I find the indulgence of it would go against that. 
My refusal is no real loss to you who know me 
and all my family to be friendly ; my acquiescence 
in your request would I know cost the educational 
phase something so far as our Association bears 
upon it, and is worthy of attention. I forgot to 
say that the numbers of the professors who have 
signified approval of our scheme, does not represent 
the whole senatus. To several we have not yet 
had time to apply ; only one has refused, and that 
not on grounds referable to our sex, — two have not 
yet sent me their names. To-day I sent away my 
last prospectus or I would have enclosed one. 
Would it be possible to meet and talk over this 
matter? I shall be in town on Monday, but I 
could have no answer ; I could meet you anywhere 
in town on Tuesday if you can let me know. 
Although I have written you at so much length, 
a short conversation would do more work, and I 
do think both working for one grand common 
object we should endeavour to unite.' 

At the meeting referred to in the annual report 
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as taking place on the 29th October, Mrs Crudelius 
said : — 

'It appears to me that the business for this 
meeting may be divided into two heads — 

' 1st To constitute ourselves a regular body with 
the necessary officers, and a sub or executive 
committee; to determine as far as possible our 
functions and purposes, to resolve upon periodical 
meetings for the discharge of our business, and 
to form rules for the future and general admission 
of members after the present necessity for private 
canvassing has passed away. 

*2nd. We have to discuss the lecture scheme 
which has been the immediate object of our origin- 
ating this Association ; to receive Mr Laurie's 
report as to our chances of getting a professor this 
winter, and to consider what practical arrangements 
such report necessitates, in the event of the 
delivery or non-delivery of the lectures. For, I 
think you will all agree with me that it is the 
high nature of the lectures which it is important 
to study, more than their immediate delivery. If 
we organise ourselves into an Association to whom 
all educational matters have interest, and whose 
object is especially to help, in all possible ways, to 
give a higher tone and a broader basis to the 
education of girls (I use the word education in its 
fuller sense — not meaning simply instructiorty but 
training) y if we have our periodical meetings, and 
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keep the machinery in good working order then, 
if, possibly, we fail in starting lectures this winter, 
we shall, by next October, be a body sufficiently 
numerous and important to command respect, and, 
it is possible, sufficiently rich to do away with the 
risks which, I confess, trouble me a little at present. 
'It has been suggested, as I said at our first 
meeting, that we should engage a first-rate lecturer, 
and advertise immediately that on such a day 
would commence a course of lectures by him on a 
certain subject, and that we should continue adver- 
tising every week until the day came. That plan 
might have done very well had we wanted simply 
a course of lectures. But we wanted more than 
that. We want, as our prospectus says, to inaugu- 
rate a new class of teaching here — new, so far as 
the eminence of the teachers and the sex and later 
age of the pupils are concerned. We want to have 
something that will not die away after a possibly 
brilliant success of one winter, but which will 
continue to grow and expand its limits until we 
see it of such importance that it requires no further 
help from tts, but stands upon its own merits. 
But to accomplish this, we must exist. It would 
not answer our ultimate purpose to jerk the 
lectures before the public without any further in- 
formation than the mere practical details relative 
to their delivery. To be permanent they must 
take their rise from a body of those who see the 
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need existing and are willing to do all they can to 
supply it. 

' Perhaps some of you may ask the very reason- 
able question, "What was the use of having a 
prospectus printed, referring to the lectures, before 
the Association was really formed ? *' 

* I have two answers to that, my first being in 
two parts. Not only were we advised by a gentle- 
man versed in such matters (Mr Laurie), who has 
been and is a kind helper, to have something 
printed to lay before our first meeting, but you 
are not all aware that since last November, nearly 
a year, I have been struggling to get an Educa- 
tional Association formed, but I found that the 
indefiniteness of its objects was the great drawback. 
People did not see the sense of gathering together 
for mere discussion ; and nobody had faith enough 
in herself or her sex to believe that a definite 
object would be very quickly forthcoming. I 
always had this system of study in my mind, but 
you will readily believe that I could not, alone 
and unaided, originate a movement of such mag- 
nitude. It is not necessary to take up your 
time by detailing my personal experiences. Your 
presence here to-day is sufficient proof of the 
soundness of the advice to print a prospectus 
setting forth a definite object for which to work. 

' My second answer to the question is, that the 
prospectus was meant as yet only for private 
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canvassing for the Association, no attempt was 
ever made to conceal the facts that we had to 
organise ourselves, and that our prospectus was 
merely a temporary one. 

' Allow me to sum up in a single sentence what 
seems to me the pith of the' matter. The per- 
manent establishment of such lectures as we want 
cannot be done without some such body as our- 
selves, as a cause: the establishment of an. 
Educational Association is also impracticable 
without a definite object, such as the lecture 
scheme, for an effect. 

' Twenty pupils — probably twenty-five — are 
already promised, and we suppose that you will 
each and all take sufficient interest in our success, 
to try and influence a few in favour of the scheme. 
If each member undertakes to obtain two pupils 
at least, we shall not be far from our number, and 
some regard to these matters we miLSt have for the 
sake of keeping down the fees, and at the same time 
making the scheme self-supporting. 

*We have been exceedingly successful in our 
canvassing for honorary members, the list of whom 
is nearly complete, and will be read immediately. 
We should like to have our new prospectus issued 
by Saturday or Monday, if possible, with the 
necessary alterations and additions consequent on 
the new arrangement. I may say that the second 
paragraph has been considerably objected to by 
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people of experience, and I myself would be 
strongly in favour of altering the tone. Our 
position as an association is not now so feeble, our 
work is not so uncertain, our opinions on its neces- 
sity not so unsupported, that we need to assume the 
deprecatory and conditional tone of that paragraph. 
If we are convinced of the right of our actions, we 
should assert and stand by that conviction.' 

The following is the prospectus of the first course 
of lectures by the Association, as finally issued to 
the public. 

'EDINBURGH LADIES' EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

' Notwithstanding the numerous educational 
appliances existing in Edinburgh, young ladies, 
who have completed the usual curriculum of 
private schools, have no way of obtaining the 
higher education in Science, Philosophy, and 
Literature, which our Universities ofier to young 
men. 

'This Association has been organised to supply 
that want, and to furnish to ladies, after leaving 
school, advanced instruction in the Physical and 
Natural Sciences, Mental Philosophy, Literature, 
History, Languages, &c. 

' It is not the aim of the Association to train for 
Professions; but its promoters desire, in the educa- 
tion of women, to give them the advantages of a 
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system, acknowledged to be well suited for the 
mental training of the other sex. This they have 
endeavoured to accomplish by securing the good- 
will and co-operation of the Professors and 
Examiners of the University, and of others in- 
terested in the higher education of women. 

* The list of Honorary Members is referred to as 
evidence that these endeavours have been attended 
with success. 

'Although the lateness of the season prevents 
complete arrangements for courses of study during 
this winter, it is announced with pleasure, that 
Mr Masson, Professor of Khetoric and English 
Literature in the University of Edinburgh, has 
undertaken to give an inaugural course of lectures 
on the History of English Literature. 

'It is hoped that the first lecture may be 
delivered in the Hopetoun Kooms in the third 
week of January, and the succeeding ones every 
Monday and Thursday following, until the course, 
which will consist of about thirty, is completed. 
The hour will be from 2.30 to 3.30 p.m. The fee 
£1, lis. &d. 

' In order to facilitate arrangements, it is par- 
ticularly requested that those who intend to join 
the class wiU send their names without delay to 
one of the Secretaries. 

'Enrolment as students does not involve 
Membership of the Association. Information 
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regarding the latter may be obtained from the 
Treasurer. 

. . J Mrs CRUDELIUS, Chapelside, Trinity. 

Imrs RANKEN, Cargilfield, Trinity. 

^Treasurer, Mrs DANIELL, 1 Inverleith Terrace.' 

Every word of this brief and simple document 
formed a subject of intense and careful study to 
Mrs Crudelius, whose far-sighted mind saw the 
importance of each of them to the future life of 
her cherished scheme. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



SUCCESS OP THE FIRST COURSE OP LECTURES GIVEN 
FOR THE ASSOCIATION BY PROFESSOR MASSON. 



How calmly now does Mrs Crudelius' account of 
the success of her labours read ! She says nothing 
of all the labour of detail and of all the anxieties 
and trepidations which preceded the first lecture, 
gives naturally no adequate idea of the joyful 
surprise which the immediate appreciation of her 
great services, shown by the acceptance of them by 
263 ladies, caused her. 

These and following papers will show that she 
had calculated on the possibility of fifty students, 
even perhaps a hundred, never on half the actual 
number. Only those most intimate with her knew 
that her extreme anxiety led her to apprehend the 
possibility of none at all presenting themselves — 
her scheme dying in its birth. 

Again it eeems best to let her tell her own 
tale in her own bubiness-like manner. 
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* REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SINCE 

THE FOURTH MEETING. 

' When we separated at our last meeting it was 
understood that our first business at this one 
should be the consideration of the future admission 
of members. Circumstances of considerable im- 
portance which have occurred since then, and which 
demanded prompt action on the part of the 
executive, compel us to ask that the consideration 
of that point should be left either to another meeting, 
or till the conclusion of this more pressing business. 
I have now to report as shortly as may be the 
occurrences referred to. 

* A little more than a week since I received two 
letters, one from a member of this Association 
informing me of the intention of Professor Masson 
to deliver a course of lectures on English Literature 
to ladies ; the other from another lady asking me 
to join the class, and to canvass for pupils. I 
immediately wrote to the latter informing her of 
the existence of our Association and its objects, — 
that it was organized exclusively for the promotion 
of higher education among women, and that it was 
a pity that all efforts in that direction should not 
be turned into one channel. I also a^^ked if it was 
not possible for a meeting to be arranged. In the 
meantime I saw my colleagues, and we discussed 
the best mode of procedure, taking advice also 
from the only one of our honorary members within 
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easy reach. The result was that Mrs Daniell and 
I had an interview with Miss McLaren (the lady- 
referred to). She stated to us that Professor 
Masson had been frequently asked to deliver 
lectures to ladies, and that about a week before 
that date he had said to Mrs Masson that if a 
sufficiently large class could be gathered he would 
arrange a course for this winter. It had sprung 
from no other association or body of any kind 
whatever, and was to be a purely personal matter 
to Professor Masson. She saw not the least diffi- 
culty in transferring the lectures to our Association, 
and agreed that there was more chance of success 
when given as the first course of a succession of 
courses arranged by a tolerably strong Association, 
organized for that especial purpose, than if given, 
as was intended, merely as an isolated course. I 
may remark here that if Professor Masson had not 
been one of our Jirst honorary members, and had he 
not stated plainly to Mr Laurie that he would 
have no time to lecture for us this winter, we 
might have allowed this matter to take its own 
course. Looking at these facts, however, we felt 
that we must at once make a stand against the 
inconsistency of one of our honorary members 
starting, on his own account, even a fragmentary 
similitude to the larger and broader scheme of 
which he had approved as the object of a special 
society. At the least we felt that some explanation 
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should be sought of the reason for not offering us 
first the proposed course of lectures, after his 
statement to Mr Laurie had been one of our 
reasons for delaying the lectures until next winter. 

* In the meantime I had received a note from 
another of our members, our vice-president. Miss 
Blyth, which confirmed us in our conviction that 
we were taking a right course. 

* After our visit to Miss McLaren, we went to 
Professor Masson, who received us most kindly, 
and heard with great patience and attention our 
representations. It was evident that the thought 
of opposing us, or interfering with us, had never 
occurred to him, and he very readily consented 
to give his lectures under the auspices of our 
Association, reserving only two points for his own 
decision, viz : — 

' \st. That he must judge himself whether or not 
the class arranged was large enough. 

' 2nd. That he must use his own discretion as to 
the number of lectures in the course. 

* Both these reservations were so unmistakably 
just, and the first of these so exactly suited to our 
own necessities, not having a fund to fall back 
upon, that we could make no objection. The 
subject of fees was left open, as it was necessary 
to lay this before you. Professor Masson states 
that to do his subject justice, or anything approach- 
ing to it, at least thirty lectures would be required, 
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aad unless he may teach his own subject with 
some degree of thoroughness, he will not attempt 
to teach it at all. His free hour is from 2.30 to 
3.30 p.m., and it would be advisable in the event 
of your accepting the provisional arrangement we 
have made, that other days than Tuesday and 
Friday should be fixed, on account of the lectures 
at the Philosophical Institution on the evenings 
of those days. 

* That is the matter so far as it has gone, and 
if the meeting will kindly express a decided opinion 
I shall know whether or not it will be necessary 
to lay the proposals for details before you. 

' 2nd PAiiT. — The fee Professor Masson thought 
ought to be asked for the course was £2 2a. 
Knowing the feeling of the majority of us, we 
laid some of the reasons in favour of low fees 
before him, but of course we could come to no 
definite conclusion without your sanction. It 
seems to me that no financial arrangement wUl 
favour the contemplated permanency of our classes, 
which puts all the fees, minus the expenses of 
each course, into the hands of the professoi*s. 
There are subjects which would not be so popular 
as others, and consequently not so remunerative, 
and we ought to try and organize a financial 
scheme which would leave us after the popular 
courses with a fund in hand. 

* In going further into this matter, I shall have 
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to refer to a point of the discussion upon the 
prospectus which took place at our last meeting, 
and also to an enquiry made with reference to the 
numbers in the class ; two points which are much 
more elastic than we had supposed them to be. 
The first is the expression " University Standard," 
and I refer to that as bearing upon the numbers 
we can admit. I find that although Mr Laurie 
says only fifty or sixty should be admitted, he 
has assumed that all will work, while the nearer 
we keep to the " University Standard," the larger 
we can make our classes, because the work is not 
compulsory, nor the numbers limited in the 
university. This will, I have no doubt, clear 
away a great deal of anxiety in the minds of 
many of our friends, with regard to the debated 
point of compulsory work; and it also does not 
tend to lower the standard for those who will 
work. We did not get the prospectus altered for 
the few additional copies required for completing 
our list of honorary members, because each little 
alteration is a separate charge, and the paper as 
it stood answered our purpose perfectly well. This 
decision brought out a curious proof of our having 
got frightened at nothing, in the fact, that 
although Mrs Daniell and I have seen or heard 
from about twenty-two additional professors, ex- 
aminers, and other members of the senatus, not one 
has made a single objection to the thoroughness 
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of that paragraph. If then you agree to accept it, 
which involves the rescinding of the resolution of 
last meeting, we can make our classes larger, and 
perhaps the example of those who will work may 
be very beneficial to those who begin to go with 
a view to not working. Would it therefore be 
possible for us to get up a class of from seventy- 
five to a hundred, including all ages, above our 
contemplated limits? Our funds would thus 
stand as follows : — 
75 students at £1 lis 6d, - 112 J guineas 

100 „ „ - . 150 

Professor's fees for a course not ex- 
ceeding thirty lectures, at three 
guineas a lecture, - 90 

Probable expenses of room, etc., - 10 



99 



100 guineas 



Leaving a surplus for 75 pupils of 12^ guineas 

100 „ 50 

'It is a very pleasant duty to me, as your 
secretary, to have to lay a report before you of 
such measures as have led to the great and sub- 
stantial success of the first public appearance of 
this Association. 

' At the last meeting you invested the Executive 
with fuU power for negotiating pecuniary arrange- 
ments with Professor Masson, in reference to the 
lectures to be delivered by him, and it was decided 
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that the proposal embodied in the minutes should 
be made to him. Accordingly, your treasurer and 
I called upon him and laid the matter before him. 
He at once said that it seemed a very fair one, but 
that for his part he would not be employed, but 
he would co-operate with us, if we could come to 
an arrangement. We requested an explanation of 
his idea of co-operation, and he said that he 
thought a certain proportion of the fees should go 
to him, and the rest to the Association, for the 
purpose of paying expenses, &c. We then asked 
him to give us an idea of the proportions which he 
thought would be fair. We represented to him 
that the Association of which we were members, 
was not constituted for the exclusive object of 
providing high-class lectures, but that it was 
assumed in its constitution, so far as that was 
organised, that other educational interests might 
arise, and schemes be developed for the promotion 
of the higher education of women, and that con- 
sequently no financial arrangement would suit the 
interests of the Association which simply allowed 
of the full payment of expenses, that in short we 
wished such a plan as would allow of some 
accumulation of funds ; the more so, that many 
courses of study might require costly illustration, 
and involve at the outset a possibly larger outlay 
than the attendance at first might repay. Pro- 
fessor Masson then said that assuming the fee to 
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be two guineas for the course, he thought that up 
to fifty students, he should take one guinea, and 
the Association the other, but that he thought 
that beyond fifty students his own proportion 
should be larger. 

'We replied that it seemed a very fair offer, 
but that the fee would certainly be not more than 
one and a-half guinea. 

'He promised to consider the matter and let 
us have his decision as soon as possible. 

'In the meantime, the more we thought over 
his proposal, the better suited it seemed to our 
peculiar exigencies. There were two strong points 
of superiority in his plan : — 1st, that he shared 
the pecuniary risk which we should never have 
dreamt of asking him to do, especially in the face 
of prognostications from even our friends and 
well-wishers of — ^not failure, but a certain modicum 
of success for this winter, which would only pre- 
serve us from failure : and 2nd, That such a 
mode of co-operation, if other professors would 
take it as a precedent, would be the very best 
thing we could have. It would at once interest 
the professors and examiners personally in our 
success, which could not be ensured by any other 
arrangement. It offered to us at once, when in 
need of friends, that support which we could not 
have asked for until we had proved that we were 
pursuing no chimera. 
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'Within a day or two, I received a note from 
Professor Masson, offering, that whatever the 
number of pupils in the class, he would take the 
guinea and the Association the half-guinea, of the 
guinea and a half fee. All considering this a most 
fair offer we closed with it at once, and it is most 
satisfactory to feel that the generosity of Professor 
Masson, in identifying himself so* completely with 
our interests, has been so richly repaid, as the 
Treasurer's report will show you. He agreed to 
conduct the class in the way we wished, and ap- 
proved of the proposal that there should be written 
examinations at the close, and certificates of pro- 
ficiency given. Before leaving the subject of 
Professor Masson's connection with us, we must 
state how valuable and thorough is the interest he 
has taken in us. Although, as you are aware, there 
seemed a danger at first, before the negotiations 
were fairly entered upon, that we might meet with 
diflBculties, no sooner had he become in a way ours, 
than he devoted himself to our interests with an 
attention and kindness, and care for the details, of 
which I, as secretary conducting any corres- 
pondence with him, can perhaps best speak. We 
can certainly do nothing less than reconamend him 
to your kindly and grateful thoughts, for much 
more than the letter of his duty to us. 

' After coming to a final arrangement with Pro- 
fessor Masson, our next work lay in the .final 
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revision and correction of the prospectus. It 
passed through one or two proofs before we were 
satisfied with it, and in order to meet the views of 
many of our members, we re-arranged the third 
paragraph so as to retain the sense of, and pledge 
to thoroughness, while all that might be objection- 
able was removed. We have reason to believe 
that as it now stands, it has afforded universal 
satisfaction. 

^ The class consists of about 263 students. The 
attendance has been checked too seldom to allow 
of any average being struck, but the rooms are 
always crowded, and so far as note-taking proves 
work, by far the largest number are workers. It 
is an interesting feature that the largest number 
are over twenty-one or twenty-two years of age, 
to judge from appearance. It bears its own 
testimony to the fact that the want of the means 
for high culture is felt not only by those who have 
just left school, but steadily through the lives of 
women, and that when it is offered to them in a 
.thorough, convenient, and moderately expensive 
manner, they are very glad to accept and profit by 
it.' 

The following paper may conclude the account 
of the establishment of the Edinburgh Ladies' 
Educational Association, told in the words of its 
foundress. 
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This paper was written by Mrs Crudelius on the 
request of English friends, and was read by Canon 
Gower at the Social Science Congress, at Bristol ; 
the rule in this case being waved, which forbids 
anonymous papers, as well as that which prohibits 
future use of papers prepared for the Social Science 
meetings. 

* REPORT OF THE EDINBURGH SOCIETY. 

'The society existing at Edinburgh under the 
title of "The Edinburgh Ladies' Educational 
Association," differs considerably from the English 
Boards. The difference commences at the very 
foundation of the matter. A lady who had learned 
from friends in England something of the good 
results arising from the association of those who 
followed the same pursuits, was persuaded to at- 
tempt, in the spring of last year, a similar 
organisation in Edinburgh. The whole school 
system is different there, and the educational 
machinery does not as a rule embrace the heads 
of schools.^ This local difference possibly had its 
share in the result of the application by letter to 
about twenty-five of the ladies at the head of 
schools ; but, whatever was the cause, only five or 
six thought it necessary to return any answer, and 
only two responded with any cordiality. There 

^ This must be taken guardedly, as being only the result of njy 
own observation corroborated by others. 
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was necessarily (owing chiefly to local peculiarities) 
a certain amount of vagueness in the project, but 
the same key-note which sufficed in England — 
mutual sympathy and co-operation — ^was struck 
sufficiently firmly in the Edinburgh circular, to 
have ensured vibration in those attuned to it. 
The idea of a Board of Schoolmistresses had to be 
laid aside as impracticable, and the summer then 
approaching, nothing more was attempted until 
October. By dint of a constant spreading of the 
idea, two or three more ladies came forward, eager 
to work in the cause, and at the first small meeting 
of six, it was decided that a resolute attempt should 
be made to form a Society ; and that morning 
lectures during the winter should be the first thing 
aimed at. In six weeks' time, and through per- 
sonal canvassing, the numbers of the Association 
reached to between sixty and seventy, and a list of 
honorary members was appended to the prospectus 
finally issued — such as it would be difficult to sur- 
pass for influence in any one town. The circular to 
which these names, including the late Principal of 
the University and twenty-six professors, were 
affixed was noteworthy in one particular. It was 
plainly stated therein that the Association wished 
to adopt the University Standard as the standard 
for the work of the proposed classes ; and it was 
also plainly stated that the professors and ex-- 
aminers were the lecturers wished for. The number 
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of gentlemen who gave their names was eighty, and 
to quote Professor Masson's words in his opening 
lecture : " Such an array of names I have hardly 
ever seen subscribed to any movement of which 
Edinburgh was the centre. I find the name of our 
venerated Principal of Edinburgh University, Sir 
David Brewster. ... I find the names of 
distinguished Scottish judges, and of other cel- 
ebrities in our legal and political world. I find the 
names of eminent Edinburgh physicians, clergymen, 
and men connected with our chief schools. Lastly, 
I am glad to say, I find the names of all my col- 
leagues in the University of Edinburgh, and of 
professors of note in other universities." 

' Such were the dimensions of the Association 
about six weeks after the first beginning. Pro- 
fessor Masson agreed to become the first lecturer, 
and was willing to undertake the work if a class of 
fifty came forward. A class of eighty or a hundred 
was looked upon as a possibility, but by no means 
as a probability. The opening lecture was free — 
admission, however, being restricted to ladies. 
Between 400 and 500 thronged to the hall, which 
was crowded, and by the close of a week, 265 
students had enrolled themselves. The subject 
was the " History of English Literature," treated 
in a course of thirty lectures, the fee for which was 
31s 6d. Work was not compulsory, and in all 
points the class was conducted by Professor Masson 

D 
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in the same way as his class in the University. A 

written examination took place at the close, which 

would have been more numerously attended than 

it was, but for the lateness of the season having 

taken away several beforg the close. Another 

reason was the conviction which many held, that 

an examination which was to be equal in difficulty 

to the' University one on the same subject, would 

be necessarily beyond their powers. Many were 

disappointed when they saw the papers that they 

had not made the attempt. Of workers there were 

ninety-four, including the writers of papers and 

essays, but not including those who simply took 

notes, which almost all did constantly. These 

ninety-four received certificates according to the 

amount and quality of their work. Several of the 

examination papers were shown to Mr Nicolson, the 

examiner in mental philosophy in the University of 

Edinburgh, and he permits the following extracts 

from his report to Professor Masson : 

** I have read all the papers with great satis- 
faction. . . , I am sorry you did not show me 
some of the essays also, as the proof from them 
would be still more striking as well as interesting. 
I should expect something much above the com- 
mon in the way of original composition from the 
writers of some of the papers you sent me. How- 
ever as it may be said that reading and writiug 
'come by nature' to women, while the doing 
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of written, examinations is one of those 'gifts 
of fortune' hitherto confined to the male sex; the 
latter may be regarded as a more severe and con- 
clusive test of what ladies can do. So regarding it, 
and comparing it, as I think it is but fair to do, 
with what I have seen and examined, which is not 
little, in the University of Edinburgh, I have no 
hesitation in saying, that not only would any of 
the ladies whose papers I saw pass in the depart- 
ment of English literature for the degree of M.A., 
but that some of them would probably take a 

high place among the candidates It 

is (to me) a curious and interesting fact, that their 
answers in these papers, contrast with the general 
run of those of our University students, in being 
more succinct and to the point, with less verbosity, 
and long-windedness for the mere display of know- 
ledge, or clouding of ignorance; and also in the 
best of them, by more entire freedom from con- 
fusion or error. In this respect indeed, as well 
as in exhaustiveness, some of them seem to me 

quite remarkable 

' I don't forget of course, in thus comparing these 
papers with our University ones, that the ground 
you have gone over has been comparatively limited 
and that our University students have many 
subjects to get up. But that fact is again 
balanced by this other — that to most, if not all, 
of these ladies, this trial was an entirely novel one 
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for which they had not the advantage of previous 
training and practice. In written examinations, as 
we know, that goes a great way." 

' In addition to the quality of the mental work, 
high praise was bestowed upon the perfectly correct 
orthography and the legibility of the writing. 
Professor Masson's report of the whole work coin- 
cides with the foregoing report of a part, and he 
placed the average very high. 

' So far as the age of the students could be ascer- 
tained, the bulk was between twenty-two and 
thirty-five; the range being from sixteen to sixty, 
or even older. The number of them over forty 
may fairly be taken away from the whole, as cer- 
tain not to work, thus making the per centage of 
workers higher. 

* The financial arrangements for the lectures were 
(and are) based upon a system of co-operation, the 
professors sharing the risks and benefiting propor- 
tionately by the success. A tariflf of charges was 
adopted, the scale being one guinea for twenty 
lectures, and an additional half-guinea for every 
additional ten or smaller number. Of these fees a 
certain proportion goes to the lecturer, the rest to 
the Association, the executive committee of which 
makes all arrangements, and pays from such pro- 
portion of the fees, all expenses connected with the 
classes. 

' For the coming winter, three courses have been 
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arranged, representiDg to some extent the three 
departments of literature, science, and philosophy. 
Professor Masson will deliver a course in English 
literature, Professor Fraser a course in logic and 
mental philosophy, and Professor Tait a course on 
experimental physics. Each Professor will conduct 
his class on the method which he has found best 
suited for his subject in the University classes; and 
each course will consist of forty or more lectures, 
to be delivered at the rate of two a week: the fee, 
according to the tarriff described, to be two guineas 
each course. 

* The system of certificates will be remodelled, as 
the simple University plan for these affords no 
opportunity for individual distinction; such oppor- 
tunity being of course afforded by the University to 
men, in a way as yet unavailable for women. 

* There are certain distinctive peculiarities of the 
Edinburgh scheme which deserve notice. — The first 
though not the most important, is the difference 
alluded to early in the report, of the constitution 
of the society from which these lectures spring. In 
the English boards of schoolmistresses, these ladies 
really ,do constitute the societies; they have the 
management and control, and the exceptions to the 
rule are those who have not an active industrial 
interest in education. In Edinburgh the case is 
totally different. The Association consists now of 
about eighty lady-members, and out of that 
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number only six may be said by a wide intcr- 
prt^tation of the term to be ' heads of schools/ and 
only five more are pratically engaged in the educa- 
tion of others than their own children. The 
scheme in Edinburgh was to all intents and 
purposes declined at the outset by the class who 
in England took it up eagerly, and thus the Edin- 
burgh work has been mainly done by those who 
had nothing better than intense interest to guide 
and support them. 

* The second special point in the Edinburgh 
scheme — and in its possibilities it is a very im- 
portant one — is the restriction on principle to one 
field for lecturers. The English towns may certainly 
gain a great infusion of freshness and vigour, with 
new and broad thought, by the wide range they are 
compelled to take in choosing lecturers; but in 
Edinburgh an equivalent at least is gained by the 
principle of restriction to the University. It is 
not of course every association which has such an 
advantage at its doors, and its existence simplifies 
matters considerably. By attaching itself as much 
as possible to the University, the teaching of men 
of eminence is secured to the classes of the Edin- 
burgh Association, and an approach to identity of 
culture in both sets of students is thus obtained 
(through the exactions of the Association) nearer 
than has been attempted elsewhere in this country. 
At the present time the results of such a method, 
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as shown by the reports of the work done, are 
especially useful for purposes of argument and 
comparison. 

' A third peculiarity will already have been taken 
for granted by those who have followed the report 
with any interest. It is this : The English boards 
have to a certain extent done with their lecturers 
on the completion of each course. In Edinburgh 
it is considered a sine qua non that each professor 
should resume and repeat his subject every year. 
Without looking too far a-head, it seems to the 
ladies of the Edinburgh Association that such is 
their best if not their only chance of obtaining in 
the course of a short time, a harmonious sup- 
plement to a girl's school-life, leaving out any care 
for her future more than a father has for his son 
who sends him to college without any intention of 
doing more than increasing his qualifications as a 
gentleman. The emptiness of many lives is un- 
deniable ; the dijfference between the emptiness of 
a man's and that of a woman's usually is, that his 
need not be — hers must. 

* It may be thought desirable that something 
should be said in reference to future plans, but the 
Edinburgh Association has from the first declined 
to commit itself to definitions. The tendency is 
towards the best that can be got ; the way to get 
it is to work for it — the uses to which it is to be 
put must be left for the future. To make the most 
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of what we have, and to wait aud watch for more 
is as near the principle of action as any definition 
can be. The secret of any great work of reform is 
unforced and unchecked growth, with the utmost 
freedom from definitions and restrictions beyond 
what to-day requires. The choice lay between 
what seemed to be a chance of gradual develop- 
ment, into a good system and an attempt at 
creation: time alone can show whether or not it 
was wisdom which guided Edinburgh to tlie choice 
of the former. 

Mary Crudelius, 

Hon. Sec, to Edinburgh EducationaZ Association. 
'Chapelside, Sept 15, 18C8.' 
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CHAPTER V. 

FIRST FRUITS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

No better account of the aims of the Association 
can here be offered than the introduction to 
Professor Masson's introductory lecture, as reported 
for the * Scotsman' of I7th January 1868. 

'EDINBURGH LADIES' EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 
(From the " Scotsman" of 17 ih Janua/ry 1868 J 

*The introductory lecture of the course on the 
Histor}'- of English Literature, in connection with 
the above Association, was delivered on Thursday, 
by Professor Masson, in the Hopetoun Eooms. The 
audience, restricted entirely to ladies, was large and 
appreciative. Notwithstanding that arrangements 
had been carefully made to prevent inconvenience 
from numbers, there was some difficulty in finding 
seats for all who came. 

'Professor Masson said : — Ladies — one of my 
earliest recollections is of an old clergyman, Irish 
by birth, but settled in the north of Scotland, 
where he exercised an extraordinary influence by 
his genius, the imperious heat of his temper, and 
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lii.s many cccciitricitioH of thought and speech. 
Among the notions, of a kind un(;ommon at that 
time and in those parts, whi(;h this old clergyman 
used to ventilate from tlie pulpit and expresH again 
and again in conversation, was one of which the 
circumstances of our present meeting naturally 
n^mind me. "It is a shame," he used, in effect, 
to say, "that there arc not the same means for the 
higher education of women as for that of men* I 
do not see why ladies shouhl not receive a thorough 
University education ; and I hope the time will 
come when they will be att(;nding our colleges, and 
learning there, up to the hist point, an<l in the moHt 
systematic manner, whatever our young men 
h^arn." Although anything that the good Doctor 
said was listened to with attention and respect, I 
fear that this particular notion of his — in which, 
however, he hfid hiul precursors of eminence — 
])assed then as a "devout imagination," or as 
Hampden said of one of Cromwell's notions, "a 
good notion, but an im])racticable one." Hut, in the 
course of a generation, what was but the i)rivttte 
crochet of an individual here and there, comes 
frerpiently to be a general belief; and the state of 
I>ritish opinion at present on this (juestion of the 
higher education of women is i»erhaps not very far 
fi'om what the venerable worthy wh(»m 1 so well 
reineml>er would have had it to be, if he couhl have 
liviid till now In iiondon, in Livrr})ool in Man- 
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Chester, and other great English towns, as well as 
at the great English seats of learning — Oxford and 
Cambridge — it is now the established conviction of 
a large number of people — of all, in fact, whose 
views count for anything in such questions — that 
the time has come for a united eflFort to hoist the 
institutional means among us for the education of 
woman far al)ove the highest level they have yet 
reached. Until this is done, we persevere in the 
guilt of a great injustice, and we dawdle on as a 
nation at but half our nobleness and strength. 
"Education, education I" is now the cry every- 
where ; but of all forms of this cry there is none 
more interesting, none that suggests a vista of more 
exquisite and splendid social consequences, than 
that which demands for woman an extension of the 
regular and organised means of instruction beyond 
the limits of ordinary schools, and access to a 
training, answering, so far as may be practicable, 
to the best University training our youug men 
receive. You have all heard of the Ladies' 
Colleges founded of late years in London ; you 
have heard of the recent addition to the Charter 
of London University, permitting the examination 
qf lady-students in the higher branches of learning ; 
you have heard also of the similar examinations 
under the authority of the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge. These are signs of tlu*. prevalence 
of that state of opinion of which I speak. It would 
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be wrong were I to disguise from you that there 
are gradations, among those who share in this state 
of opinion — differences, perhaps, in the degree to 
which they feel on the subject at all, but cer- 
tainly differences in their judgments as to the 
methods by which the end may be best attained. 
Nor will I conceal from you that I am one of 
those who go very far in this matter, and that it is 
my distinct opinion that the full and perfect 
solution of the question of the increase of op- 
portunities for the higher education of women is 
to be found in nothing short of this — the throwing 
open of our existing Universities, and all similar 
institutions, equally to both sexes, under such 
arrangements as it would be easy to devise for the 
purpose. But, though it is right that I should 
thus explicitly avow my opinion, you will under- 
stand that I announce it here only as my own 
opinion. It may well be a matter for discussion ; 
much may be said against it ; and, in any case, 
it will be long before the public mind is ripe 
for such a change in our national customs. When 
the step is taken — should it ever be taken 
— it will be taken probably first in London, 
and by colleges of less ancient and more flexible 
constitution than our Scottish Universities. Above 
all, you will understand that many who may 
agree with me in the general object — many 
of the members of the very Association whom 
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I have the honour this day so far to represent 
— may differ from me quite in respect of the 
possibility or propriety of the practical consum- 
mation at which I have hinted. The Edinburgh 
Ladies' Educational Association defines its aims 
in its own prospectus, and is pledged, as an 
Association, to nothing more than its prospectus 
contains. " Notwithstanding the numerous ed- 
ucational appliances existing in Edinburgh," says 
the prospectus, " young ladies who have completed 
the usual curriculum of private schools have no 
way of obtaining the higher education in science, 
philosophy, and literature, which our Universities 
offer to young men. This Association has been 
organised to supply that want, and to furnish to 
ladies, after leaving school, advanced instruction in 
the physical and natural sciences, mental philo- 
sophy, literature, history, languages, etc." As an 
expression of the intentions of the Association, 
these opening sentences of the prospectus seem to 
be admirably drawn up. They clear away, in the 
first place, any absurd notion that might be enter- 
tained that the Association means to compete with 
existing ladies' schools. Probably no city in the 
empire is better provided with ladies' schools, and 
with all that is usually included in school in- 
struction for ladies, than Edinburgh ; and the 
Association contemplates no interference with these 
institutions. It contemplates an extension of the 
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means of education for ladies beyond the bounds 
which these institutions reach. It is something 
totally new, something additional to all that has 
hitherto existed in Edinburgh. It is the em- 
bodiment, among us here in Edinburgh, of that 
feeling as to the deficiency everywhere of means 
for the higher education of women, which I have 
spoken of as so widely diffused in England, and in 
which Scotland ^so has for some time participated. 
In Scotland also there has been a rousing of interest 
in this question. Here also a system of examin- 
ations, of which female students, as well as students 
of the other sex, may have the benefit, has been 
for some time in operation, under the auspices of 
our University authorities. But in this. Edinburgh 
Ladies* Educational Association a more public and 
decided step has been taken, and the feeling has 
come to a head — 1 think, to a fine head. Not at 
all improbably, Edinburgh will, in this matter, 
have set an example which other cities will follow. 
Great credit is due to those — chiefly ladies — ^who 
have been instrumental in forming the Association, 
and making those arrangements which permit its 
present beginning. How well they must have 
worked, how wisely, and with what a careful 
avoidance of extremes, is proved, I think, by the 
list of honorary members of the Association ap- 
pended to the printed prospectus. These honorary- 
members have given their names to signify their 
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approbation of the objects of the Association, as 
the prospectus explains them. And what names 
do I find in the list? Such an array of names as I 
have hardly ever seen subscribed to any movement 
of which Edinburgh was the centre. I find the 
name of our venerated, our widely renowned, Prin- 
cipal of Edinburgh University, Sir David Brewster 
— to all whose other great distinctions there is this 
added, of a freshness to perceive whatever is of new 
and fine promise on the intellectual horizon of the 
present, and a brave enthusiasm in asserting his 
recognition of it. I find the names of distinguished 
Scottish Judges, and of other celebrities in our 
legal and political world. I find the names of 
eminent Edinburgh physicians, clergymen, and men 
connected with our chief schools, including schools 
for ladies. Lastly, I am glad to say, I find the 
names of nearly all my colleagues in the University 
of Edinburgh, and of Professors of note in other 
Universities. Well, what is the movement of 
which all these eminent persons have so readily 
and so cordially signified their approbation ? It is 
not certainly a movement for throwing open our 
existing Universities to women — that being a 
matter upon which, as I have said, opinion has not 
been taken, and upon which there would probably 
be great diversity of opinion. It is decidedly, 
however, a movement for providing for ladies some 
equivalent for that University education which has 
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hitherto been the exclusive privilege of men. 
Education for ladies as nearly as possible according 
to the University standard — that is what the 
Association proposes ; by this aim must its pro- 
ceedings be regulated ; and any forgetfulness of 
this aim, any letting down of the standard below 
the level of this aim, as avowed in the prospectus, 
would reduce the Association to a mere futility, 
and deprive it of all distinctive meaning. Since 
our young ladies after leaving school, cannot go to 
the University, some equivalent to a University 
ought gradually to be set up for them — this is 
what the Association proclaims as desirable. Or 
rather it is an equivalent only to a certain portion 
of our Universities for men that the Association, as 
such, desires to set up for women. " It is not the 
aim of the Association," says the prospectus in the 
sentence next after those already quoted, " to train 
for professions; but its promoters desire, m the 
education of women, to give them the advantages 
of a system acknowledged to be well suited for the 
mental training of the other sex." The meaning of 
this substantially is that, in order to limit its aims 
to what is most practicable at present, and what all 
can agree in, it proposes the setting up for women 
of an equivalent to that portion of our University 
system which is known as the General Faculty, or 
Faculty of Arts, but refrains from any attempt at 
the special or purely professional Faculties of Tlieo- 
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logy, Law and Medicine. By this limitation of its 
design, the Association excludes all possibility of its 
being considered the organ of theories that would 
be provocative of discord, and, without saying 
anything whatever about these theories, reserves 
for itself a distinct work of ample range, to which 
no exception can be taken, which can be approved 
by an assemblage of names so striking and so 
widely representative as that which has heralded 
its foundation, and which is yet sufficiently impor- 
tant and suflficiently diflficult. This work, I repeat, 
may be defined as the gradual setting-up in Edin- 
burgh of an apparatus for the instruction of ladies, 
that shall be as nearly as possible equivalent to the 
classes which form collectively the General Faculty, 
or Faculty of Arts, in our Scottish Universities. 
Latin, Greek, Mathematics, Logic and Metaphysics, 
]\Ioral Philosophy, Natural Philosophy, Ehetoric 
and English Literature — these are the classes of 
the ordinary curriculum in the Faculty of Arts of 
the University of Edinburgh ; to which, however, 
there is no theoretical reason why certain other 
classes — such as Natural History, Chemistry, and 
Geology — should not be added. Well then, when 
there shall have been set up in Edinlmrgh an 
institute of the same, or nearly the same, classes, 
conducted strictly and thoroughly according to the 
same academic methods, which young ladies may 
attend after leaving school, either pursuing a 

E 
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regular curriculum or taking particular classes at 
their option, this Association will have completely 
succeeded. And, meantime, every step towards 
that result wdll be a success so far. Are there, 
after all, any who would still disapprove of the 
objects of this Association, so defined? I cannot 
imagine that there can be, in a community not 
supposed to be behind others in its care for intel- 
lectual interest, and not too resolute in refusing the 
compliment implied in the name of the "Modem 
Athenians." But, if there are, let me fancy 
that they are among the men. It is a hard fancy ; 
for it goes against the grain wdth me to imagine 
that any man, worthy of the name, could be in 
opposition here. Still, if there are any such who 
will argue the question seriously and in a faithful 
and considerate spirit, I will listen to them, and 
meditate whatever they have to say. But there is 
one tribe that I will not abide, and that is the 
sneerers. If there are any whose opposition will 
take the form of the old sneering phrases about 
" mathematical women," ** learned ladies," " ladies 
learning logic," and what not — nay, even if they 
should clothe their brutal jests in borrowed poetry, 
and distorting Tennyson's beautiful phantasy of 
'' The Princess " to a purpose for which our noble 
Laureate never intended it, should talk of " violet- 
hooded doctors," and all the rest of it — of these I 
take leave at once. An inherently mean nature 
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has settled the matter with them ; let them live to 
be octogenarians, and have their portraits then 
taken for posterity, with the eternal sneer on their 
faces ! Jests about *^ learned women ! " — do we not 
know all that ; have we not heard the cackling till 
no man minds it ; does it not all belong now to 
literary archaeology ? "What is it that every man, 
worthy of the name, regards now as — so far as he 
alone is concerned — his own noblest possession? 
Is it not his mind — that mysterious thing, or* 
power, or faculty, which he carries in him, and- 
which yet somehow transcends and outspheres him, 
so that his visual fancy of it is not of anything 
lodged locally in his bodily frame, but rather of 
some vast chamber or aerial transparency, without 
walls, without roof, without bounds, and yet with 
labyrinths and storehouses where thoughts and 
recollections lie accumulated, and whose freer 
spaces are sometimes filled with rushings from 
these storehouses and labyrinths, and at other 
times seem to be quiescent, and to include the very 
stars ? And what is the highest duty of a man in 
life, so far as he himself is concerned ? What but 
the ennobling, enriching, extending, purifying of 
this mind — the strengthening, supplying, and en- 
larging of this faculty by all high and delicate 
modes of exercise — the filling of this aerial chamber 
and its labyrinths and storehouses with conceptions, 
recollections, desires, and imaginations of the 
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greatest truth, splendour, piety, and power, so that 
at the end of life it may be said — " The soul that 
God gave this man to lead his worldly life with — 
nay, to constitute his worldly life — this man did 
not neglect; he was duly sedulous of the all- 
important charge ; he did his best to build his soul 
into a palace." Well, and have not women minds ? 
Does not the same duty lie upon them ? Are men 
to hamper the performance of this duty, or even to 
define its limits ? Above all, having found out, as 
they think, those studies and exercises which form 
the best discipline for their own minds, are they to 
keep these for themselves ? Because of some vague, 
and really arrogant fancy, not only that the other 
minds are organically difierent, but that they know- 
all about the difierence, are they to refuse these 
other minds the opportunities of the same discipline 
and restrict them to mere music-lessons and the so- 
called accomplishments ? What is there in any of 
those studies or sciences which I have recently- 
named that should render them unsuitable for 
women? As it is, there have been women, of 
genius and perseverance, who have attained to pro- 
ficiency in these] arts and sciences, or in one or 
other of them. Were these the worse for their 
culture — ^less noble, less aimable, as women ? The 
world has not found it so ; they have been among 
the women whom all around them held most in 
honour. But, in fact, in tlie present intellectual 
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education of women, in what else are they in- 
structed than in the rudiments and beginnings of 
these very arts and sciences of which we are 
speaking ? There is no other known mode of 
mental training. With some unimportant differ- 
ences, boys and girls do so far follow the same 
school routine. Why, then, should the girls be 
confined to the rudiments, while the boys may 
advance to higher things ? What is there that 
should certainly entitle a girl to Arithmetic as far 
as Fractions, but should forbid her Euclid or 
Algebra ? Why may a girl learn to read French 
and German, and wander up and down at will iu 
the delights of Lennie's English Grammar, and 
yet have to consider real scholarship, all higher 
philology, unattainable ? Why may she acquire 
any smattering of general information she can help 
herself to by miscellaneous reading, or even cul- 
tivate her taste by special readings in our poets 
and other classic writers, but yet be denied the 
further systematic training that would map out for 
her the information the world possesses into its 
various accurate divisions called sciences, give her 
general comprehension of those various bodies of 
doctrines that express most lucidly the phenomena 
of nature, mind, and society, or make her somewhat 
at home in the history of the past, and convert 
into a deeper and clearer joy for her the pleasure of 
literature itself ? Why is she to be doomed, while 
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her brothers are talking of Philosophies and systems 
of Metaphysics, or of particular questions of great 
speculative import, to listen with amazement and 
bated breath, as if on the skirts of a whole cloud 
of wondrous things from which she is debarred, 
and which are the darling fellows' perquisites? 
Women, I say, are beginning to resent this state of 
things, and it is right that they should. Abeady 
many of them have done much, by their own 
efforts, to escape the consequences of it, and to 
educate themselves well and highly ; but it is 
right that their efforts should be aided. Why 
should not a woman's soul, which is her noblest 
possession, as a man's is his, be filled also through- 
out her life with the choicest and richest thoughts, 
and exercised in all the most beautiful and sure 
and exalting contemplations ? This as regards 
what is due to woman herself. She also has this 
life given to her to use and regulate with the 
utmost solicitude — ^to convert, as far as possible, 
into a beautiful poem. Buf^there is another aspect 
of the subject, in which even man s selfishness may 
be awakened with advantage. Men and women 
have to be partners in life ; and what agony for a 
man, what down-dragging, what debasement to a 
low and vulgar pitch of endeavour, or else what 
sour seclusion in a cynical moroseness where all 
ought to be sweetest and exceptionless intimacy, to 
be tied throughout life to the society of what Milton 
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calls " a mute and spiritless mate 1 '' I speak now 
from the man s point of view ; the other point of 
view is no less important ; but I am supposing my- 
self addressing the selfishness of a man. Well, there 
will always be chances of such misalliances; but 
may not a higher education for women diminish 
those chances ? And, if at present most mates 
that men of superior education are blessed with 
are by no means " mute and spiritless," but on the 
contrary, good, loving, or even noble, graceful, and 
finely accomplished women, yet is there not room 
in many cases for such an increase of that power 
of perfect intellectual companionship as can come 
only from co-equal-instructedness and disciplined 
interest in the same topics ? In short, I know of 
no direction of effort which promises the addition 
of more that is worthiest and most delightful in the 
dearest experience of life, both for men and women, 
than precisely that direction of effort which this 
Association represents. And so, to take farewell for 
ever of our imaginary oppositionist — 

He that ^ill this faith deny, 

Down among t^e fossils he shall lie ; 

Down, down, down, down, 

Down among the fossils he shall lie I 

These general considerations, ladies, have not 
seemed to me to be out of place — have seemed to 
me rather to be natural and necessary — on the occa- 
sion on which we are now assembled. But I have 



72 MKS CKUDELIUS. 

suggested them once for all ; I have now done Tvith 
them ; and I do not mean to revert to them. 
What I have to proceed to now is my own im- 
mediate business in connection with the Edinburgh 
Ladies' Educational Association — to wit, the 
opening of the work of the Association by a 
course of lectures on the History of Englisli 
Literature, and by such other instruction of the 
class of ladies first formed as may be expected to 
accompany such a course of lectures. The Associa- 
tion must proceed by degrees. While it has 
distinctly avowed the principle upon which it is 
founded, it has judiciously left the practical details, 
and even the constitution which itself may take, to 
be determined by circumstances and the best 
counsel that may be available. It cannot at once 
come forth with a fully-fledged Faculty of Arts, 
such as I have described; to that it must attain 
gradually. But it must make a beginning some- 
how ; and it has been resolved that, this session, 
the beginning should be made in the single course 
of lectures to be delivered by me. It is a great 
honour and a great responsibility ; but I accept 
the honour, and I accept the responsibility. 
Indeed, had the Association not been formed, I 
'^should probably, on my own account, have 
attempted something of the kind. From this 
moment, therefore, and through about thirty 
meetings yet to come, regard me, ladies, as both 
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your Association-appointed and self-appointed Pro- 
fessor of English Literature. The course will 
consist of about thirty lectures. From what I have 
said you will anticipate that these are not to be 
merely popular lectures, mere nice and agreeable 
talk about Shakspeare and the musical glasses. I 
should scorn appearing before you in such a 
character as that would imply. I am too busy a 
man, too much occupied in hard and various 
labours, to be here at all, except from earnest 
intention and a sense of duty. Were I merely to 
aim at entertaining you and amusing you, I should 
feel that I was guilty of treason to the Association 
that has adopted my proposal to lecture to you, I 
should feel that I was insulting yourselves. It 
would be strange indeed, if with such a subject 
as the History of English Literature, I should not 
succeed in at least interesting you ; nay, it will be 
my fault if, on such a subject, you are not roused 
now and then even to enthusiasm. Without this 
interest, this enthusiasm, all studies are dead. 
But I mean to be systematic with you ; and, 
whether you desert me or abide by me, to the end 
I will be systematic. I will keep up that standard 
of instruction on my subject which the Association 
proposes. I will be true to the prospectus of the 
Association. Adaptations in detail may be neces- 
sary, for, in new experiments, we must all pro- 
ceed tentatively ; but the University standard is 
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the standard of this Association, and that standard 
I shall steadily keep in view, be the issue as it 
may. 

'[The remainder of the lecture was occupied 
with an exposition of the programme of the course 
of lectures for this session, on the history of 
English literature, and a statement of the chrono- 
logical scheme to be adopted in the course.] ' 

No one could be more fully identified with any 
work than was Mrs Crudelius with that of the 
Association, at that time. Mrs Crudelius had 
hoped to be herself a student when the classes were 
established, and for several successive winters en- 
tertained the same hope. Her weak health and 
full occupation with arrangements for others, 
always rendered it impossible. She was seldom 
even able to attend any single lecture. 

It would surprise no one could they form an 
idea of the amount of business achieved by her 
during these years, of the extent of her corres- 
pondence with persons all over England, Scotland 
and Ireland, who sought her advice and applied to 
her for information in framing schemes analogous 
to hers, as well as with her coadjutors of the 
Edinburgh Association, their friends and others 
desirous of information and explanation before 
joining it. Every matter of detail relating to the 
classes and class-rooms, tickets, cxiiminations, ven- 
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tilation and heating, hours of lecture, everything, 
in short, passed through Mrs Crudelius' hands. 

As soon as the Association had taken shape, she 
begged for herself the humble and laborious post 
of Secretary, which necessarily imposed such duties. 

At the commencement of Mrs Crudelius' long 
canvass for members for the Association, she was 
everywhere met by the feminine objection to any 
employment or oflEice involving even the appearance 
of publicity. She had much difl&culty in inducing 
ladies to become oflfice-bearers. The first Honorary 
President was the late Lady Dunfermline, who was 
obliged to resign the oflEice on the death of Lord 
Dunfermline in the following year. The first Vice- 
President was the late Mrs Mair, who only con- 
sented to hold the oflfice till some one else could be 
found to take it The second annual report of the 
Association, printed in March, 1870, shows her 
Grace the Duchess of Argyle to have been 
President, Mrs Burton and Miss Blythe, Vice- 
Presidents ; Mrs Eanken, Treasurer; Mrs Crudelius, 
Secretary; while Madame Kunz, Miss Hamilton, 
and Miss Dick Lauder made up the rest of the 
executive committee. Mrs Daniell, whose kind 
and active assistance is often mentioned in Mrs 
Crudelius' correspondence, had before this been 
obliged to resign the Treasurer's oflfice on leaving 
Edinburgh. The ordinary members of the Associ- 
ation, that is the lady members who were expected 
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to attend its meetings, numl)crcd sixty-three ; and 
the honorary members, gentlemen, seventy-six. 
At that time only ladies were invited to attend the 
meetings, as only ladies were or are permitted to 
attend the classes. 

The few and simple rules which then existed are 
subjoined : 

* 1. The Officers of the Association shall consist 
of a President, two Vice-Presidents (one pro- 
fessional, and one non-professional), a Secretary, 
and a Treasurer. 

* 2. The President shall not be subject to change, 
but the other four OflEicers shall retire at the end 
of four years, and be eligible for re-election. 

* 3. There shall be an Executive Committee, 
consisting of the Officers of the Association and 
three additional Members : these three shall retire 
at the end of three years, and be eligible for 
re-election. 

* 4. Any lady wishing to join the Association 
shall be proposed by a Member, who shall send in 
her name to the Secretary a month before a 
General Meeting, and at that Meeting a ballot 
shall take place, one black ball in six excluding. 

* 5, At General Meetings nine shall form a 
quorum, inclusive of Officers present, and at 
Executive Meetings three. 

* Q. There shall be four General Meetings of the 
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Association each year, held on the second Wed- 
nesdays of October, January, x^ipril, and July, in 
No, 5 St Andrew Square, at Three o'clock p.m. ; 
notice to be given to the Members three days 
before. 

' 7. The Meeting in October shall be considered 
the Annual one, when reports shall be presented to 
the Members. 

' 8. Subscriptions are due in October, and should 
be paid to the Treasurer before the January 
Meeting. 

' 9. The Executive shall have power to call a 
Special General Meeting at any time, notice to be 
sent to the Members eight days before. Twenty 
of the Ordinary Members shall have power to call 
a Special General Meeting, by sending a signed 
notice of the cause to the Secretary a clear fort- 
night before the time desired for the Meeting; 
the Secretary to give notice to the Executive 
immediately on receipt of such requisition. 

' 10. Any Member shall have the privilege of 
bringing one friend at a time once only to a 
General Meeting, with a view to her being 
ultimately proposed as a Member of the Associa- 
tion, if approving of the same ; — strangers from a 
distance admitted without such ultimate intention. 

'11. All matters of importance to be decided 
by vote taken at a General Meeting, or a specially 
convened one ; but in the event of circumstances 
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arising rccpiiriiig prompt and immediate action, 
the Executive shall have power to act on their 
own responsil)ility. 

' 12. Any Meml)er wishing to bring before the 
Association a motion on any sulgect, shall send a 
copy of that motion to the Secretary a fortnight 
l)efore the date of the General Meeting at which 
she wishes it discussed, so that notice of it may 
1)0 given to the IMembers along with the other 
business to be transacted at such Meeting. 

'13. The minimum Annual Subscription shall 
be 5s.' 

Professor Masson as the first lecturer for the 
Association, and its zealous and steady friend from 
its beginning to this day, was necessarily in 
constant correspondence with Mrs Crudelius. The 
bulk of the notes and letters exchanged are on 
points of detail connected wdth the working of 
the Association, each one of which was weighed 
by Mrs Crudelius with the most sedulous care 
for its possible immediate or remote efiects on 
the ultimate success of her scheme. Her thoughts 
were so constantly busy on the subject with so 
entire a devotion of herself and her own interests 
to her object, that her coadjutors learned more 
and more to consider their duty merely that of 
supporting her opinions, rather than asserting 
or maintaining any of their own. Let any one have 
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what seemed to them the best formed reasons for 
some motion of their own, and if it were not 
in accordance with Mrs Crudelius' views, Mrs 
Crudelius would at last convince them that she had 
thought out the matter so much more earnestly 
than they had, that her view was more likely to 
be right than their own. In this there was not 
the slightest egotism, no wish to carry a point 
merely because it was hers. . Mrs Crudelius' manner 
may have sometimes given the impression of an 
egotism which was not in her character. When 
she had made up her mind that a measure was 
right and ought to be carried, she did not scruple 
to maintain it strongly, but those who knew her, 
knew that it was her measure not herself she stood 
up for, and that the measure had caused her an 
amount of candid and anxious deliberation and 
thought, which it had certainly received from no 
one else. 

Amongst a very large number of letters to Pro- 
fessor Masson, only most rarely does a word about 
herself occur. 

Gn the 14th February 1868, she writes *It is 
very good of you to take so much trouble about 
all this, and I feel sorry to inflict such long letters 
on you, but I am so afraid of making mistakes. 
How very gladly I would draw out of it, if I felt 
sure that I could ; not draw back you understand, 
but let my place be filled up and myself no more 
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known. You asked me yesterday which party I 
would care to join amongst Fame's suitors, mine 
would rather be negative, I would not go at all, 
or I would take Chaucer's own words and own 
position (in the dream of an onlooker of course I 
mean) as my motto and stand point.' 

On the 24th March, Mrs Crudelius writes to Mrs 
Masson 'Have you heard that the first public 
meeting' (on the parliamentary franchise for 
women) *is to take place in London on the 6tli, 
and the second in Manchester, on the 14th April ? 
Of course you will have heard. I forget that 
I am ever so far behind. The most irksome 
feeling to me in illness is the constant passing on 
of time and the regular succession of day and 
night. It gives me such a sense of the " perpetual 
motion " of the world, and the conviction that one's 
own plans are subject to the same law, whatever it 
may be, and it seems equally difficult to make up 
to it or to bring them back from retrogression." 

A single quotation from the sort of matter 
which forms the bulk of the correspondence with 
Professor Masson, will serve to show the wise and 
anxious care, always moderate in its character, 
bestowed on every arrangement. 

' Chapelside, TJth March, 1868. 
*The arrangement of days I think might be 
better. Your sul)ject is one which we do get 
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j^ometliiiig of at school, as some schools have really 
good teaching in it, therefore I would strongly re- 
commend one of the less habitual courses following 
or preceding yours on the same day. My reason 
for thinking it well to leave two days in the week 
free is by no means merely economical ^ but is 
nearly as much based upon the social habits of 
girls "come out." There must be very careful 
and gradual overcomin^y — if not breakin<]r down of 
the hindrances to work which seem so trifling in 
tliemselves and yet are so powerful in efibct.' 

Writing to Mrs Kunz on the 5th June 1868, 
Mrs Crudelius says . . . . ' My aim is (always 
sub rosa as you know) the throwing open of the 
University to us, not the organising of a special 
college for women. Hence my wish to go 
cautiously. When twenty young women come 
forward and say we want to study for the medical 
profession ^ it will be real delight to help them on, 
but at present the division of each subject into 
three parts would really land us, etc' 

To Trofessor Masson, 22d August 1868. 

' I have liad a good deal of annoyance about the 
** limitation of age question " on which I tried to 
come half way from my own views, which are 

^ This bears reference to the hire of the lecture room. 

^ It is perhaps proper to state that this reference to the study of 

medicine is merely used here in illustration of a principle. The 

corruspoudence was not on that subject 

P 
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{iiitagonistic to all restrictions upon freedom in 
such things. The arbitrary nature of a limitation 
of age in such a matter as the education of girls 
has something to me of a refined cruelty about it, 
and ofiers a premium to dwadlers almost. However, 
I shall like to have a long talk with you over the 
pros and cons when you return to Edinburgh.' 

This question of a limitation of age was one of 
the few on which Mrs Crudelius was over-ruled 
by the general opinion of the other members of the 
Association, the writer amongst them. It appeared 
to them that, considering the very small expense of 
the Association classes as compared with the course 
at ladies' schools and the general unthinkingness 
of the public in regard to the mental training of 
girls, these classes would run imminent risk of 
being overrun by mere children, and the teaching 
consequently lowered to their level, were students 
at any age, however early, received without restric- 
tion. Conflicting opinions were ultimately recon- 
ciled, as far as possible, by the rule that no 
student under seventeen should be admitted except 
after passing an entrance examination. 

' Chapelside, October 1st 1868. 
. . . . * I have not copied this note, and for 
a while I shall not copy my letters to you, while 
they touch upon managing the people ! Won't it 
be best not ? Or am I bound to do it ?' 
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This chapter must include the report of the pro- 
fessor and examiner of the one class inauo^urated 
by the Association in its first year, as best showing 
the actual result of the first year's work. 

'PROFESSOR MASSON'S REPORT. 

* Respecting the class of English Literature, with which the 
Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association commenced its 
work last session, I beg leave to report as follows : — 

*The course consisted of thirty lectures, and extended, at 
the rate of two lectures in each week, from the 16th of 
January to the 30th of April. The nature of the course may 
be indicated by saying that it comprised a view of the History 
of English Literatui*e, and such expositions of matters of 
Literature and Style generally as could be connected there- 
with. As had been announced at the outset, and in accordance 
with the avowed aims of the Association, the endeavour was 
to make the course a systematic one, and, as nearly as possible, 
such as would be suitable for students in the University stage 
of their education. Two subjects for English Essays were 
prescribed during the course, by way of exercise in composi- 
tion, and to give opportunity for judging of the attainments 
of the students, that might be useful. There was also a 
special exiamination at the end, by means of a printed paper 
of questions on the subjects of the lectures. 

*The entire number of enrolled members of the class was 
265. The attendance, as far as I could judge, was well kept 
xip^ — unusually full, I think, for such a class, till towards the 
end, when it was thinned by the customary departure of 
families from town about that season of the year. In future, 
I fancy, the session ought not to be prolonged beyond March. 

* Many of the ladies composing the class joined it, I believe, 
mainly to show their interest in the objects of the AssociatioD, 
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and attended tlic lectures in order to set an example. Includ- 
ing these, a considerable proportion of the class attended only 
in the capacity of liearers of the lectures. The habit of note- 
taking, however, was veiy general; and in the majority of 
instances the notes taken in the class were expanded at home, 
and their suggestions occasioned special readings that might 
not otherwise have been undertaken. Such note-taking and 
private readings along the route of tlie lectures ought to count 
as work ; and hence the proportion of working students in the 
class is not fully represented by the number of those who 
declared themselves working students, in a special sense, by 
also giving in essays or attending the £nal examination. Of 
these working students there were in all 94, who may be 
classed thus — 

* Attended examination, and gave in both essays, . 25 
'Attended examination, and gave in one essay, . 14 
'Attended examination, but did not give in an essay, 17 

* Not at examination, but gave in both essays, . 7 

* Not at examination, but gave in one essay, . . 31 

* Total, 94 

* My impressions of the class, from careful reading of the 
examination papers and essays, were in the highest degree 
satisfactory. With the average of many classes of college- 
students in my recollection, and with every disposition to be 
critical, I found ample reason to conclude that, as regards my 
own set of subjects at least, there are in the community a 
sufficient number of ladies perfectly well prepared, by prior cul- 
ture, by interest in the higher studies, by already formed habits 
of thought, and by persevering willingness, to take advantage of 
the most highly organised means of instruction accessible any- 
where within the country. There were members of the class in 
lecturing to whom one had to feel, quite as decidedly as ia 
recollecting the superior studeuts of a I7nivcrsity class, that 
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the best one was giving might have been a great deal better, 
and yet not good enough. On this point I write in detail ; 
but I prefer citing an opinion in which there may be thought 
to be less of bias — that of Mr Nicolson late examiner in the 
department of Philosophy (which department includes my 
subjects), in the University of Edinburgh. Mr Nicolson wa^ 
kind enough to read, at my request, a selection from the 
examination papers ; and the substance, of his opinion is in 
the possession of the Honorary Secretary of the Association. 

* DAVID MASSON. 

* Edinburgh, October 10, 1868.' 

<MR NICOLSON'S REPORT. 

' Thursday, ^Qih April 1868. 
'Dear Professor Masson, — After so recent and severe 
a grind at examinations, it was- at first sight rather trying to 
begin again. I have, however, gone through these papers, not 
only with patience, but with pleasure. I was afraid the 
hand-writing would bother me; but instead of that J was 
agreeably sui^rised to find all the i>apers perfectly legible, 
which is more than cojild be said for an equal number of those 
I have been lately working at. 

* I have read them all with great satisfaction. 

*I am sorry you didn't show me some of the essays also, 
because the proof from them would, I imagine, be still more 
striking, as well as interesting. I should expect something 
much above the common in the way of original composition 
from the writers of some of the papers you sent me. How- 
ever, as it may be said that reading and writing "comes by 
nature*' to women, while the doing of written examinations 
is one of those " gifts of fortune " hitherto confined to the 
male sex, the latter may be regarded as a more severe and 
c<jnclusive test of what ladies can do. So regarding it, and 
comparing it, as I think it quite fair to do, with what I have 
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8Pen and examincxl, wliich is not little, in the University of 
Edinburgh, I have no hesitation in saying that not only would 
any of the ladies whose papers I have looked at, pass in the 
department of English Literature for the degree of M.A., but 
that some of them would probably take a high place among 
the candidates. Let it not be supi)osod from this that the 
University examination is very easy, and the average attain- 
ment poor. As you know, it is quite the reverse. The 
general merit of the students' papers has always impressed me 
greatly, and seldom more than on the last occasion. 

' I must say this for the ladies, however, as a matter of (to 
me) curious and interesting fact, that their answers .in these 
papers contrast with the general run of those of our University 
students, in being more succinct and to the pointy with less 
verbosity and longwindedness for the mere display of 
knowledge, or clouding of ignorance, and also, in the best of 
them, by more entire freedom from confusion or error. In 
this respect, indeed, as well as in exhaustiveness, some of them 
seem to me quite remarkable, and might safely be printed, 
if it were necessary, as a samj^le of what the ladies can do. 

' I don't forget, of course, in thus com2)aring these papers 
with our University ones, that the ground you have gone over 
has been comparatively limited, and that our' University 
students have many subjects to get up. But that fact is again 
balanced by this other, that to most, if not all, of these ladies^ 
this trial, as I understand, was an entirely novel one, for 
which they had not the advantage of previous training and 
practice. In written examinations, as we know from our 
experience, that goes a great way. 

' Taking, then, these paj)ers as a fair sample of the results 
of your work in the Hopetoun Rooms this winter, I should 
say that they ai*o eminently satisfactory, and that the Ladies' 
Association is entitled to be i*egarded, so far as it has gone, 
as a splendid success. 
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'Another thing I forgot to notice in these papers is the 

correctness of the orthography. We know that even great 

men sometimes misspell, particularly in proper names, and I 

have seen, alas ! distinguished students occasionally make a 

lapsus of the strangest kind. Nothing of the kind has met 

my eye in these papers, which I think is very creditable — 

Yours truly. 

^ALEX. NICOLSON.' 

* EXAMINATION PAPER FOR FIRST SESSION OF 

'THIRTY LECTURES. 

'Friday, Uth April, 1868. 2 to 4. 

* 1. Name the four " Antecedent Literatures " referred to in 
the Course, and mention some of the more important bequests 
wo have received from each. 

* 2. Of what elements is the Vocabulary of the Ejiglish 
L.inguage mainly composed, and what is the nature ,of the 
change that has been going on in its Grammar since the Anglo- 
Saxon period ? Give instances ; and refer, under both heads of 
the question, to the influence of the Norman Conquest. 

* 3. Into what periods was the History of English Literature, 
from 1250, divided in the Course] Naaie six important 
writers of the firat period, and as many of the second ; and^ 
for each of the other periods (omitting the last), make out 
three groups of names— one of its chief historical writers, 
another, of its chief philosophical writers, and the third, of its 
chief poets. 

* 4. Compare briefly Chaucer's poetic genius or temper with 
that of the author of Piers Ploughman ; and explain the 
principle of the kind of verse in which Piers Ploughman is 
written. 

* 5. State the " Law of Leisure," as explained in the Course, 
and refer to illustrations of it, in the History of English 
Literature. 
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* 6. What is tLe nature of Pastoral Poetry as nnderstood 
and practised by Spenser 1 Mention a few other English 
pastoralists. 

* 7. Exhibit, by means of dates and divisions, or in any 
other way, the general course either of Shakespeare's life or 
of Milton's. Take one of the two only. 

* 8. Describe generally the Pamphlet Literature of the time 
of the Long Parliament and the Civil Wars ; and, in connec- 
tion with this, say something as to the origin and early history 
of British Newspapers and Periodicals. 

' 9. What authors of chief note did Scotland contribute to 
the general list of the eighteenth century 1 What had been 
peculiar in the separate course of Scottish literary history 
before that time 1 ' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SECOND YEAR OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

The brilliant success of the first course of lectures, 
Professor Masson's, justified the Association in 
organizing three classes for the following winter, 
and Professors Tait and Fraser agreed to lecture ; 
Professor Fraser on Logic and Metaphysics, Pro- 
fessor Tait on Natural Science, while Professor 
Masson again gave a course of English Literature. 
The whole number of students in the three classes 
numbered 335, thus 70 more than those who 
formed Professor Masson's class in the previous 
year; 129 attended Professor Masson's second 
year's class, 141 Professor Tait's, and 65 Professor 
Fraser's. The Professors and Examiners' Reports 
of the work done by these classes are subjoined : 

* PROFESSOR MASSON'S REPORT OP THE CLASS 
IN ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

' Mt class of English Literature in tLe second session of the 
Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association was opened on Mon- 
day the 16th of November 1868, and closed on Wed- 
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iiesday the 31st of March 1869. Thirty-eight lectures in all 
were delivered to the class during the seHsion, at the rate of 
two lectures in each week. Tliese lectures were arranged into 
two parallel courses, — one entitled **The Theoretical Course," 
and consisting of Lectures on Style and on the Principles of 
Literature in its leading kinds; the other entitled ** The 
Historical Course," and devoted to a Chronological Survey 
of the History of English Literature, with express attention 
to its princi[)al facts and epochs, and their connections with 
the history of the nation. In addition to the thirty-eight 
ordinary lecture meetings, there were three special meetings 
of two hours each, for examination of the class by means of 
answers to printed papers of questions on the lectures. One 
such class-examination was held just before Christmas, when 
about a third of the session had elaj)sed ; the other two were 
held at corresponding intervals. That there might be better 
opportunity for strict and leisurely practice in English com- 
j^osition than had been aftbrded by the examinations, and 
better means for judt^'ing of the merits of the students 
relatively to each other by this important test, two subjects 
for English essays were prescribed during the session, one of 
a descriptive kind, the other somewhat more speculative. 

* In all respects, the class was conducted in accordance with 
the fixed principle of the Association, that the instruction 
I)rovided by it for ladies shall corres])ond, as nearly as 
possible, to that provided for young men by our Scottish 
Universities. In the matter of the lectures, in the style and 
method of the class-examinations, and in the nature of the 
essays prescribed, this principle was kept in view. 

*The total number of enrolled students in the class was 129. 
As far as attendance and note-taking at the lectures were 
concerned, nearly all these, I believe, were effective students. 
Of working students in the more special sense, implying not 
merely attendance and note-taking, but also participation, moi*e 
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or lefts, in the examinations, and exercises, the exact number 
was 80. These may be classed as follows : — 

'Attended all the three examinations, and gave in 

both essays, ....... 25 

'Attended all the three examinations, and gave in 

one essay, ....... 8 

' Attended two examinations, and gave in both essays, 7 
' Attended two examinations, and gave in one essay, 8 

* Attended one examination, and gave in both essays, 1 

* Attended one examination, and gave in one essay, 3 
' Attended all the three examinations, but gave in no 

essay, 6 

* Attended two examinations, but gave in no essay, 8 
' Attended one examination, but gave in no essjiy, 7 
' Gave in one essay, but did not attend any examination, 7 

80 

^ From this it will be preceived that, among the 80 classed as 
working students, there were considerable differences in respect 
of the amount of work rendered. 

* At the close of the session, while certificates of attendance 
only were given to those who had not taken part in the class- 
examinations and exercises, certificates of a more particular 
kind were given to the working members of the class. These 
certificates were of three grades, according to merit, as 
determined by the amount and quality of the work done. 
The absolute number of attainable marks being fixed at 500 
(100 for each of the three examination papers, and the same 
for each of the two essays), all who obtained 300 marks 
and over were arranged in the first grade ; all whose marks 
ranged between 200 and 300 were classed in the second grade ; 
and all who obtained less than 200 marks were classed in the 
third grade. It is to be understood that, until the examina- 
tion of the papers and essays was concluded and the classifica- 
tion made, the students were known only by theii* class 
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inimbers ; the names, wliero ascertained at all, were ascertaincnl 
subsequently, with the consent of the students themselves. 
Certificates of the first grade were awarded to 13 students, the 
three highest of whom received also the Prizes provided for 
the class hy the Association ; certificates of the second ^rade 
were given to 19 students; and 47 were found entitled to 
certificates of the third grade. 

*In the more biief lleport which I have already had the 
honour to submit to the Committee of the Association, I gave 
my general impressions of my class of 1868-9 as follows: — 
** My experience last session confirmed the opinion which I 
have long held, and which I felt warranted in expressing to 
the Association after the experiment of the first session, — to 
wit, that there is no reason whatever why instruction exactly 
like that given in our Universities, in the same subjects and 
by the same methods, should not, in every University city at 
least, be accessible to women. I had a large and excellent 
class. It was conducted as nearly as possible as a University 
class of the same kind is conducted ; and I applied much the 
same standard in judging of results. The average came fully 
up to the averages elsewhere within my memory, and the best 
here were closely comparable to the best there." To this I 
adhere ; but I may be allowed to express my satisfaction that 
the Association can now cite other testimonies than mine in 
fiupj)ort of the convictions on which it was founded, and to 
which it remains perseveringly true. Tt was much to find my 
colleagues, Professors Tait and Eraser, associated with me 
last session, and conducting classes for the Association in their 
respective subjects ; it is more to know that these two eminent 
and experienced Professors were able, at the close of the 
session, unhesitatingly to assure the Association that, in their 
subjects too, success in teaching women strictly and academi- 
cally could remain doubtful only to those who had not tiied 
such teaching or seen it tried. DAVID MASSON. 

'January 25, 1870.' 
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'PEOFESSOR TAIT'S REPORT OF THE CLASS IN 
' EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS. 

* I undertook, with coDsiderable hesitation, to give a course 
of lectures on Experimental Physics, which should be (though 
elementary) strictly scientific, and not (in the common and 
degi'aded sense of the word) poptdar. In other words, I deter- 
mined that if I tried the experiment at all, I should do it with 
the sole view of imparting accurate information; all mere 
sensational displays being sedulously avoided. 

*I intimated in my opening lecture that I was perfectly 
ignorant of what might reasonably be expected from my class 
— so far at least as regarded their fitness by preparation, not 
by natural capacity, for attacking the subject. I was greatly 
pleased to find that the want of preliminary training did not 
interfere, to any serious extent, with their progress. The 
answering at examinations, of the working part of the class was 
very satisfactory. A considerable number passed with great 
credit, and there were a few whose answers could scarcely 
have been improved. I look upon the experiment as a very 
successful one indeed, and have no longer any fears of the 
effects of defective previous training. A more attentive or 
intelligent class I have never had, nor (considering the small 
number of lectures into which so much had to be compressed) 
one in which the progress made was more marked. 

* My own opinion was formed mainly from the papers sent 
in at the first examination, all of which I carefully went over ; 
I also saw the best papers sent in at each of the other examina- 
tions. My assistant in the University, Mr W. R. Smith, was 
kind enough to undertake the bulk of the work at the later 
examinations. The following is his opinion of the merits of 
the answering as compared with that of the University 
students. It does not, at first sight, appear so favourable as 
it will really be found on mature consideration. 

*P. G. TAIT.' 
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*MR. SMITH'S llEPORT 

'The ladies' papers last vinter were obviously done with 
great care. Almost all the papers showed sifyns of great 
attention, though in a good many cases attention of rather a 
mechanical kind, quite unintelligible notes having often been 
carefully got up and accurately written out, 

*The rejtson of this, however, seemed to be not so much 
confusion of thought as hesitation on the part of the widters 
to assume that what appeared nonsense to them was absolute 
nonsense. For what was understood was in general clearly 
grasped, and expressed with a neatness and directness not very 
common in University papers. Excej)t where quite thrown 
out by the novelty of the ideas involved, the average student 
seemed to have her powers of expression and thought better in 
hand than a University man of the same standing; and mainly 
to this I would ascribe the fact that the average marks gained 
were decidedly higher than those gained on similar papers at 
the University. 

* There were one or two very good students at the top of the 
class who were in every respect equal to the best University 
men; but below these there was rather a rapid descent to 
painstaking mediocrity. 

' It is of course fair to remember that, to most of the class, 
not only physical facts, but all physical and mathematical 
ideas, were perfectly new. Even a sound knowledge of 
arithmetic in its theory was very far from well diffiused. 

* In matters which did not involve accurate mathematical 
ideas, the performance was decidedly superior, and there was 
never reason to complain of want of diligent effort to assimi- 
late ideas that were felt to be new and difficult. 

* PROFESSOR ERASERS REPORT OF THE CLASS 
' OF LOGIC AND MENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 

' I opened the class in November 1868 with the sense of a 
very obscure future. It was the first attemjjt of the kind in 
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Great Britain, to induce women to exercise and thus strengthen 
the higher intellectual powers by a systematic study of Logic 
and the other sciences comprehended in Intellectual Philo- 
sophy. It was the most novel part of the experiment which 
the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association is now making. 
The prejudice against metaphysical or reflective studies, 
characteristic of uneducated, and still more of half-educated 
persons, was likely to be aggravated when women were thus 
invited to study the Philosophy of Mind. And, besides, I 
had only an indistinct knowledge of the intellectual prepara- 
tion, and j)Ower of sustained attention, with which students 
who might enrol in the class were to be credited. 

* In the early part of the session I worked in the dark, and 
during the session I was feeling my way, testing the intel- 
ligence and sympathy of the students by a course of rather 
miscellaneous discussions, now in Psychology, and then in 
Logic, But I allowed no abatement of academical severity 
in the lectures, examinations, or other exercises. 

* Sixty-five students enrolled. Forty-eight of these shared 
more or less in the examinations and essays of the class. I 
found, as the session advanced, that I had at the outset under- 
rated the mental power and persistency of as able and zealous 
a set of students as I have ever had the 'good fortune to 
conduct. It became evident, as far as the results of a session 
could make it so, that women were not inferior to the other 
sex in capacity for psychological and logical education, and 
that they might be animated witli the enthusiasm for these 
studies which Scotchmen so often show. 

' The operations of the class comprehended two lectures in 
each week, together with three general examinations (in 
December, Febniary, and the end of March), by means of 
]irinted questions on the subjects of the lectures, and also on 
portions of books proposed by me for private reading in con- 
nection with the lectures. The books thus employed (and 



partly provided in a class-library founded by the students) 
included the manuals of Fowler and Whately, Ilainiltou's 
Logic, and that of Mr Mill ; with ])assages in Locke, Held, 
Stewart, Brown, Hamilton, and Fenier, — in general, Mental 
Philosophy. Essays on subjects suggested by the lectures 
were also given in. 

* Twenty-nine members of the class attended all the three 
examinations, thirty-five attended two, and forty-seven attendcnl 
one. Of the two essays j^roposed, forty-eight students gave 
in one, and twenty-seven gave in both. 

*In the examinations, the average of marks gained was 
about 55 per cent ; one-twelfth of the class gained more than 80 
per cent, of the marks, and only one had less than 25 per cent. 
While the questions proposed here and in the Junior Class of 
Logic in the Univereity were about equally difficult, and as 
far as possible the same, the answers hei^ were fully equal to 
those received in the University. I may add that no student 
in either class can obtain 80 per cent, for answers to questions 
such as those j)roposed without having a si)ecial aptitude for 
Mental Philosophy. A very much smaller percentage than 
this is of course consistent with the attainment of many of the 
ailvantages of philosophical study as a general mental discipline. 
The answers given by more than one at these examinations 
indicated i>ower not inferior to that of successful candidates 
for Honours in Mental Philosophy at Graduation, or at 
examinations for Scholarshii^s and Fellowsiiips, although not 
atiected by some of the motives which stimulate study in tlie 
other sex. 

' Some of the essays were very good, and in one or two the 
higher questions of Mental Philosophy handled by Hamilton 
and Mr Mill were discussed with a firmness, acuteness, and 
intellectual gi*asp not excelled by the best students elsewhere. 
But. as a whole, the essays were shorter, and less elaborate in 
treatment, than those i-eceived in the Uuiver«>itv— more of 
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the nature of letters on philosophical subjects than academical 
discussions. 

'The experiment of this first session, as one marked the 
cheerful tone of study from week to' week, suggested how much 
happiness may be obtained for women in cultivating the 
accuracy, enlargement of thought, tolerant temper, insight 
into the deeper meaning of life, and power to recognise prin- 
ciple among all sorts of details, which philosophical study pro- 
motes. And the ready availableness of the study, as an edu- 
cational organ, impressed one not less. No barrier of previous 
linguistic or mathematical knowledge need interpose between 
the mental sciences and the mind of any intelligent girl ; while 
the study at the same time encourages other sorts of liberal 
employment of intellect, with all of which it is naturally in 
alliance, tending as it does to concentrate and harmonize them 

aU. 

<A. C. PRASER. 

* Professor of Logic and Metaphysics in 

the University of Edinburgh. 

*I have received an expression of opinion which confirms 
my own, in the following sentences by Mr Lindsay, Examiner 
in Mental Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh, who 
assisted me in the examination of the class exercises.' 

'MR LINDSAY'S REPORT. 

* 1 examined in conjunction with Professor Fraser the papers 
sent in by the students of the Ladies' Association Class of 
Logic and Mental Philosophy, at the three general examina- 
tions in Session 1868-69, and had opportunities of comparing 
them with the papers of the Logic Class in the University, 
and also with the papers given in by students examined for 
the Pass Degree of M.A. The papers of the Ladies' class 
were in no way inferior to the University papers. In spite 
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of varioiiB diRiidvantagoH, want of j»reviou8 experience in 

written examinations, want of the testing diflciplino of oral 

examination, and want of any definite aim, such as a Degree 

or Scholarship examination, to methodise reading, the average 

percentage was somewhat higher in the Ladies' class than in 

the University class, while one or two of the best papers were 

on the whole better than any in the University class. 

*The capacity of the students for Mental Philosophy was 

proved by the extensive and varied reading, the great critical 

]>owers, and the clearness of statement which the best papers 

showed ; while the value of the study as a discipline and its 

importance in the higher education of women were amply 

lK)me out by the growing improvement of the whole class (as 

far as could be judged by written papers and essays), in 

ability to think and express thinking clearly, concisely, and 

pointedly. 

'THOMAS M. LINDSAY, M.A., 

* Examiner in Philosophy to the University 

* of Edinburgh. 
'Jctfmmnj 17, 1870.' 

The printing of the report here quoted was 
delayed till March of 1870, pending certain negotia- 
tions with the University. 

Mrs Crudelius' aim always w^as as close a con- 
nection as possible with the University, but her 
principle of action in regard to that as to all her 
other objects was entire moderation. Persons of 
extreme views called her a trimmer. Her favourite 
proverb was ' better half a loaf than no bread/ and 
she always accepted, with thanks, crumbs which 
others would have rejected with scorn. Some of 
her friends discovered only by dogi'oes how entirely 
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her ultimate objects coincided with their own; only 
her views as to the best means of attaining these 
objects differed from theirs. 

In the report already quoted, Mrs Crudelius 
says : — 

* Attempts have been made of the same kind (as ours) in 
other towns, both in England and Scotland, with varying 
measures of success ; but it is a subject for congratulation that, 
regard being had to the length of the courses, the steady 
mental drill, and the constant and progressive testing both of 
powers and attainments, which are so marked features in the 
Edinburgh experiment, this experiment must be looked upon 
as the most successful. It is well that it is so, as the steadi- 
ness of the Students, and the high average quality of their 
work, have led to the consideration by the Senatns Academicus 
of the whole subject of the " Higher Education of Women,*' 
with a view to the possibilities of united action of the Univer- 
sity and the Association. 

* The Committee of Senatus met several times in the early 
part of 1869 ; and the possibility that it might resume the 
subject early in the session, which began in November last, 
caused your Committee to delay the Annual Report for a short 
time, in the hope that a more clearly defined outline of the 
nature and scope of their discussions might be supplied to the 
members of the Association. This reconsideration, however, 
has not as yet taken place ; and in this Report only a general 
notice can be taken of facts, the gist of which many will have 
gathered from the report of University proceedings supplied to 
the public through the newspapers. The ground taken by the 
Committee in their deliberations seems to have been distinctly 
in accordance with the whole spirit of the Association's 
aims. The question of special professional training was alto- 
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gether left out, as not bearing ii))on the object in view ; 
which is, distinctively, the Higher Education of women, — 
that being understood to mean the best possible develop- 
ment of all their faculties, in the conviction that such full 
development is the best help to a good and useful life, whatever 
may be the scene, and whatever the after pursuits of that life. 
The establishment of a Faculty of Arts, or general Educational 
Faculty for women, has always been the aim of the Associa- 
tion, and the University has it in its power, and we cannot 
but hope will have in its will also, to simplify the work, and 
shorten the struggle, by acting with us, and supplying what is 
wanting. We feel that our hopes have a certain logic to 
justify them, for the University has gone considerably beyond 
our requirements, by opening its doors to women for the study 
of medicine. It would not be fitting in this report to say 
much about this concession to women. Opinions vary ex- 
tremely among the members on the subject; and this is no 
inconsistency, since to approve of high general development 
and attainment is one thing, and to approve of professional 
training, gone through with a view to its natural industrial 
outcome, another. 

*Very lately the University of Cambridge seems to have 
discovered for itself the foi-ce of an argument which is strongly 
implied in the conduct of the movement here, viz., that only 
half, and that the latter and less important half, of the work is 
done, when a system of examination of high attainments is 
devised and carried out before an equally high system of 
teaching is organized. In spite of the difficulties which beset 
corporate action in such a direction on the part of Cambridge, 
the fii*8t step has been taken, and classes for women have 
already been opened there in various branches of study. The 
University of Edinburgh has infinitely greater facilities for 
incorporating the teaching of women with its ordinary work, 
as it is distinctively a teaching University, with classes con- 
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ducted by Professors, and unencumbered with College residence 
rules. This system makes it a comparatively easy matter to 
devise a means (without going into the vexed question of 
mixed classes) of extending its advantages, in at least some 
departments, to women. 

* In the prospect that the consideration of the subject will be 
resumed by the University authorities, we may venture to 
express a hope that any help offered us may be in the form of 
privileges which are unattainable except through the corporate 
power of the University. 

*In closiug the first Report, we appealed to other educa- 
tional bodies not to misjudge us, and we are glad to see that 
by degrees any little misunderstanding of our relative positions 
is dying out. We must repeat the appeal for preparatory 
classes, especially in the sciences. In a city where primary 
instruction and the methods of imparting it are so good as in 
Edinburgh, a high stand should be taken in all educational 
matters. And, in the Association classes, a little preparatory 
knowledge of certain subjects would do much to smooth away 
the difficulties felt by some at first in receiving advanced in- 
struction by methods different from those to which they have 
been accustomed. 

* In conclusion, we trust the public has by this time recog- 
nised the steady pursuit of the aim announced by us at the 
outset. With our third Session proceeding so successfully as 
it is now doing, we feel that whatever the future may have in 
store for us, three winters' work will have imparted so much 
sound knowledge, drawn forth so many all but latent powers, 
and developed and matured so many neglected faculties, that 
some permanent infusion of the spirit and taste for high 
culture may be counted upon as a certain result. And, as 
women, we rejoice in the belief that this has been done at no 
sacrifice of any good thing. The fears that " too much leaiii 
ing/^ if it did not make the learners mad, might make them 
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unwomanly, have proved groundless. So far as we can see, 
cultivation does for women what it does for men — ^intensifies 
every moral attiibute in proportion to the mental growth. 
Those who must go out into the world go out with a truer 
coui-age, founded upon a nobler estimate of work ; those 
whose duties lie within the circle of homo find them invested 
with a n^w and vivid significance from the higher elevation 
and consequent larger views of their own minds ; and, finally, 
as " woman is not undeveloi)ed man," we believe that woman- 
hood can only bo made more truly womanly, as manhood is 
made more truly manly, by the utmost use of the possibilities 

of high cultivation. 

'MAHY CRUDELIUS, 

* lion Secy,^ 

On the IStli November, 18G8, the beginning of 
the second year of the Association, Mrs Crudelius 
writes to Professor Masson on a little point, — ' I 
like the idea of the gown very much, I think it 
will give quite an academical air to the thing. 
Will you tell Professor Fraser so?' After this 
date the Professors always lectured for the Associa- 
tion in their college gowns. 

' Chapelside 19^ Nov., 1868. 

*To Professor Masson. 

. . . . ' Are you not disgusted at the result 
of the Westminster Election (that in which Mr 
John Stuart Mill lost his seat) ? My passive con- 
dition just now lets me get up the election news 
pretty fully. The members for Dundee, especially 
the new one, are in favour of our property bill 
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(the Married Women's Property Bill). Is there 
no good-natured nonentity who will give up for 
Mill? Do you think there is any chance that if 
Gladstone gets in for S. W. Lancashire, his present 
seat for Greenwich will be oflFered to Mill ? I wish 
somebody would put the people up to that. I am 
disgusted at my native county, Lancashire, so far. 
' Mrs Daniell tells me you have been speaking to 
her about a committee for enquiring into the power 
of the University as to examinations for women. ^ 
She says that you report the Professors as saying 
generally "what do you want? We are willing 
to help you, but define your needs before we com- 
mit ourselves." That is just where our difiiculty 
commences, for I do not seie how we are to define 
needs before we can satisfactorily define advantages, 
or more properly possessions. To know what we 
want, we must at least be fairly conscious of what 
we have. The difficulty, however, whether solely 
that or a complication of that with other things, 
shall not be insuperable. I wish I were well 
enough to come to you, or even to write as I 
should, but thought is almost impossible to me 
now.' 

* Chapelside, Nov. 21, 1868. 
*To Pkofessor Masson. 

. . . . ' Is it the case that most of the Pro- 

^ It must be observed that this is written a year and a half before 
the publication of the report c^uoted. This note refers to the begin- 
ning of the proceedings therein described. 
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fessors here are in favour of opening tlie University 
to us ? I have a strong feeling that now we ought 
to put our strength to set the industrial wheel 
rolling. First get the bill for protection passed 
{i. e. Bill for protection of Married Women's Pro- 
perty and Earnings), and then set to work at 
getting professions thrown open. Mrs Burton has 
a good deal of right on her side, when she says 
"what is the use of this high education?" We 
must grant that the practical issues are not yet 
arrived at. These issues which will commend 
themselves to the commercial or utilitarian, call 
it which you will, they seen! to me to hinge on one 
another, — spirit of the age and nation. The educa- 
tion (by that I mean the true and right result of 
the most advanced teaching and training) is a 
real good in itself, but it is difficult to maintain 
it to be such to the mass without tangible proofs. 
At the same time, I always hold to my answer to 
Mrs Burton. I have all along felt that progress in 
education should be the leader in the trio {i.e. 
political, industrial, and educational). When we 
are better educated, we shall feel the want of an 
end and aim, and be less and less satisfied with 
the emptiness of our present lives. Something 
to do will become a real demand, not as at present, 
a mere theory of what the demand should be. All 
that has been done yet (in the industrial question) 
is so petty and weak. All these " Societies for 
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the Employmont of Women " fail so utterly in the 
elements of large organization, at least so it seems 
to me from the miserable results, and they don't 
aim high enough, and they don't aim straight ; 
however, it is easier to find fixult than to mend 
matters, but of one thing I feel convinced, that 
any movement now must be clear of the existing 
societies; let them fufil their duties as register 
offices for the lower classes, which is about all that 
they are, and that on a small scale, but don't let 
them interfere with and be a drag upon efibrts of 
a different kind. I have been interrupted, and 
have just time to close. Don't think that I am 
deserting education, but I want its itses to begin to 
develope themselves. Tell me if you have thought 
much about that; I look upon you as our great 
friend and helper You will under- 
stand my use of the unpopular term protection ^ in 
a limited sense. It is a wrong word in spirit, 
justice would be a fitter. I must just add my 
entire agreement with you in what you write 
respecting the University, but the question of 
specialities comes in here, and I haven't time 
for it' 

' Mrs Burton ' feels a slight objection to being 
confounded with the 'mass,' who can see no use 
in anything which cannot show a tangible 

1 111 reference to what has preceded on Bill for pi'otectioH of 
Married Woiueu's Property aud Earnings. 
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pecuniary result. The difference between her 
opinions and those of Mrs Crudelius arose perhaps 
from the different circumstances of their lives, Mrs 
Crudelius' earlier marriage &c. In their many dis- 
cussions written and spoken on subjects, kindred 
to those of the foregoing letter, Mrs Burton 
was wont to maintain that the discontent with pre- 
sent arrangements which Mrs Crudelius here states 
it to be her object to arouse and foment is already 
wide and general, only lacks means of expressing or 
relieving itself. Mrs Crudelius seemed to think 
she had to take up the education of the world on 
Women's questions in an earlier stage than Mrs ' 
Burton was disposed to do. Mrs Burton still 
considers it an important question, linking itself 
closely to education and harder of solution where 
women are concerned than any purely educational 
one — ^what the outcome is to be of the knowledge 
taken in. Until professions or other occupations 
offering exercise for the higher faculties are opened 
to women the case of each individual woman is 
only the harder the more highly her faculties are 
trained, though there can be no doubt that the 
immense and increasing aggregate of unutilized 
power will at last force an outlet for itself. 

' Chapelside, 24^ Nov., 1868. 
•To Professor Masson. 

. . . . ' I asked Mr Crudelius to send off 

the list by an eai'lier post than the one by which 
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this will go, I hope they will reach you in time. 
. . . . Professor Tait's class is I believe nearly 
as large as yours. ^ 

* Professor Eraser's will be smaller, but I think 
the publication of his lecture to-day may draw in 
more. Mrs Daniell reports his students as delighted 
so far. 

*I think it would be a good plan to have the 
three (introductory) lectures printed together for 
circulation.^ You and Professor Fraser seem to 
me to have done good service by striking home — 
very gently so as not to frighten people, but so 
surely that only the stupidest of the stupid can 
mistake our ultimate aim. It is for that I think 
the circulation might be good. 

' It is best that we women should do the organiz- 
ing and so forth, but the declaration of men, with- 
out its being claimed openly by us that injustice 
has been done us, and the time has come to rectify 
it, will do us service. Did Mrs DanieU ask you to 
explain (i.e., to the students) the use of the num- 
bers ? I told her, but have forgotten every time I 
have seen her to ask. They are simply for use 
instead of signatures. 

'Mrs Daniell has kept me posted up in every- 
thing ; she has come to me after every lecture, and 
I am sure she must have been glad when the week 

^ It wab larger as alrea<ly shown in appendix to Report. 

* Tliis was done. 
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was over. She is a capital worker and knowing 

she was there, made me much easier in my mind 

than I otherwise could have been/ 

The writer is not at present possessed of the 

letter (apparently one hastily written for publica- 
tion) which Mrs Crudelius here refers to, and the 
following is hardly intelligible without it, yet 
enough can be gleaned from it to make it worth a 
place here. 

» 
*To Professor Masson. 

' nth Dec, 1868. 
. . . . * There is too little time for me to- 
day to do more than indicate one or two points 
on which something might be said advantageously 
as it seems to me. — I send you a letter which I 
had occasion to write in the summer — ^it will save 
me explanation on some points. You will see that 
in it no single argument is carried out to anything 
near its limits, but the fragmentary character I 
could not help. I got the letter asking me to 
write by the next post one morning, and on 
account of the early mails I had only some three 
hours to think and write, and take the copy which 
I send. 

' Two points I must explain : — I seem in pages 4 
and 5 to take shop girls as a very advanced, or the 
most advanced class of workers — I take them as an 
illustration, because I know of no other position 
where men and women pass through something 
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like analogous stages. The numbers of women 
who as manufacturers, farmers, or wholesale mer- 
chants (of course professions are out of the category) 
are too infinitesimal to have any bearing upon 
calculations, and teaching must be left out of com- 
parison, because the low standard required in 
teachers and the numbers who flock into that 
profession, on that account and also on account of the 
false social estimate which obtains, militate very 
much against other industries, and moreover have 
brought the whole subject of teaching and teachers 
into a morbid and unhealthy state. Thus you 
will understand why I take one illustration only of 
the kinds of work where a certain amount of voli- 
tion (if I may call it so) and mental energy are 
allowed exercise. The second point is that of 
hereditary transmission — page 8 — I won't enter 
into any explanation about that, any more than to 
say that the expression 'from father to son, from 
mother to daughter' has been a little misunder- 
stood. It is faulty of course, but I meant it more 
to apply to sex^ as one knows that while the 
opinions of men about themselves and women run 
mostly in grooves, as do also the opinions of women, 
the facts of hereditary transmission, taken individu- 
ally, go more frequently from father to daughter, 
from mother to son. Without entering upon 
defects in the work attempted (that of the societies 
for employment I mean), there are two directions 
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ill which advance would be of immense benefit, 
and if you agree with me, and see your way to 
pointing them out on the 15th, perhaps you will 
do it. 

' One is, to make an effort to get any technical 
schools which may be established open for girls on 
the same terms as boys. 

* This is not my own idea, but it is so manifestly 
a step in the right direction that one adopts it at 
once as though it were one's own. There is 
immense difficulty in getting the necessary training 
for girls in business — especially so in any new line. 

'It can hardly be wondered at where incompe- 
tency would injure the experimenting individual. 
I don't know whether or not the above suggestion 
is made in the pamphlet I sent you — it is probable 
it is, as it came to me in a letter from a friend of 
mine who was the real compiler of the pamphlet, 
and writer of the most of it. 

'Government would need "worrying" about it, 
but it might be done, and would be an immense 
step for us. The other point which indeed must be 
won before women can have any feeling of freedom 
is Mr Lefevre's bill — especially that part of it 
which refers to the earnings of married women. 
The present irresponsible legal position that 
married women hold must have a most injurious 
effect upon the amount of attention given to the 
learning of any business. I hold it to be a natural 
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and right thing that every woman should have her 
hope of becoming a happy and useful wife and 
mother.; at the same time, and indeed as a natural 
result of that view, I hold it to be a wicked and 
unnatural and demoralizing thing that women 
should be forced into marriage as they now are. 

'To give her whole attention to learning a 
business, and to have her whole heart in it (as 
one must have one's heart in a pursuit to succeed 
in it), in the present state of the law, a girl must 
put aside from her the thoughts of marriage, even 
to the lesser extent that men think about it, 
because she cannot have two objects before her, 
one of which distinctly and legally neutralizes 
the other. It is impossible for me in the few 
words I can write to point out — and indeed I do 
not need to do it — the beneficent influence on 
morality which freedom of trade for women would 
have, but I say frankly that I don't believe so 
much in the combinations of men against women ; 
I don't believe so much in the hindrances which 
the vicious social estimate of trade throw in 
the way; I don't believe in anything being such 
a dead wall across one's path, as that legal 
tyranny which virtually declines to acknowledge 
any necessity for a married woman to work, 
and consequently declines to protect the. result 
of the work into which the law itself para- 
doxically forces her. The amount of waste — 
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not only of money, but of power — which must 
annually take place from these false estimates 
and laws would, I am sure, if carefully . looked 
into, astonish the country. Therefore you see 
I cannot see much hope for better industrial 
experiments for women, as long as they must 
either deny themselves marriage in order to become 
good workers, or give to their work the half- 
heartedness which cannot but exist where there is 
a great chance that any year, any month, may put 
an end to the work. There is no inducement to 
save until the time comes when marriage is a very 
remote chance, and improvidence becomes the 
regular order of things. I wish so very much that 
I were well enough to think out the things more 
clearly. I hope you will not misunderstand any- 
thing I have said. Eemember, although I look 
upon married life as the life to be really hoped for, 
I think it equally so for men as for women and it by 
no means follows that I look upon every marriage 
or every married couple as a fulfilment of duty or a 
realization of hope. There arc desperately few 
marriages of the right sort, and that won't be 
mended till marriage takes a corresponding rank 
amongst women's thoughts to what it does in men's, 
i.e., till it becomes not the business of life, but the 
rest and joy of life, and reward of the fulfilment of 
the duties of life. 

' Therefore if you could point out how necessary 
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a reform in the law is to any real progress in indus- 
trial action, I think it would do good. I might say- 
so much more, but things come in such fragments 
to my mind at present that I wouldn't give you 
the trouble of reading. And I have told you two 
points on which I would gladly see great stress laid. 
If the technical schools are not taken in time, it 
will be an endless worry and 'trouble to get even 
crumbs from them, and the thorough training is so 
much needed for women. Will you write me a mere 
line to say if you agree with me. .... I 
must rest now, as Dr Findlay and JDr Begbie are to 
come to talk and shake their heads at me this after- 
noon. ' 



u 
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CHAPTER VIL 

THIRD YEAR* OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

The report for the third year of the existence of 
the Association is brief, and to the writer seems to 
reflect the ever increasing iUness of her who was its 
author and mainspring. Mrs Crudelius' report and 
the report of the Professors who conducted the 
various classes form the best account of the work 
done in the year. 

REPORT. 

(For the year ending October 1870.) 

' In the third winter Session of the classes organised by this 
Association, Mathematics formed the only addition. The 
whole number of Students enrolled in that and the three other 
classes was 291. Except in the case of Mathematics, it has 
not been thought needful to give fuller reports from the Pro- 
fessors than those which they furnished for the Prospectus for 
the Fourth Session. These will be found in the usual 
Appendix. 

' An attempt was made in May 1870 to establish a summer 
Session, and, as a beginning, a class in Botany was organized 
under Professor Balfour's charge. The number of Lectures, 
the fee, and all essentials in the conduct of the class were the 
same as iu the winter classes, but the Lectures (forty) had to 
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be compressed into half the space of time, i.e., ten weeks, — 
with four Lectures weekly, — ^instead of twenty weeks, — with 
two Lectures weekly. This had probably some influence in 
lessening the number of Students, (which did not excfeed 
thirty-three), but the class, though small, had evidently worked 
with enthusiasm, as may be gathered from the subjoined 
report furnished by Professor Balfour. 

* The Treasurer's abstract, immediately following, will, it is 
trusted, be found satisfactory. Private reasons having led Mrs 
Ranken to resign the post of Treasurer, a cordial letter of 
thanks for her services was voted to her by the General 
Committee. At the Meeting of the third November 1870, 
Miss Hamilton was elected to the office, — Miss Dundas being 
chosen for the vacant seat in the executive. Although more 
recent changes in that Committee belong to the history of the 
current year, it has been thought advisable to refer to them 
here, in order that members may know of them as speedily as 
possible. Early in the present year (1871) the Secretary was 
compelled by ill health, and by the prospect of long aV>sence 
from home, to resign her post. She was unanimously re- 
quested to let her name remain as Secretary, and Miss 
Hamilton and Miss Dundas kindly agreed to undertake the 
duties until she should feel able to resume them. This 
arrangement made it necessary to elect a new Treasurer as suc- 
cessor to Miss Hamilton. At the sam6 General Meeting, 
held on loth February, at which the foregoing changes were 

authorized, Mrs Campbell, 51 Lauriston Place, was elected 
Treasurer. 

*The Secretary has only to add an apology, both for the 
tardy appearance of this Report and for its want of detail. 
Her excuse for the first is a winter of bad health, which has 
prevented her from doing more than the absolutely necessary 
routine work. As to the second point, the Executive Com- 
mittee have kindly consented that this Report should be a 
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short one, and that all minor details should be kept for the 
Report of 1870-1, due next October. 

' By order of the Committee, 

'MARY CRUDELIUS. 

^ Hon, Secretary.^ 

' PROFESSOR MASSON^S REPORT OP THE CLASS 
IN ENGLISH LITERATURE (1869-70). 

* At the end of the third Session of my class of English 
Literature in connexion with the Edinburgh Ladies Educa- 
tional Association, I can but repeat the expression of my satis- 
faction. There were 141 Students in the Class, of whom ninety- 
four not only attended the lectures, but also took part, more 
or less, in the practical exercises of the Class, and may there- 
fore be distinguished as working Students. There were 
two parallel Courses of Lectures, — one on Style and the 
Principles of Literature the other on the History of English 
Literature. There were three class-examinations by means 
of written papers; and two subjects were prescribed for English 
Essays. In the Lectured, in the Examinations, and in the 
Essays, there was strict adherence to the principle of the 
Association, that the work of its Classes should correspond as 
closely as possible with the work of similar Classes in our 
Scottish Universities. The experience of my third Session 
adds strength to my conviction that, in adopting this principle 
as the true principle of a movement for the higher education of 
women, the Association have been not only right theoretically, 
but also wise practicaUy. DAYID MASSON.' 

* PROFESSOR ERASER'S REPORT OF THE CLASS IN 
LOGIC AND MENTAL PHILOSOPHY (1869-70). 

* The Lectures this Session comprehended Psychology, with 
some of the principal questions in Mental Philosophy. Forty- 
four Students enrolled. The attendance was very regular. 
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The proGciency of the Students in, the Lectures, and in the 
books proposed for private study, was tested in general examin- 
ations hj printed questions, the answers to which were given 
in writing. About thirty shared to a greater or less extent 
in these examinations and in the other exercises. The amount 
and quality of work done reached a very high average. 
The results of this Session are even more conclusive evidence 
than those of last of the ready adaptation of logical and philo- 
sophical study to the higher education of women. This study 
can be engaged in without any other preliminary preparation 
than fair general intelligence. The progress of the Session 
gave constant illustration of growth in mental power and 
in moi*al though tfulness, as well as of the spring of happiness 
obviously supplied to the Students in their self-contained work 
of reflection, stimulated by lectures and by books. 

'A. C. TEASER.' 

* PROFESSOR TAIT^S REPORT OF THE CLASS IN 

EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS (1869-70). 

* Though my Class was only half as numerous as that of last 
year, I found myself obliged to award double the previous 
number of flrst-class certiiicates. Tested in this way, the work 
was therefore four times as good. This is a somewhat exag- 
gerated estimate, owing to the fact that in last year's class 
there was a much larger percentage of non-working Students ; 
but there can be no doubt that the performance this year has 
been very good indeed. 

' The class contained seventy-two Students. 

*P. G. TAIT.' 

* PROFESSOR KELLAND'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 

IN MATHEMATICS (1869-70). 

* The number of entrants to this Class was thirty-five, a 
number which is by no means unsatisfactory, when it is 
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remembered that, for some unaccountable reason, the 
subject of Mathematics has been regarded as lying altogether 
outside the domain of a lady's thoughts and studies. Of the 
thirty-five who entered, twenty-seven exhibited themselves as 
working students, and, with one or two exceptions, attributable 
to health and similar causes, maintained their character with a 
determination which increased as they advanced. The course 
embraced the larger portion of the first six books of Euclid, 
together with an outline introduction to analysis of an ele-' 
mentary character. The work was carried on very much as in 
University classes — the vivd voce portion being necessarily 
limited on account of the smallness of the number of hours 
of meeting. Problems for solution were given out every week, 
partly with the view of exciting interest, but mainly with the 
view of forming a link of communication between the teacher 
and the taught. In effecting the latter object they were found 
invaluable. Four examinations from printed papers, conducted 
as in the University, were held respectively in the months of 
December, January, February, and March. The first ex- 
amination was attended by twenty-six, the second by twenty- 
seven, the third by twenty-seven, and the fourth by twenty- 
four ladies. The falling off in the last examination arose 
mainly from the fact that of two ladies, both of whom stood high 
in the test, one had to leave Edinburgh before the final ex- 
amination, and the other was ill. These numbers prove suf- 
ficiently the steadiness and determination of the class. Their 
progress may perhaps be inferred from the average percentages 
obtained at the different examinations. They were as 
follows : — 

* Fii*st examination, . ^ • • 39 per cent. 
' Second examination, .... 54 per cent. 

* Third examination, . • • • 60 per cent. 
' Fourth examination^ 50 per oent. 

< It should be stated that the fourth examination paper was 
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made purposely difficult (including portions of Trigonometry, 
etc., in order that those at the top of the class might be fairly 
brought out. One obtained full marks. I consider the whole 
experience of the class to have been perfectly satisfactory. 
The ladies exerted themselves, and were ready to devote many 
extra hours beyond those set down in the programme ; and the 
result is that several of them have completely mastered the 
Elements of Geometry, and the remainder have acquired con- 
siderable knowledge of the subject, and some little skiJi in 
conducting an argument in a consecutive manner. 

* PHILIP KELLAND.' 

' PROFESSOR BALFOUR'S REPORT OF THE CLASS IN 
BOTANY HELD DURING THE SUMMER OF 1870. 

* I HAD no difficulty in undertaking a Course of Lectures on 
Botany for Ladies in connexion with the Association, for I had 
often lectured to classes of a similar nature both in Glasorow 
and Edinburgh, and I was satisfied that the subject was one in 
which ladies took a deep interest, and in which they had 
acquired great proficiency. The course this summer, however, 
was more extended than any which I had previously given, and 
it partook more of a University character. It consisted of 
lectures, demonstrations in the class-room, garden, and fields, 
and competitive examinations by means of printed papers, and 
fresh specimens of plants. 

* The attendance during the whole course was excellent, and 
the zeal and enthusiasm of the pupils was in the highest degree 
encouraging. I look upon the course as having been eminently 
successful. Twenty-three of the class offered themselves for 
examinations, and the result was such as to prove that the 
ladies made remarkable progress. I found that some of them 
sent inj papers superior to any given in by the University 
Students and that the proportion of those who gave in good 
answers was greater than that in the University Class. Besides 
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the ordinary examination paper, some undertook the paper 
given to the Students of the University, and gained from 
seventy-seven to eighty-nine per cent, of the availiable marks. 
I have no hesitation in saying that the subject of Botany 
should be included in the Curriculum of Study enunciated by 
the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association. It is 
calculated to improve the powers of observation, to impart 
accuracy of discrimination and of description, to promote 
orderly and systematic habits and to give increased interest to 
the objects of the external world. 

^J. H. BALFOUE, A.M., M.D., F.RS., 

' Sec. B.S.E., and Professor of Botany 

* in the University of Edinburgh. 

* Royal Botanic Garden, 
eth October, 1870.' 

The list of office-bearers in this year shows the 
addition of Miss Dundas of Polton to the executive 
committee, and the substitution of Mrs Campbell of 
Balochyle as treasurer for Mrs Eanken. 

The change is also to be remarked of Miss 
Hamilton and Miss Dundas being secretaries pro 
tern, while Mrs Crudelius' name still remains in .its 
place as secretary. The retention of Mrs 
Crudelius' name * was allowed by her after many 
objections, as affording a hope of her one 
day resuming the active duties of the post, but the 
reality of her temporary retirement is testified by a 
foot note to the list 'particularly requesting that 
all communications for the Secretary be addressed 
to one of the two ladies acting pro tern.' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THIRD YEAR OF THE ASSOCIATION — COUtlUUed. 

To Professor Masson, 2nd December 1868, Mrs 
Crudelius writes :....* Of course I know- 
that I am apparently much less useful this winter 
than I was last, but my interest is perhaps the 
stronger in that I have to trust every arrangement 
I make to be carried out by others, and my life is 
sufficiently monotonous to allow me plenty of time 
for thinking over the matter/ 

21s/ December 1868. 

. . . . 'By the last post came the *Pall 
Mall ' of the 1 6th, which I send you, and I felt so 
exasperated that I at once wrote the accompanying 
draft of a letter^ to that journal. Will you look it 
over, and if you do not think it good, full, or 
explicit enough, will you write yourself? I am 
very averse to newspaper correspondence, but I 
decidedly think that justice to the whole move- 

^ No copy of this letter has apparently been kept. 
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ment, as well as to ourselves in Edinburgh, 
demands the rectification of the stupid blunder. 
My draft is very hurried. Please criticise it 
unsparingly, if you think it good enough at any 
point. You know it is for the cause, and you are 
the professor of English, and I am the merest tyro 
in writing, so far as training goes to make one 
anything else. I am afraid it will have to be 
signed; I mean that the letter should not be 
anonymous. But will it do to sign myself hon. 
sec. of our Association, and leave the few who care 
to find out the identity ? ' 

This bears reference to one of the articles then 
appearing in the *Pall Mall Gazette,' in which 
a certain thing in regard to female education was 
granted, a good-natured tone towards it assumed, 
and a sort of half-measure recommended, peculiarly 
irritating to those earnest in the cause. 

An article of the 6th Januar}" following is 
among Mrs Crudelius' papers, bearing in her hand- 
writing on the margin ' No they won't ' opposite to 
the words of the author *But if for instance 
attempts are made to harden girls' heads' by means 
of Mr Todhunter's "Differential Calculus," they 
will not improbably rebel.' 

' 2nd Jan,, 1869. 

' My dear Professor Masson, — ^The 'Pall Mall' 
is obdurate, as, from experiences related to me by 
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Miss Wolstenholme, I half expected it to be. I 
have just made another copy which I should very 
much like you to send to the * Times/ with your 
own name as a guarantee and influence. Some 
one told me that the ' Pall Mall ' had been *' at it 
again/' calling Mr Stewart our "Grandfather/' 
what else I don't know. Now, although you 
hestitated about the wisdom of sending it, the more 
I think of it, the more determined I feel. If it 
were merely an attack upon opinions^ I should 
never be dragged into a newspaper. I don't care 
a bit about opinions, so few of them ever develope 
into schemes, aud then into action. But when 
very erroneous impressions and positively false 
statements are allowed to go abroad uncontradicted 
by those in possession of the facts, I candidly own 
that it seems to me like conniving at a falsehood. 
You know I am very rigid on a few things in that 
way. It does not mend the matter, it rather makes 
it worse as investing it with a greater aspect of 
truth that the writer was a well-wisher and well 
intentioned. Miss Wolstenholme agreed with me 
about it. So wiU you oblige me in this thing ? A 
note from you to the Editor would be pretty sure 
to gain admission, and perhaps to you he would say 
what date it should appear. 

*You were quite right in what you said about 
my sensitiveness about my name, and I give in. 
You are quite welcome to make any use you like of 
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it for the future. I was so glad to see Mrs Masson 
to-day looking so bright and well Kindest regards 
to Mrs Masson and yourself; I trust you will all 
keep well. I expect to send you word what St 
Andrews is doing in a day or two. I have had 
one letter, but precisely those details were given 
which are of interest to the general public, but from 
which one cannot possibly construct their scheme.' 

' 7th January, 1869. 

'My dear Professor Masson, — ^Your idea of what 
I meant to do as explained in your P. S. was quite 
right, but I am completely smashed now. The 
'Pali Mair penny-a-liner (it can't be anybody 
higher) has been employed to string together the 
"additional information" out of, certainly two, if 
not three, different letters, and I am not in the 
least satisfied with the way he has done his work in 
reference to lis. The article reached me this morn- 
ing, and I send it you, with a report of the North 
of England Council Meeting, two copies of which 
came to-day. Please return the 'Pall Mall.' 
When I am so much confined to the house, I find 
it difl&cult to get other copies of these things, 
we are so far from a shop where they can be had. 
The article is still more slovenly than the last, 
which was so, more because it was incorrect and 
incomplete ; in this, even to my inexperienced eyes, 
the patch- work of the whole is evident Don't you 
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think so ? There is, however, nothing to be done 
just now. Farther,' the 'Englishwoman's Eeview' 
contains another error which will require correction, 
and I might in making it ri^t do something in 
this matter. It is a quarterly publication, most use- 
ful as a calendar of women's work and projects, and 
as a resumi of public opinions for the past quarter. 
'The 'Queen,' a complete "ladies paper" of 
fashions and work and such things, but decidedly 
the best of its kind, has had the nicest notice of us ^ 
that I have seen in an English paper. If I can find 
the paper I will send it. The writer has been pre- 
sent lately at two or three of the lectures. She is 
a Miss Chessar, whose name was unknown to me 
until she wrote requesting permission to attend one 
or two lectures here, as she wished to write again 
upon them later in the session. She has been quite 
delighted and more convinced than before of the 
superiority of our system. She was much im- 
pressed by the eminently teaching quality of the 
lectures themselves, and the earnestness of the 
workers. She called twice to see me during her 
short visit, and I gave her a copy of the lectures, 
and she gave them a tolerably long notice in the 
' Queen ' of last week — ^the best sort of notice she 
could give in such a case I think, that is, a few 
tempting extracts threaded together. I shall be 
glad to see you on Saturday, and hope to be pretty 
well, as I am better than I have been all week 
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' With kindest regards to Mrs Masson and your- 
self, — I am, yours very truly, 

'Mary Crudelius/ 

*To Professor Masson. 

' 12th January y 1869. 

. . . . 'I sent Miss Wolstenholme's letter 
yesterday as the easiest plan. If they (the North 
of England Ladies' Educational Association) send 
out any outline of the scheme, definite enough for 
circulation, and short enough to induce people to 
read it, we might usefully distribute some. I don't 
know the kind of feeling among you University 
men here about Oxford and Cambridge, but they 
have, one or the other, a sort of fascination for 
women — something like the "scarlet fever" with 
which we are reproached. You had better not tell 
Mrs Daniell that I allowed the existence of any 
weakness amongst us, but lying in bed makes me 
not equal to fighting for universal strength in 
women. Of course the thing is useless as Miss H. 
foresees. We should be acting suicidally, and I 
cannot see that we should gain much, if anything, 
by the threat amongst your own body of making 
Edinburgh a Cambridge centre. 

* I will quietly say no, and the fact that it was 
offered or suggested to us can be used by you or 
not as you find it wise. It will be easy to turn 
"No" into "Yes" supposing it should by any 
chance ever be needed. I enclose with this a letter 
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from Dr Young of Glasgow. I am glad he has 
written himself. I asked Mrs Young to make him 
write, as I knew his letter would be confined to the 
one subject. Their scheme is faulty in all respects 
but one — ^but that one is a strong point for you. 
He does not say, but surely we may assume it as a 
certainty, that they (the classes of the Glasgow 
Ladies' Educational Association) are still in the 
College. I do not mean that we shall get into ours 
while it is where it is ; you say it is too small, and 
I say the site will be a hindrance — not so great, 
though, as yours, but it is a point worth a good 
deal that Glasgow has admitted women within the 
walls of its University — last winter one class, this 
winter two, without objecting. 

. . . . *Do you not think it worth while 
hunting up about the endowments in Scotland? 
I have been thinking it over, but I have read so 
little of them, and do not know how far it is safe 
to draw conclusions from English practices. Can 
you, if you think it worth while, get me information 
as to the best sources for it as relating to these. 
Educational alone, I mean of course. 

'Excuse my jerky letter, I cannot write any 

longer.' .... 

'January, 1869. 

'My dear Professor Masson, — I take this 
opportunity of sending the " College " ^ papers 

^ Hitchin (now Girton) Ladies' College, Cambridge. 
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(Miss Davies'), the two reports of the Manchester 
Boai'd of School Mistresses, which may give you 
some notion of the working of the lecture scheme 
in England, your roll book in which I have 
managed to make in last year's list all the correc- 
tions I could, and I send you the extra names. 

. . . . ' I hope my bairns will be good. I 
was so glad Mrs Masson did not object to warm 
frocks ; they always (unless when ailing) change for 
low ones in the evening, but I never alter the 
thickness and warmth of material. They came 
home so happy the other night. They enjoy 
very much to go out, but there are so few houses 
where 1 like to send them.' 

* 14ith January, 1869. 
*To Professor Masson. 

* I am afraid I must go very soon now. My 

doctor says he cannot answer for me if I stay other 

six weeks here; but you would not think that, 

would you ? The hateful and the impossible is the 

prohibition put upon work, and they might as 

well tell me to live without breath.' 

'15th January, 1869. 
. ... * The doctor says it would be madness 
to remain six weeks longer, and I am not well 
enough to go farther than home (the house of her 
parents). There are 100 students and more entered 
for Professor Nichol's class in Glasgow. I have 
written to St Andrews, but not heard yet.' 
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1 'Matlock Bank, llth March, 1869. 

^ I must say though that so far as I am con- 
cerned I would almost prefer delay. The greatest 
gain in so sudden a movement would be the 
achievement of its end, consequent on the surprise 
of its suddenness (I am not sure if I have expressed 
myself clearly), but, as a rule, I am afraid of sudden 
decisions on important questions. 

'The four departments seem to correspond to 
an enlarged Faculty of Arts : has that been ' the 
intention ? I should be anxious that no limiting 
clause should come in — that this should be a good 
root out of which one might expect rapid natural 
development and growth. The division into 
departments I like, it simplifies working, and the 
system of certificates will have a tendency, I think, 
to make women classify their studies better, 
attending more than they do at present to 
sequence. I should very much wish that the 
general certificate plan could come into action, 
if the rest does at the same time, but that is 
not material. 

'Will connection of the Association with the 
University limit its other powers of independent 
action ? I should like to jcnow this. I feel very 
fiir away from it all, and wonder often at the long 
time it seems since I had active work to do. 

« 

I This refers to the proposed recognition of the Association by the 

University. 

I 
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. . . . * I think there can be no doubt that 
at present the minimum, knowledge of French and 
(Jerman ought to be considerably above the mini- 
mum of Greek and Latin. 

22nd October, 1869. 

. . . . Professors Tait and Fraser seem to 
liave thought we were to give up the present prize 
system, but we thought it best to retain it as 
a theory, on account of the germ of scholarships it 

contains 

'Chapelside, 11th March, 1870. 

. . . . The simple solution of all our 
difficulties would undoubtedly be mixed classes, but 
that cannot be mooted in the Association ; you 
in the University will have to work that. . . . 

* Chapelside, Slat March, 1870. 

. . . . * We also agreed that if the funds 
would allow of an additional class next winter, 
it should be Latin. Now this is my motion, so 
don t accuse me of being led away by Dr Arthur 
JMitchell's^ anti-classic tendencies.' .... 

' Chapelside, oth April, 1870. 

. . . . *This morning I had an application 
for the examination papers of your class — can 
you let me have copies? The application is fiom 
Manchester. 

^ Dr Mitchell was Mr and Mrs Crudelius' next door neighbour at 
Cyhapelpide, which accounts for his hardly appearing as a corre^pon- 
deut of Mrs Crudelius. No one's opinion had more weight with her. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

FOURTH YEAR OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

No more brief and comprehensive account ot 
each year's work can be offered than that contained 
in Mrs Crudelius' annual report. 

The report for the present year 1870, is signed 
by the "pro tern secretaries, Miss Dundas and Miss 
Hamilton. It was written in consultation with 
Mrs Crudelius. Only one other report, that of the 
sixth year — 73, is signed by Mrs Crudelius. It 
has been elsewhere shown how entirely Miss 
Dundas and Miss Hamilton shared Mrs Crudelius' 
views. 

'REPORT. 

(For tub Ybar ending October 1871). 

*TuE Lectures during the winter Session 1870-71 were 
attended by 220 Students. In Professor Masson's class by 
eighty-four, in Professor Tait's by seventy, in Professor 
Eraser's by forty -nine, and in Professor Kelland's by seventeen 
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Students. If we compare this attendance with that of former 
Sessions, the following result is obtained : — 



1867-68. 


1868-69. 


1869-70. 


1870-71. 


English 
Literature 


English Literature 


English Literature 


English Literature 


Mental Philosophy Mental Philosophy 


Mental Philosophy 




Experimental 
Physics 


Experimental 
Physics 


Experimental 
Physics 




• 


Mathematics 


Mathematics 


265 


335 


292 


220 



* If we further analyse figures we find — 



Subjects. 


1867-68. 


1868-69. 


1869-70. 


1870-71. 


English Literature, - 


265 


129 


141 


84 


Experimental Physics, 


• • • 


141 


72 


70 


Mental Philosophy, - 


• « • 


65 


44 


49 


Mathematics, - - - 


• ■ • 


• • • 


35 


17 



*A Class in Botany, held during the summer Session of 
1869-70, numbered twenty-eight Students, and that held 
during last summer numbered nineteen. 

* It is impossible to generalize from the scanty data supplied 
by the experience of four Sessions only. These Tables, how- 
ever, show that love of novelty, as well as the kind wish to 
assist a struggling enterprise, helped to fill our class-rooms at 
first. They also point out that, while new subjects are, 
naturally, popular, and a second Session has hitherto been 
invariably marked by diminished numbers, on the other hand 
a third year's attendance has not always shown a like falling 
off. It is evident that our work is still only an experiment^ 
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and that we do not as yet know what is to be the average 
number of working Students for whom we have to provide 
instruction, since it is not unlikely that a farther decrease in 
numbers may yet take place. Still, in the number of Students 
who return year after year, and, above all, in the general 
steady improvement in the quality of their work, we find abun- 
dant encouragement. 

* It should also be borne in mind, in considering these figures 
that Professor Masson, in general, prefers that Students should 
attend his Lectures only during a single Session, because ladies 
are, as a rule, likely to be better prepared for the study of 
English Literature than for that of any other subject. But 
many ladies have attended the Lectures on Experimental 
Physics, and on Logic and Mental Philosophy, for three suc- 
cessive winters ; and that a real desire is felt for lengthened 
courses of instruction in some subjects, has been shown by a 
request, signed by thirty-two names, that Professor Eraser 
would lecture during the Session of 1871-72 on the History 
of Philosophy, and thus enable his former Students to attend. 
Regrets have also been expressed by many of Professor Tait's 
pupils that we cannot as yet have both a senior and a junior 
class in Experimental Physics. 

'The work done in the classes continues to be satisfactory. 
Those Students who come to the Examinations find that 
they are able to do the work assigned them with sufficient 
ease ; and when, on several occasions in Sessions 1869-70 and 
1870-71, the Examination papers were the same as those set 
before the Students in the University on the same day, they 
were answered with equal accuracy. That our Professors 
express themselves as so well satisfied with the work of those 
who come forward to be tested, makes it the more to be re- 
gretted that a larger proportion of Students do not attend 
these examinations. In the Mathematical Class alone is at- 
tendance at all the examinations the rule, and absence the 
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exception. The proportion in. which the Students of the other 
classes respectively attend will be found stated in the special 
Reports of the Professors. 

* This reluctance on the part of Students to have their pro- 
gress tested, seems to point to a want of tutorial assistance. 
Ladies who have been educated entirely at home, or who have 
taught themselves by solitary study in after years, are apt to 
exaggerate the difficulty of answering written questions in a 
given time, and among a number of other writers. .They do 
not know how soon this becomes an every-day affair, even if it 
should be found formidable at first. Again, solitary Students 
often are at a loss how to read, and how themselves to test the 
knowledge which they have acquired. To such, the assistance 
of an older fellow-student would be invaluable. W,e would 
appeal to the senior Students in the various classes to help 
beginners by showing them how they themselves study, by 
setting them papers of possible questions, and by encouraging 
them to attend examinations. 

'During the past year there have been no changes in the 
constitution of the Association itself. At the meeting held 
April 6th, a resolution was passed to request Professor Calder- 
wood to lecture on Ethics, in the ensuing Session, and he has 
consented to do so. On the same occasion a request, signed by 
fifty-five ladies, that Professor Charteris should be invited to 
lecture on Biblical Criticism was laid before the General Com- 
mittee. This request was forwarded, but Professor Charteris 
Las found himself unable, from stress of University work, to 
give the desired Lectures. This is the first instance of a 
demand for instruction in any subject outside the Faculty of 
Arts. It was ruled by this meeting that no such requests shall 
be laid upon the table, unless they are signed by at least fifty 
names, and that uo such class, if organized, for one Session, 
shall be repeated without a similarly signed request. In the 
eveut of a Professor declining to lecture, a second request must 
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he presented, shoulcl the class be again desired. The reason for 
these restrictions is our wish to devote our energies as much as 
possible to the formatiom of a Faculty of Arts/ That such re- 
quests shall be signed by £fty names, secures that classes out- 
side the Faculty of Arts will pay their own costs. For, 
although the total class expenses have hitherto somewhat 
varied from year to year, it seems tolerably certain that no 
class numbering fewer than forty-five or fifty Students can be 
relied on to defray its costs. To embark in classes outside the 
Faculty of Arts, without exacting such security, would be to 
depart from the ultimate aim of enabling ladies to gain a 
University degree. 

'At the July meeting it was resolved to ask Professor 
Geikie to lecture on Geology ; but he has found himself unable 
to do so in this the first year of his Professorship at the 
University. Professors Masson, Tait, Fraser, and Kelland 
have kindly consented again to lecture for us ; and Professor 
Sellar will conduct a Latin class, in the Session 1872-73, if a 
sufficient number of Students come forward prepared to pass 
an entrance Examination. 

*Two subjects remain to be noticed. It is deeply to be re- 
gretted that so few ladies who intend to make teaching their 
profession have attended our classes. Want of funds alone 
prevents the Association from offering a Bursary of £25 , a sum 
which, it is thought, might enable a Student to come to Edin- 
burgh for the Winter Session. The Committee is not without 
hope that some friends of Female Education may yet be found 
to supply this need. 

iThe subjects contained in the Department of Natural Science, 
i.e.. Chemistry, Botany, Zoology, and Geology, are included in the 
programme of the University Examinations for Graduation in Arts 
with Honours, and are therefore looked upon by the Association us 
standing on the same ground us those which are rec^uired for the 
ordinary Examination in Arts. 



136 MRS CRUDELIUS. 

' A few members of the Association placed six Bursary tickets 
for the classes of Logic and Mathematics at the disposal of the 
Executive Committee, to be competed for in October 1871. 
For these no candidates have appeared, a result which shows 
that the class-fees are not found to bo beyond the means of 
Students. 

' By order of the Comhaittee, 

*ANNE DUNDAS, 
'ELIZABETH HAMILTON. 
* Sscretaries, pro lem.' 



^APPENDIX. 

* PROFESSOR MASSON'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 
OF ENGLISH LITERATURE (1870-71). 

* The number of Students enrolled in my Class during the 
Session 1870-71 was eighty-four. Of these, thirty-seven 
merely attended the lectures ; but forty-seven took part, more 
or less, in the examinations and exercises, and may be 
described, therefore, as working Students. At the close of 
the Session certificates of the First Rank were awarded to ten 
Students (including the three ladies who obtained the prizes 
offered by the Association) ; certificates of the Second Rank 
were awarded to seven Students; and sixteen Students took 
certificates of the Third Rank. As in former Sessions, there 
was strict adherence to the principle that the instructions 
given in the classes of the Association should be as nearly as 
possible the same as that given in the corresponding classes of 
the University. The matter of the lectures was much the 
same ; there was the same standard in the examination ; and 
the subjects prescribed for essays were of equal difficulty. On 
the whole, 1 had good reason to bo satisfied ; and I remember 
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the essays of some of the ladies as quite comparable in excel- 
lence to the best I receive elsewhere. 

'Nommh&r 22, 1871. DAVID MASSON.* 

* PKOFESSOR FEASER'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 
OF LOGIC AND MENTAL PHILOSOPHY (1870-71). 

' The Lectures and Exercises of this Session were exclusively 
in Logic. The class consisted of forty-nine members, being 
an increase of five over the previous Session. 
' 'Three General Examinations were held — in December, 
February, and March —when answers were returned in 
writing ; and two subjects for Essays were also proposed. 

'Thirty-three of those enrolled in the Class shared to a 
greater or less extent in these exercises — also an increase on 
the previous Session, when only thirty-one took any part in the 
examinations and essays. The working Students this Session 
may be arranged thus : — 



Shared in the 3 examinations and gave 2 essays, 
Shared in 2 examinations and gave 2 essays, 
Shared in 2 examinations and gave 1 essay, . 
Shared in 1 examination and gave 1 essay, . 
Shared in 1 examination and gave no essay, . 
Shared in no examination and gave 1 essay, . 



17 
1 
1 

8 
4 
2 

33 



* Of the forty-nine members of the Class, seven were enrolled 
in this Class for the third time, fourteen for the second time, 
and twenty-eight for the first time. Of the third-year Students 
five attended ail the three examinations, and gave both essays, 
while the sixth was present at two examinations and gave two 
essays. Of the second-year Students, eight gave both essays, 
and were present at all the examinations. Four Students of 
the first year did all the examinations and essays. 
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'It is to be. regretted that the Students of the first year did 
not share the work to a greater extent, for the quality of that 
presented by those who worked was very good, and in one case 
in i)articular, of the highest. Some of the Students of the third 
and second year produced answers and essays which I have 
not found excelled, seldom equalled by advanced Students 
elsewhere. The percentage reached even by the lowest in any 
of the three divisions was unusually high, which seems to show 
that a much larger number than did so might have attempted 
the exercises. I suspect that some members of the class think 
of these exercises too much merely as means of distinction, and 
are tempted to hold back when they fear failure in this 
respect. 

* On the whole, Logic seems less attractive, esj)ecially to 
the Junior Students, than Psychology, and the History of 
Philosophy, But the experience of last Session has 
strengthened my conviction of the need for the systematic 
analysis of the Human Mind, and of the history of reflective 
thought, which this Class requires, as a means of awakening 
reflection among women, and of enabling them to direct well 
their own intellectual power. A. C. ERASER. ' 



* PROFESSOR TAIT'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 
OF EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS (1870-71). 

*I HAVE merely to report a continuance (on almost exactly 
the same scale as to numbers, attendance, percentage of 
working Students, and proficiency) of the success of last year. 

^I liave in the jmst three Sessions gone through all the 
usual branches of Experimental Physics, and I have not found, 
in any of them, any special difficulties in explaining them, nor 
do my Students seem to have felt such in understanding them. 

P. G. TAIT. 
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* PROFESSOR KELLAND'S REPORT OF THE 
CLASS OF MATHEMATICS (1870-71). 

'The Class (so far as returned to me), numbered seventeen 
in all. Of these, one withdrew shortly after the commence, 
ment of the Session, owing, I believe, to a break-down in 
health. The proficiency of the class was, as last year, tested 
by written examinations from printed jjapers. Three such 
papers were set, and the attendances on the examinations were 
respectively fifteen, fourteen, and sixteen, the most satisfactory 
proof of tiie steadiness of a])plication of the Class from the 
beginning to the end of the Session. So uniform were the 
attainments of tlie ladies, that it was found practically im- 
possible to distinguish between the respective merits of five at 
the head of the Class. Nor was the average of the whole 
Class at variance with this finding. This average is perhaps 
the most satisfactory feature of the whole. It stands thus : — 

* First Examination in December. — Average of 15 as com- 
pared with the highest among them, 2 to 3, or (j(j^ to 100. 

^Second Examination in February, — Average of 14 us com- 
pared with the highest amongst them, 66 to 100. 

* Third Examination in March. — Average of 16 as compared 
with the highest amongst them, ^^\ to 100. 

'Nothing could be conceived more satisfactory. These 
averages are high, — much higher than could have been hopwl 
for, — much higher than is found in ordinary Classes of 
Students who have devoted only five months to the study of 
the subject. The zoal and industry of the Class doubly com- 
pensated for the smallncss of its numbers. 

* PHILIP KELLAND. 

'Jvly2\, 1871.' 
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*PROFESSOK BALFOUR'S REPORT OF THE 
CLASS OF BOTANY (1871). 

* The Lectures, forty-three in number, were delivered during 
the months of May,^nd June, and July. There were two 
Demonstrations in the Botanic Garden, and four competitive 
examinations. These examinations were conducted by means 
of printed papers, and fresh specimens of plants put into the 
hands of the competitors. 

* The progress of the class was highly satisfactory, as proved 
by the results of the examinations. 

' The class consisted of two divisions, senior and junior, the 
former including those who attended last year, and the latter, 
first year students. 

' The following are the results of the examinations : 

' The whole number of competitors was 18. 

* Of the junior division, one competitor, having gained more 
than 75 per cent, of the available marks, received a first-class 
certificate : one a second-class certificate (for marks above 50 
per cent, and below 75 per cent.) : and three third-class cer- 
tificates (for marks below 50 per cent, and above 40 per cent.) 

* Four other competitors were only present at one of 
the examinations, and therefore did not obtain a sufficient 
number of marks for a certificate. 

* Of the senior division, two received first-class certificates, 
five second-class certificates, and one a third-class certificate. 

' The first of the junior division also competed in the senior 
division, and obtained marks above 60 per cent. 

* The results have thus been very satisfactory. 

'Some of the ladies also undertook to give replies to the 
questions given in the competitive examinations of the Uni- 
versity Class, and obtained marks varying from 50 to 70 out 

of the hundred. J. H. BALFOUR, M.D., F.R.S. 

^Professor of Botany. 

* Royal Botanic Garden, 

* 26th July IS7V 
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Mrs Crudelius' letters of the same date, will, it is 
hoped, furnish all the personal information which 
could be desired. 

To Peopessor Masson. 

' 10^ Jan, 1871. 

. . . . ' You will understand how formidable 
a hindrance to my doing anything my state of 
health is, when I tell you that I ought to go from 
home, but the doctor says it will be six weeks at 
least, before I am fit to go so far as Hawick. 

' Hence I must beg of you to help me as much 
as you can, the more so, as if the meeting^ next 
Monday goes against us, the Association will again 
be the great hope, and advancing " slow and sure " 
may get us really all that can be desired. 

. . . . * I think it will be for the interest of 
the Association for me to retire from the secretary- 
ship for a year at any rate. I spoke to a member 
about it and she suggested the year's retirement as 
a thing which some one might propose, to avert 
the whole meaning of my resignation, which of 
course would be unconditional. My reason is the 
all but certainty of my being away the greater 
part of the year. 

* As far as we can look forward, I am to keep 
away from Edinburgh as much as possible after I 
get away during the spring. 

^ A meeting of the Senatus of the University, in which University 
action in regard to female education was to be discussed. 
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' Then Germany for four months at least. It 
seems to me that I shall neither do justice to my- 
self nor to the Association if I try to retain my post. 
1 have been shut off to such an extent from actual 
supervision of the work, that — not only to students 
but actually to members of the Association — I 
begin to be known as "The invisible Mrs 
Crudelius," which is not advantageous/ 

To Professor Masson. 

* im Jan. 1871. 

. . . . * Would you mind letting me tell the 
Executive Committee (as a close secret if you wish) 
what you told me yesterday about the authority 
you are possessed of, to re-open the subject of 
our connection with the University at a favourable 
time ? I think it would have a good effect, for i1 

is easy for Miss to say to me that all 1 

urge on that score may be very good, but why arc 
we to hang back, and feel that we have been driven 
back too, by this medical question, unless we have 
some ground for hoping for a speedy termination 
of our work where we wish it to terminate. 

. . . . * I am very dependent on the glean- 
ings of friends for any idea how matters are going 
in the minds of people.' 

* Chapelside, 5th Feb,, 1871. 
To Professor Masson. 

. . . . ' I have resigned office, but I believe 

they will only accept it temporarily if the general 
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meeting after I leave it confirms the decision offer- 
ing me a holiday, during which time Miss Hamilton 
and Miss Dundas (Polton) will do the work. They 
are very anxious that I should leave my name as 
Secretary, but I fear if I do that, I must still suflTer 
from what really weighs on my nervous system 
while I am so out of health — the true responsibility. 
' It is at once pleasant and painful to see the 
actual dismay, which my resignation has excited — 
pleasant to feel that one has taken hold on people, 
and painful that there should be such a fear of not 
filling my place. Will you tell me what you 
candidly think ? Should not I withdraw my name 
as well as myself? I am anxious to do what is 
best for the Association.' 

' Chapelside, Feb, 7, 1871. 

' My Dear Professor Masson, — I will take your 
opinion as turning the scale. I can t myself see 
what good an unknown name like mine can do, but 
there is such a strong pressure put on me, tliat I 
suppose others see more in it, and I will do my best 
to get well if I can.' 
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CHAPTER X. 



ROTATORY CLASSES. 



Despite the closing words of the last chapter, 
which seem to promise a cessation of labour for 
health s sake, Mrs Crudelius in the same letter from 
which these words are quoted, passes on to arrange- 
ments for the following winter, the . fourth of the 
Association's existence. 

Miss Blyth, a member of. the Executive Com- 
mittee, and a lady of long experience in education, 
proposed that the Association should adopt a 
regular rotation of classes according to a tabulated 
scheme founded upon the University Curriculum 
for the Degree in Arts. Miss Blyth showed her 
table of proposed classes and explained it to the 
members of the Association at the meeting on tht^ 
15th of February, 1871, and urged in its favour 
that the order and certainty of a fixed rotation of 
subjects would afford the most useful guidance to 
intending students. 

Mrs Crudelius, from its first proposal in the 
Executive Committee, had opposed Miss Blyth's 
scheme. In a previous chapter it was shown how 
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she mentioned it to her husband. It was entirely- 
contrary to her idea of gradual, natural, and un- 
fettered growth, which was the progress she had 
always desired for the Association. Miss Blyth's 
motion was opposed by an amendment by. Mrs 
Crudelius, supported by a long speech, of which a 
copy has been preserved. The ground of objection 
to the proposed change was its unacademic 
character, and also its radical nature. 

* The Association would be so entirely changed,' 
said Mrs Crudelius, ' that it would no longer retain 
a trace of its former self.' She did not say at the 
meeting, as she did to her husband, that, if Miss 
Blyth's motion were carried, she would withdraw 
from even membership with the Association, but 
this was understood by her coadjutors. Mrs 
Crudelius grounded her defence of the Association 
as it was (that is, developing according to its 
existing constitution), on the good work it had 
already done, and the support it had received, some 
of which was of a sort which seemed even to bar 
the right to so entirely remodel itself as Miss BIyth 
proposed it should. 

Mrs Crudelius concluded, * I have hesitated con- 
siderably before resolving to bring forward a strong 
testimony from entire outsiders to the soundness 
of our basis, as compared with any other apparently- 
similar attempts in England or elsewhere, bi^t 
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it is SO strong a testimony that I must put 
personal feeling aside — this discussion is too im- 
portant for any such reserv'^e. Two or three 
years ago, when the Social Science Meetings 
were held in Bristol, Mr Frederick Myers (a 
name probably well known to many of you) 
was asked to draw up an account of all the 
different movements for the Higher Education of 
Women over the whole country. Of course he 
applied to me, as your Secretary, for an outline of 
our Association. This I gave him fully, and in- 
dicated plainly the line of action which we had 
laid down for ourselves. He wrote entreating me 
to allow the paper to be read separately, telling me 
also that he had sent it on to Canon Gower, a man 
well known as an educationist. From him and 
from Mr Hastings, the Secretary of the Social 
Science Association, I received the same request. 
The paper had been roughly drawn up, without any 
attempt to make it readable, and my reluctance 
was very great. The pressure was, however, so 
strong, that at Ust I consented on two conditions 
which I thought would settle the matter, as each of 
these conditions necessitated the breaking of a 
separate rule in the arrangements. If read, it 
must be anonymous, and I must be at liberty to 
make what use I liked of it, as soon as I found it 
necessary. To my surprise^ the education com- 
mittee accepted the conditions, and Canon Gower 



ROTATORY CLASSES. 147 

read the paper. Now, what I want you to Bee 
clearly is this, — their desire for that account was 
not meant as any compliment to me, as I never 
even saw any one of my three correspondents on 
the subject. It was a tribute, and a very valuable 
one, entirely to the great superiority of the basis 
and proposed superstructure of our scheme, over 
any other that then existed. It took its place as a 
worthy sister plan to that of Miss Davies for the 
Hitching College, — ours being a scheme of develop- 
ment. Miss Davies' at the outset, one of creation. — 
I trust to you doing justice to my motives in 
telling you this; I have very seldom named 
it before to anyone. 

* It may be as well to summarize the rules which 
I cannot but think ought to serv'^e for our guidance 
in preference to any arbitrary distribution of 
classes. 

1. * Every Class already organized, shall only be omitted at 
the Professor's convenience, or because the number of students 
forthcoming is not large enough to pay. 

2. 'Every class added hereafter, which is in the Arts 
Faculty of the University of Edinbijrgh, shall take its place in 
the annusd programme, subject only to the conditions above 
named. 

3. 'The Association is prepared to receive requisitions of 
fifty names each, from ladies pledging themselves to become 
students in classes not yet added, but desired by them, and 
endeavours will be made to supply the demand. It must be 
distinctly understood however, that the Association reserves 
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the right of declining to organize any class so demanded, if a 
majority of any general meeting is opposed to it. 

4. ' While the Association does not bind itself to accept all 
requisitions, it retains the right of adding without requisition 
any class which may prove necessary or desirable. 

5. * As a rule, fifty students should be the minimum of any 
class, but the Association reserves the right of keeping up a 
class of a smaller number in any case where the subject 
is of vital importance in education, if the funds allow of its 
being done. 

* There are other rules which may have to be 
added, but until the necessity arises for them, I 
have thought it desirable to omit them in this draft, 
especially as they would lead us away from the 
main subject of discussion to-day. These that I 
have summarized are based upon the only principles 
which should guide us to continuity or rotation, i.e. 
the convenience of Professors — which affects the 
teaching, the supply of students — which affects the 
funds. Perhaps some of you may think these rather 
low principles, all I can do is to remind you that 
we are not so much discussing education itself 
as the organization of a system of education : 
natural development leads to more perfect organiza- 
tion than forced development, it needs fewer 
artificial aids. The truer the life in any experiment 
the slighter the restriction on the one hand, and 
the planning on the other, required for it It is 
when the principle of life begins to grow faint and 
weak, that external influences must step in to prop 
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up, and I cannot but think we have so much life in 
this Association of ours, and of so vigorous a nature 
that it needs the slightest of silken strings to guide 
its progress. We do not need words to exalt our 
aim, and no amount of fine phrases will do any- 
thing but hide our real strength. That I trust will 
lie in the future, as it has lain for the past, in a free 
unfettered progress towards the best and widest 
education that our times afford. 

* I have kept you very long, but it seemed to me 
that those of you who have not been very long 
among us, could scarcely judge fairly between 
the attractive and apparently more liberal scheme 
Miss Blyth has laid before you, and the one upon 
which we have been as yet content to lay our foun- 
dation, without an outline of the growth of 
our work, showing how it came to take the form it 
has done. Remember a sure foundation gives infi- 
nite possibilities of breadth in the future, while too 
great expansion now, and upon a basis contradictory 
to our own, is a dangerous experiment. There are 
many points upon which I might have touched, but I 
cannot monopolise your attention any longer. It is 
impossible, however, for me to close without putting 
on record my personal strong protest against this 
proposal of organic change. I feel the elements of 
fatality to our true progressive interests in it, as I 
have felt nothing since we first came into existence, 
and if it is decided to put it in force, the death 



150 MRS CRUDELIUS. 

blow will have been struck at the ideal which was 
rapidly growing into the real. The working has 
lain so much in my hands, and consequently my 
whole mind is so imbued by the spirit I have tried 
to show you, that my opinion takes the form of the 
deepest conviction, and I do not feel that I use 
language one whit too strong, when I ask you to 
consider well what you are doing, for you have to 
choose between life and death to-day. I beg leave 
to repeat my amendment, that existing classes 
remain as they are; other classes to be added, 
subject to rules afterwards to be determined. 

On a division Miss Blyth's motion found no 
supporters except its seconder Miss Bird, and Mrs 
Spalding. 
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CHAPTER XL 

BIBLICAL CHITICISM. 

The writer was one of but four members of the 
Association, being also one of the executive com- 
mittee, who voted against Mrs Crudelius on the 
establishment of a class of Biblical Criticism. 

Whilst Mrs Crudelius retained the secretaryship 
she was the whole soul and strength of the Associa- 
tion, and it became more and more unusual to vote 
against her, especially for any member of the 
executive to do so. 

For the objections to the establishment of the 
class this is not the place. Mrs Crudelius' reasons 
for desiring its establishment, as stated by herself, 
follow along with the rules which permitted it, 
without, as she believed, trespassing on any vital 
principle of the Association. The success of the 
class fully justified the anticipations of its sup- 
porters. 

BIBLICAL CRITICISM CLASS, 
Discussed April 6th, 1871. 

'I have given the present subject of discussion 
much earnest thought, and must ask your permis- 
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sion to state as briefly as possible, consistent with 
explaining my reasons, the conclusion to which I 
have come. Many objections have been made to 
our admitting this class, all deserving attention, 
but most of them a kind of attention which I 
submit is altogether out of our province as an 
Association to bestow. It is not necessary for me 
to do more than touch upon these — they have 
already been so ably and fully discussed — and I 
have a few words to say before I refer to them at 
all. 

' I have so often outlined the history of our As- 
sociation, and so lately pointed out to you what 
seemed to me to be the true policy of action for us, 
that you will at once see the meaning of my words 
when I say that we are gradually developing our- 
selves into an Arts' Faculty for women, which we 
hope sooner or later to place under the auspices of 
the University. Towards that Arts' Faculty our 
chief efforts as an Association should tend — in 
that direction must our internal policy point. But 
I wish to ask you to look at another aspect which 
is as legitimately and as forcibly ours. We con- 
stitute the body which organizes professorial teach- 
ing for women in Edinburgh, and we have the 
consequent duties of an external as well as an 
internal policy. I^ other words — which I think I 
have used to you before — we have the double duty 
of endeavouring to create from within ourselves a 
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demand in the right direction, and of endeavouring 
by concessions to demands from outside, to 
incorporate with ourselves all phases of general 
educational economy. 

'Very possibly you have all come with your 
minds made up as to the way in which you will 
vote, but it may perhaps interest you and induce 
some of you to consider the question if I tell you 
that my first feeling was quite against the accept- 
ance of this requisition, upon the two grounds of 
the position of the subject outside Arts, and the 
undesirability of admitting religious or theological 
studies of any kind into our curriculum. Indeed, 
I will go further, and say that, had you thrown out 
the rule relating to subjects in a similar position to 
Biblical Criticism, which you have passed to-day, 1 
should either have refrained from voting at all, or 
should have voted against it. But our path is so 
cleared by the rule referred to, that the question 
of the acceptance of this requisition becomes 
purely a question of Association policy, of the 
benefit or injury likely to result to the Associa- 
tion from the admission of the class. My intention, 
therefore, is to vote in favour of the experiment 
being made next winter on these grounds : — 

1. *We retain to our Association the organiza- 
tion, arrangement, and government of professorial 
teaching for women in Edinburgh. 
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2. * We draw into Association with us as 
students, a large number of ladies who have so 
far held aloof from us, but who, being once in- 
terested, may become largely so, to their and our 
mutual benefit. 

3. *We prove the earnestness of our wish to 
supply any widely felt and expressed educational 
necessity. 

' It seems to me a matter of great importance that 
we retain in our hands (as long as we have the 
option), the arrangement of all professorial classes 
which are organized on our model. I am aware 
that this requisition is for what may be called a 
professional class, but we have to-day passed a 
rule which prevents its classification with our usual 
classes, and which requires an annual requisition of 
fifty names for its repetition yearly. To let this 
class drift away from us when we have found a 
logical basis for its admission, is to let in the thin 
end of the wedge which will spKt our Association 
into many divisions. Again, ladies who have 
attended our classes ever since we started them 
have been struck by the kind of process of selection 
which has been going on, with regard to our 
students ; and the impression deepens upon them. 
The limits are drawing narrower and narrower, 
within which our classes are formed. It seems 
to me, sound policy to endeavour to enlarge these 
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limits by concessions to advances made by a fresh 
section of society. Once interested, Biblical Criti- 
cism may not be the last class these ladies will 
attend, and we have the benefit of an infusion of 
new life. 

' I should like at this stage to refer to the various 
objections which I have heard urged against the 
admission of Biblical Criticism. I said that most 
of them required a kind of attention and respect, 
and involve a tone of argument which is altogether 
out of the province of our Association. I refer to 
those which are expressions of purely personal and 
individual feeling. Being such, you will at once 
perceive that while they are so many good reasons 
for the ladies who hold them, keeping away from 
the class, they ought to have no weight with us, 
as influencing us to refuse the demand of fifty-five 
ladies who do not hold these views, and who are so 
anxious for this particular kind of instruction, that 
they pledge themselves as students nearly a year 
before. That we are an Association drawing our 
members from so many difierent religious denom- 
inations, that we receive a requisition so numer- 
ously signed by as great a variety of believers, and 
that we endeavour to organize the class asked for, 
is a strong proof that we do not recognize the class 
as a doctrinal one, but as an educational one. We 
are not discussing whether or not we shall compel 
our students to undergo certain devotional exercises 
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in connection with our Association, but whether or 
not we shall give fifty-five women a class, under our 
auspices,, which they require. With the con- 
sicences and scruples of our students, we have 
nothing whatever to do : their attendance on this 
as on the other classes, is as purely voluntary 
as anything can be. Let me beg of you to 
look at the question earnestly from this point 
of view. It is entirely dififerent from the ques- 
tion of religious teaching in schools, and I trust 
you will distinguish between the principles 
involved. Doing so, the only three objections 
which ought to have any weight with us as a 
corporate body are — 1st, The class is outside Arts, 
2nd, it is professional, 3d, the study is said 
to be impracticable without a knowledge of Greek. 
True, the class is outside Arts, but the rule we have 
passed to-day, enables us to keep it out of our Arts 
programme as much as it is kept from the 
corresponding programme in the University. We 
can only supply such classes on annual requisitions. 
True, the class is a professional one, and we do not 
aim at professional training. But we cannot be 
rightly reproached with giving that, as long as we 
supply an isolated class upon requisition from with- 
out. When we find ourselves receiving three or 
four such requisitions, it is quite within our power, 
and would indeed be our duty to suggest to the 
requisitionists the propriety of forming another 
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Association on different principles from ours, but 
the time has not arrived for that. Moreover it is 
not within our power to give professional training, 
even if we have now and then a class belonging to 
a professional Faculty. We may rid ourselves of 
that bugbear at once. For the third objection I 
have only to say that without questioning the 
assumption, that these fifty-five ladies are all 
ignorant of Greek, there are diverse opinions as to 
the necessity of it. I should myself be inclined to 
believe in the force of that objection if carried on to 
Hebrew and Sanscrit. But, allowing its soundness, 
it becomes an argument for Biblical Criticism if 
viewed from the point of Association policy. We 
look forward sooner or later to the formation of a 
Greek class, but most of us anticipate that it will 
be one of those classes which will require helping ; 
that it will be a small class, however zealous. If 
the study is found so essential for reliable and 
scholarly analysis and criticism of the Bible, may 
we not hope for a large accession of Greek students ? 
If our admission of this class results in an enlarged 
demand for one of our strict Arts classes, our policy 
can scarcely be considered a failure. There is 
another very material way of looking at the 
question : the class asked for is sure to pay. We 
may safely assume, that the numbers guaranteed 
will be doubled when the time arrives. To us it is 
of consequence that we should have some classes 
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which show a large financial surplus. There are 
some subjects of the greatest importance in education 
itself, and consequently, in the very foundation of 
our work, which will require to be kept up by us, 
the demand is not yet great enough to make the 
experiment pay. I have no sympathy with 
popularizing subjects to bring us money, but it 
seems to me a difi'erent thing to concede thorough 
teaching on our usual principles of a subject which 
proves its popularity as this ha^ done. Having 
found a basis for its admission consistent with the 
unity of our work, and knowing that the subject is 
far more historical and literary than theological, it 
seems to me, that we shall stand in our own light 
by setting aside this requisition. If any but the 
broadest principles of policy are allowed to 
influence us in this, there is scarcely a class to 
which objections similar in tone may not be made. 
We do not bind ourselves to more than this first 
class : indeed, Professor Charteris has, I believe, 
anticipated our rule, by stating that he would not 
lecture except on annual requisition. I will not 
detain you longer ; having shown you what seems 
to me our best policy, I can have no more to say 
as that is the only ground on which the question 
ought to be argued. I beg leave to support the 
motion in favour of the acceptance of the requisi- 
tion.' 



BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 159 

The amended rule by which Biblical Criticism 
was admitted is subjoined ; — 

7. 'In the event of any class being demanded by fifty 
students, and supplied by the Association, which is neither 
among the pass or honour subjects of the Faculty of Arts, it 
must be distinctly understood that such class does not take its 
place in the regular programme of the Association, but must be 
redemanded each year by requisition according to rule. In 
other words, all Arts subjects will be regular, all other subjects, 
belonging to other Faculties, will be requisitional. 

Here again we revert to the same letter already- 
quoted, to show the course of Mrs Crudelius' mind 
in reference to the subject under discussion. 

To Pbofessob Masson. 

' 7th Feb., 1871. 
Mrs Crudelius says, ' I have been greatly bothered 
by the Biblical Criticism movement. I do not 
know if you have heard that the requisition takes 
its rise in Professor Fraser's class. 

* My strongest reason against it is a different one 
from almost any other I have heard, though 
growing out of an objection you made to it. I 
thoroughly agree in the objection on the one side 
to the introduction of the religious element, and 
yet I can see on the other, how it widens our 
clienthley bringing in a class of students who have 
not yet joined us. 

* My own objection is quite irrespective of these 
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concessions. By admitting it, we lose our only- 
logical ground for objecting to any subject, 
theological, medical, legal, which fifty ladies take 
into their heads to demand. 

' We cut from beneath our feet the ground which 
forms our best support and basis for hope of help- 
ing professional education in the future — the 
ground which we took up when we claimed to 
work purely for the Higher Education of Women. 
We are between two stools. On the one hand we 
admit the professional element, on the other we 
cause a precedent of independent action which may 
end in putting our goal farther and farther from 
us. I have been wondering if such a plan as this 
would help us at all. 

' Let us admit Professor Charteris, but let it be 
distinctly understood that it is an outside subject, 
arranged for, in deference to the wishes of so many 
requisitionists. Let it also be understood that 
while all the Arts classes (of those Professors who 
will join us) have a permanency in our curriculum, 
which can only be interrupted by external causes 
— such as a sufficient number of students not being 
forthcoming, any outside subject must he " re- 
quisitioned^* each year that it is wanted. If this 
was clearly laid down in the prospectus, and, 
perhaps, also, in the newspapers, it might steer us 
clear of our danger. I do not think any Professor 
of any of the professional branches can feel that his 
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subject is slighted by being kept out of our Arts 
Curriculum in that way, and it serves to prove 
that, while we feel bound to try and supply a 
demand, we feel also bound by the Academical 
formation of the Arts Faculty, and we avoid the 
dangers of splitting into sub-Associations. I 
should be grateful if you would think over this. 
. . . . Of course my proposal would have 
to be subjected to Professor Charteris' criticism, 
and perhaps, if you thought advisable, to one 
or two other professional Professors. — Yours ever 
truly, 

'Mary Crudelius.' 



The large majority in favour of inviting Pro- 
fessor Charteris to lecture were disappointed by his 
finding himself unable to do so till two years after 
this time, during the winter of 1873-4. The 
accuracy of Mrs Crudelius' perception of what 
would benefit the Association was proved by 
the large number of students who attended t\m 
class of Biblical Criticism, and the consequent 
pecuniary advantage to the Association. In 
that year only did the number of students equal 
that of the second year 1868-9. By an odd 
fatality, the number of students in these two years 
is precisely the same, 335, 141 of these in 1873-4 
being students of Biblical Criticism. 
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The discussion on the introduction of Biblical 
Criticism into the course of the Association studies 
was the last matter of business which occupied 
Mrs Crudelius till the close of the year 1871. The 
summer months were spent in Germany, chiefly 
at Dresden, where her residence at that time of 
general excitement, following on the close of the 
war with France, was full of interest to her, and 
seemed to have a very beneficial efibct on the state 
of her health. Coincident with this break in her 
usual occupations is a pause in the series of letters 
to Professor Masson, the next of which, written 
on Christmas Day 1871, from her new house 6, 
(now 14) Inverleith Terrace, thus refers to the past 
interval. 

. , . . 'We have been so absorbed in the 
business of house-hunting, and subsequent re- 
moval that I have not had time for visiting. I was 
strongly tempted to write to you from Dresden, 
about the two great entries of troops, particularly 
the Berlin one, which we saw, but I did not like to 
trouble a busy man like yourself, with such corres- 
pondence. 

*It will be a pleasure to meet you and Mrs 
Masson again, and as my health is much better 
than it has been for some years, I hope after 
this winter's rest to be able to do a little work 
again. 

With best Christmas wishes for you all, and 
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many, many thanks from myself, as one of that 
half of creation for whom you fight, for all you do 
for us, believe me, yours most truly. 

'Mary Crudelics,' 



164 MRS CRUDELIUS. 



CHAPTEK XII. 

INFIRMARY MEETINGS AND EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS 

TO MISS DUNDAS 

*6 Inverleith Terrace, 
30th Jan, 1872. 

'My dear Professor Masson. — But that I 
have been confined to the house for some days, I 
should have come yesterday or to-day, to ask about 
the fate of our application to the senatus. I 
suppose it was to come on on Saturday ? Will you 
let me have a line ? If it has not come up yet, do 
not trouble to write. I shall imderstand your 
silence, and needless notes consume time terribly. 
1 go to England (if well enough) on Saturday, and 
shall be glad to hear from you there in the event of 
anything of interest occurring about our afiairs — 
address. Stand Lodge, Eadclifie, near Manchester. 

' I have no authority to say it, but I fancy very 
little would be needed to make the firms combine, 
and take up such an attitude on their own position, 
as subscribers, as to drive the refractory side to the 
alternative of declining the mass of firms subscrip- 
tions or admitting the votes. I gather this from 
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daily sQraps of expressed opinions which Mr 
Crudelius brings home to me — ^not only from Leith 
or Edinburgh firms, but from very large country 
ones. — ^Yours most sincerely, 

* Mary Crudelius.' 

This letter refers to the contest then waging, 
about the admittance of the female medical 
students to instruction in the Koyal Infirmary. 

At the meeting of Infirmary Contributors, on 1st 
January, 1872, a list of Managers favourable 
to the admission of the lady students was carried 
against a list holding the opposite views by a 
majority of 177 votes to 168. To prevent the 
beneficial results of this election the medical party 
among the contributors obtained an " Interdict " to 
prevent the elected Managers from taking their 
seats until it had been decided in a court of law 
whether the votes of firms contributing to the 
Infirmary funds were valid. By this device the 
friendly managers were kept out of office for eleven 
of the twelve months, for which they had been 
elected, though it was ultimately decided, first by 
the Lord Ordinary, and then by the Court of Session 
on appeal, that there was no force in the objection 
raised, and that a firm had the same right to vote 
as an individual contributor. Great indignation 
was, of course, felt at these proceedings, both by 
the friends of the Female Medical Students, and 
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by the heads of firms, who thus found themselves 
deprived of the influence they supposed themselves 
to possess in the management of this great public 
charity. Mr Crudelius' vote for the party favour- 
able to the admission of the lady students was 
one of those thus temporarily lost, to his very 
great annoyance. 

Of this correspondence, the year 1872 offers 
only this letter and another of no special interest. 
The year 1873 also, just two letters, neither of 
which seem worth producing. After these years, 
increasing illness forced Mrs Crudelius more and 
more to leave the management of the Association 
in the hands of others. Business, therefore, did 
not necessitate letter-writing, an(| by-and-by illness 
made it so difficult that very few letters were 
written to any one. 

Another correspondence runs nearly parallel 
to that with Professor Maason. 

I am allowed to quote a few extracts. Miss 
Anne Duudas, of Polton, is the correspondent. 
This lady became a member of the Association in 
July, 1868, and, equally zealous as student and 
a.s80ciate, was one of the two, who, early in 1871, 
relieved Mrs Crudelius of the duties of Secretary. 
As Mrs Crudelius spent part of her year of rest 
abroad, a frequent correspondence was kept up 
between her and her substitutes. 

The first extract is undated, but must have 
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preceded Mrs Crudelius' temporary withdrawal 
from the business of the Association. 

. . . . ' I . urged upon Madame Kunz and 
Miss Blyth the advisability of advertising pre- 
paratory classes for our classes in both Latin and 

Mathematics These ladies said they 

had tried it, but " parents were so unreasonable." 

' It put me in mind of a paper I heard of, written 
by a very well-known instructress in England, 
upon the chief .hindrances and obstacles in the 
way of teachers. She said — " 1st. The parents. 
2nd. The parents. 3rd. The parents." 

'I pointed out to them (i.e. Mrs Kunz and 
Miss Blyth, both members of the Association, and 
each, for a time, of the Executive), that the 
Association classes were the thing now, and that 
girls would rush into them with an avidity quite 
different from what they would show for ordinary 
school classes, and that, if preliminary examina- 
tions in these two subjects were instituted, and 
quasi-tutorial classes instituted in the schools of 
those ladies who belong to us, for the express 
purpose of preparing for the Association classes, 
things might improve.' 

This reflex action on schools was from the first 
Mrs Crudelius' strongest hope from the effects of 
her work. During her canvass for members she 
was met, by those best informed and most anxious 
for the success of her objects, by objections to her 
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scheme, founded on the great want of preliminary 
instruction of a solid kind among girls. Some 
told her she should in the first place establish a 
school before seeking to erect a substitute for a 
University. 

Mrs Cfudelius explained to those who would 
listen, that she hoped to improve schools in the 
manner she here alludes to. Her object had of course 
to be stated with the utmost delicacy and tact, to 
avoid ofiending heads of schools, in a place in which 
schools are so very numerous as in Edinburgh, and 
where they will certainly bear comparison advan- 
tageously with schools elsewhere. 

To Miss Dundas. 

. . . . '1 am very sure from all the kind 
things you have said, you will be sorry to learn 
that I intimated verbally on Monday, my intention 
to resign office. Doctors and parents, and husband 
have impressed the necessity of this on me for long, 
but I have turned a deaf ear to it till now, when I 
feel it is like an injury to the Association and my- 
self, to hold longer so responsible a place. I am 
very much weaker than any one being occasionally 
. with me would suspect. I never lose the sense of 
struggling, and I feel that I must take some time 
of entire rest. 

* The work, could it be portioned out, is nothing ; 
but I may say to you, strictly entre nous — that I 
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do not feel that anyone sees the enterprise quite as 
I see it, and as I set it going, I naturally feel a 
heavy responsibility, and I cannot candidly say 
that all the faith so many have in me helps me on 
my way. You see what Mrs Burton writes. You 
know how kindly you write yourself. Miss 
Hamilton, only last Saturday, told me she some- 
times feared not doing fairly by others, because she 
trusts so much to me. . • . . 

' The ladies were very kind on Monday, and it 
was suggested by Madame Kunz that I should 
simply resign^ or rather that my resignation should 
only be accepted pro tem.y that I should take a 
holiday as long as was necessary and then resume 
my post, holding the right to sit in an ex- 
officio character (without vote), at the Executive 
meetings. 

*She stated her intention to move this at the 
Executive Meeting, which in my resignation I sug- 
gested they should hold without me at it, so that 
they might have perfect freedom of discussion. 

^The knowledge that I shall gladly accept such 
a compromise, if allowable, for it will give me 
still a voice, without the wearing sense of respon- 
sibility.^ 

'I am doubtful still, as to the wisdom 
of the step as a curative measure for myself: 

^ Incomplete, as are a good mauy of these extracts, no doubt fioiu 
inaccurate copying. 



170 UBS CRUDELIUS. 

my hope is that my successor may be some- 
one who is willing, not only to succeed to 
the post, but to my policy. Could you not take 
it for the time ? I could trust you. You are in 
many respects far better fitted for it than I. 

'Indeed, the only point where I stand alone is 
that I have worked the scheme from the beginning, 
moulding it on my own ideal of the possible here ; 
and the only other points which fit me are (from 
others judgment confirmed by mine), that I see 
far through measures I am interested in, that I am 
prompt and accurate (until I was so much of an 
invalid I had a singularly accurate memory) and if 
I may quote Mrs Burton " You are the only person 
I ever knew who knows both when to speak and when 
to be silent," a judgment which filled me with amaze, 
but which was borne out by the name Mrs 
Daniell and Mrs Kanken used to give me in fun of 
"Mrs Disraeli" because they declared they were 
conscious I had done a little bit of education for 
them every time we had a talk. I am not a 
scholar and I lead from different causes a very 
isolated life. 

*I am sure you will understand this and ex- 
cuse the egotism. You can trust me that I am ap- 
praising myself at what I am worth to the Associa- 
tion and not in the very least as an individual, 
although Mrs Burton's words were written on 
private matters. 
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* There is very much more in your letter to 
which I should have liked to reply, but I must 
limit myself in writing, so that I may last over 
my work, and really a new secretary to the 
Association is the most important business at 
present. Do think it over before positively de- 
ciding against taking my place. You are the 
only one I shall propose, Miss Hamilton is 

treasurer and librarian. 

« 

. . . . 'Once for all, I value your trust 
more than I can say, but you and Miss Hamilton 
(I speak the truth very simply and frankly) are 
much abler women than I, and, if you will only 
rely on yourselves, will work the work in a better 
and more business-like way than it has yet been 
done. Mine has certainly been a sort of despotism, 
but it has been the force of enthusiasm, and not 
of wilfulness. You will not, I hope, find that I 
hinder you by petty fault-finding. You must be 
free to do your work, or you will not do it 
thoroughly well. I hope you will see the true 
kindness, and, may I say affection of my feelings 
towards both you and Miss Hamilton in what I 
have written. 

'I too have, perhaps, too eager a manner, I 
know I have too dogmatical a way of speaking, 
but it really comes from intensity of conviction, 
and not from temper. I think Miss Hamilton 
will do me the justice of saying that she never 
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knew me, in all the time we have worked to- 
gether, lose my temper or become discourteous 
at all. . ... . 

'I want to help, not to hinder you. — ^Yours 
always most truly, Mary Crudelius.' 

To Miss Dundas. 

* listh January, 1871. 

^I hope in time we shall have a complete 
curriculum, but I have no faith in one which 
does not develop itself according to the plan 
upon which we have already acted, of annual 
repetition or continuation, as the case may be, 
of the same subjects and the same professors, 
trying to add those subjects in the first place, 
Tvrhich I may . perhaps call formative, i.e., dis- 
ciplinary, and, in the second place, those which 
are more supplementary, i.e., special. 

*We have all along gone according to the 
University model ; and to me it seems that we 
should only begin to make any subjects compulsory 
when they are to be studied for a degree or 
certificate. 

'The interruption of courses has in its nature a 
kind of moral compulsion, which will do no 
particular good to girls while there is no reason 
given why certain studies should follow one 
another, or why a certain group should be taken. 
My idea of our development either into a college of 
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OUT own, or an affliation to our own University 
here^ lies practically in the close keeping to the 
method there followed. 

* Until we can get our degrees, I think it is our 
plan to supply yearly the variety and leave the 
students to arrange it into their two or three years 
of time, according to their individual tastes and 
necessities. Our system has been the continuity, or 
rather the annual repetition, of classes by the same 
Professors. In some cases the subject exhausted in 
one session, in others extending as you know. 
Professor Masson lectured for us first in the winter 
of 1867-8. When the following winter we added 
Professors Tait and Fraser, there was no question of 
giving up English Literature. 

* Before the third winter a question was asked if 
he would not alter his course to allow old students 
to return, and give an extended view of certain 
periods of our literary history. He decidedly 
refused, saying, that he did not wish to keep his 
students longer than one winter ; that his ideal for 
his class was to have a constant stream of fresh 
students passing through it to the other classes. 

. ..... 

* My views of our need is, a sure basis with an 
infinite future capacity. 

• •••.. 

*I can understand your feeling thoroughly. 
My home was such a good and happy one, that 
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I can understand any woman remaining in such 
a one, feeling as if the influence and authority 
which had done so much for her, should always 
have a certain power. 

. . . . * I also should like to see you ; I 
can more easily talk than write as a rule now. I 
only feel sorry to ask you to come so far, but if 
you could come next Friday, I should be "at 
home," 1 need scarcely say in both senses, as 1 
am never out. — Yours most truly, 

' Mary Crudelius.' 

To Miss Dundas. 

' Chapelside, 20th Jan,, 1871. 

. . . . *I am much interested in what 
you say about the "set" who have gradually 
grown into the monopoly of our classes. I should 
be glad could we really interest some of the gay 
and fashionable girls in our more solid and profit- 
able pursuits. For that, I would be glad to give in 
a part of the ideal of scientific training which 
music offers to my mind. Perhaps the severer 
study might follow. 

. . . . * It seems to me that where students 
find the lectures too " wise " for them, it is possible 
. that it is because they have chosen the wrong 
subject, not that the amount of study required, and 
of comprehension, of course, is beyond women's 
powers. 
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. . . . ' I would not for the world indicate 
what any one should say in such a matter. I am a 
true " German " there. We find the results in that 
terrible war. Educate your officers, and then trust 
them without fettering them more than the con- 
stantly changing circumstances, as constantly com- 
municated, will of themselves fetter them. So 
those who support me from reason are sure to 
throw additional arguments into the scale if left to 
themselves.' 

■ « 

To Miss Dundas. 

'Chapelside, ISth March,, 1871. 

. . . . *I had never had anything to do 
with Associations, or with organizing in any way 
till the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association 
arose. I was a Sunday school teacher and used to 
teach mill girls, &c., in the winter evenings, when 
my health allowed me, but that gives one no 
help. What ^' minutes^' were in the abstract I 
knew, but I had never seen any but the outside 
of a minute book. 

* When we began I thought it necessary to write 
such full accounts for reference in later times. If it 
were thought desirable the reports might be 
dropped and the minutes extended a little. 

' Then here lay another difficulty. As secretary, 
it was not my place to take such a very prominent 
part as I always did in the meetings. I ought to 
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have taken notes and kept minutes of what passed. 
But even you who have clearer sight than most, can 
scarcely tell how at the first my word was law, and 
I had everything to explain, and later to argue out. 
So I had to trust to my memory. Then too I found 
it impossible between keeping my wits on the 
qui vive for suggestions and questions which 
required encouragement or a choking down, and 
keeping the order of the work before us to get the 
Chair to make all the necessary notes of decisions, 
and I was forced to do simply my best. 

*Now is the time to get things into a real 
business-like form, and I shall put myself under 
your training in that matter. 1 am quite of your 
opinion, that if apologies are to be the order of 
the day, we must begin with Miss Hamilton. 

. , . • *A member of such an Executive 
as ours, must have no crotchets. 

*I can honestly say I have never let "self" have 
a word to say — ^that is to say, "self" in one accepta- 
tion.' 

To Miss Dundas. 

' 14 Inverlbith Tbbrace, 27th May, 1876. 

. • . . *As for impetuosity, we may call 

quits. The difference between us lies between a 

.student element, which consists in detail, so far 

as management is concerned, and an absolutely 

unscholarly but larger grasp of organization. You 
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must let me say it, and not think me conceited. I 
have SO little to bring against all your scholarship, 
except the pain of my own wasted powers, and the 
conviction thus developed large (?) Administra- 
tion should be striven for by women, for they 
never get anything but the leavings, either in 
teaching or anything else. I do not wish you to 
understand this as blaming men. It is a great 
evil that so many of our women will harp upon 
that. 

* We get the " leavings " because — without going 
back to causes — we have not deserved first-fruits, 
and the wealth of a harvest. There are some that 
have deserved it, God knows, enough, but that as 
individuals. 

' My fear for some time has been, and continues, 
that so strong an infusion of the student element 
continues to increase what I look upon as a great 
evil, the intensifying of individuality. 

. . . . ' And I have been so long away, and 
am yet so little fit for work that only to you and 
Miss Hamilton do I say anything of what I feel. 

' I have perhaps written impetuously (like you), 
and do not think that you or our dear Miss 
Hamilton, will at once see what I am after. The 
worst is, I know that 1 am on the right track, and 
that makes me so impatient of my long withdrawal, 
and my still feeble strength. 

. . . r 'You must not be so frank in ac- 
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cepting any blame any one chooses to put on you 
as an official, as you would be for private personal 
action. 

' A vote of censure is the last thing that shoulci 
occur, except in the most extreme cases. You may 
as well give up the reins at once as allow it. 

* I do not think there is such a thing as corpo- 
rate magnanimity f 

' The members would not have a grain more, but 
rather a bushel less confidence in you, because you 
owned yourselves so readily in the wrong. It is 
perfectly reasonable that it should be so, because 
there are not the intimate and personal relations 
between the corporate body and one or more of its 
individuals that there are between friends, or 
between individual and individual. 

' The chances are that any little mistakes you 
may make, can easily be set right by yourselves and 
by a little explanation (not too humble) in the exe- 
cutive. I used in the coolest way to request votes 
of confidence ; and permission to do as I liked ! 
Many a sick and sinking heart I had, when every 
one imagined I knew all about it and could put it 
all right, because I would not betray my inex- 
perience or hesitation in any way. 
' *Once put the precedent into the minds of the 

members, by letting censure you and every 

old woman will be on the qui vive : — there, at last, 
is something, they can do, and their personal 
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prejudices, private consciences and other small 
individualities will lead to pecking at your doings 

and fault finding on all occasions. is perfectly 

right in her feeling on that point too — whether it 
proceeds from personal regard for you alone or 
there is also a little sense of the injudicious nature 
of the proceeding. The lesson to you is as good as 
if you were censured fifty times over, as you care 
more about the slip itself and its consequences than 
you do about yourself, and I think Miss Hamilton 
has the same power of sinking her;3elf. • You don't 
know how necessary it is to "create a public 
opinion" which is at the core, faith in the true 
executive, which is always the secretary or 
secretaries. This should have been sent yesterday, 
but I could not get it finished and have now to do 
. it in great haste. 

* 1 hope I have been clear about it. — Yours 
always most truly, 

' Mary Crudelius.' 

* P.S. If you care for me to write to or do 

anything for you I shall be delighted, and you 
know you are welcome to use my letters as you 
like. In reading over my letter I get painfully 
anxious that you should not look upon it all as 
conceit. Believe me if all of you had anything like 
the sense of my shortcomings and incompleteness 
that I haye myself you would be glad to be politely 



180 MRS CRUDELIUS. 



* rid of me. And writing so, Mrs Browning's words 
come curiously home to me, 



. . '* God's greatness flows 
Around our incompleteness 
Bound our restlessness His Rest." 



LETTERS TO MISS HAMILTON. 181 



CHAPTER XIII. 

. LETTERS TO MISS HAMILTON. 

Mrs Crudelius' other kind helper, during her 
sickness, places her letters from Mrs Crudelius 
at my disposal. The extracts from them will be 
few, to avoid repetition of much of the same 
nature already quoted from letters to other cor- 
respondents. 

* 27th January, 1871. 
'My Dear Miss Hamilton, — ^Thank you very 
much for your warm expressions of regret at 
my reluctant decision. I have always felt that 
I might count upon your sympathy and help, 
even if you could not always support my views. 
But even in that, I do not remember that we 
ever voted on opposite sides ! This I know, had 
you and one or two others disagreed a few times 
with me, it would haye made me very uncertain, 
so that, when you all give me so much credit, 
I wish you would remember how much of the 
success is due to the power which intelligent 
approval of my actions and conclusions gave me. 
It is really a pain to me to give it up* Nobody 
knows what the Association has been to me. 
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I feci to it in something of the same way that 
I feel to my children. It is little to do in a life, 
but the Secretaryship and its work has been my 
life work so far, and I look back now with a 
pleasant pain on the six months that I fought 
single-handed, until I happened to meet Mrs 
Daniell. I owe to it the development of any 
faculty of organization I possess, and I owe to it 
the making of a few friends for life I hope. It 
would grieve me terribly if it drifted wrong, and 
it is hard to say if I could in that case ever find 
the courage and strength to set it right again. 
But the most of you in the Executive agree so 
thoroughly always with me, that I am sure you 
will watch it carefully, and besides, I may not be 
so much away from home as I at present expect, 
nnd always I shall be glad to do anything I can. 

Miss has never yet clearly grasped the 

idea that the Association is carrying out an ex- 
periment with a certain definite aim to be worked 
towards, gradually, but with more or less rapidity, 

according to the measure of success 

' You may well say " Poor Paris ! " the most 
melancholy feature to me is that wilfulness which 
(tarries on the sacrifice and tries to boast as at the 
outset. 

*If they could but realize the height of the 
moral courage it requires to own that. France is 
conquered and must take a second place, they 
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would surely work to thxit, instead of the useless at- 
tempts they still make. This prolongation is morally 
good for neither side, but it is worst for the poor 
French, as showing the world and the thinking 
men among them how deep the ulcer of demoralisa- 
tion has eaten into them. One army after another, 
not so much beaten as failing, from its own weak- 
ness. One general after another dismissed, because 
he cannot conquer the trained German troops with 
men and boys, who are brought out to do the work 
they all know their army in which they believed 
failed miserably to do. Everywhere incompetence, 
everywhere distrust, and everywhere failure ! 
There are two or three men in France whose 
patriotism and energy I admire intensely; and 
if they had the courage now, after all their eflfbrts, 
to say "We must give in," they would become 
some of the most real heroes of the war — though 
probably martyrs, would have to be added to the 
word! 

. . . . * If I have not thanked you warmly 
enough, I would repair the omission now, and hope 
I may always count you among the friends the 
Association has broughfr*^ me. Believe me with 
kindest regards, — ^Yours most truly, 

' Mary Crudelius. 

'Will you let me see your last Essay? Miss 
Dundas sometimes lets me read hers.' 
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' Ohapelside 11th March, 1871. 

'My dear Miss Hamilton. — I am afraid your 
first day of Secretaryship must have been a tr3dng 
one. I must warn you, from my own case, not to 
allow yourself to be led into such night work as 
Miss Dundas spoke of. If you are very strong you 
may not feel it for a time — or perhaps so much — 
but it will sooner or later tell on you. 

. . . . *Mr Crudelius was at home before 
me last night, and took me out of my cab with 
grave eyes and uncharitable. feelings to the Associa- 
tion behind them. I wasn't at all well to start 
with, but was obliged to groan ' inwardly over my 
aching limbs all evening, afraid of increasing his ire 
against the corporation. I wondered often how you 
were. — Yours with best regards 

'M. Crudelius.' 



' Ohapelside, Qth April, 1871. 

. . . . * Mr Hill Burton • said to me at 
dinner on Tuesday, that we were all priest-ridden 
together, either by clergymen or teachers, and that 
we should bring things to a climax soon. My 
appetite vanishing unrder the charge, 1 didn't go 
into much of an argument. 

* He says we ought to have women professors, to 
which I replied, we were training them and he 
must give us time. 
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• 14 Inverlbith Tbrraob, 19th June, 1873. 

' My dear Miss Hamilton. — I should have seen 
you before now, but Maud' took a mild attack of 
chicken-pox last Saturday, and I have kept myself 
pretty secluded, as she slept with me and I doctored 
her myself. She is now nearly herself again 

. . . I shall take her out to-day and on 
Monday they both return to school. 

. . . .' ' What I wanted to see you and feel 
I must write to you about is my increasing feeling 
that I must either give up the Secretaryship 
altogether or the responsibility must be divided. 
Next October and November turn me sick when- 
ever I think of them. 

' It is my own busy time, for the children start 
on a fresh year's course of study, and I have every- 
thing to arrange in domestic matters for the winter. 
Then there is the report, also the prospectus, the 
advertisements, and everything connected with the 
openiilg of the classes. In addition, there is now 
the Certificate Examination, and there should be 
the Examination for the Bursary ; there is also the 
fund arrangements, to say nothing of all the 
incidental matters belonging to library and classes, 
and Association, in different ways. If I had a 
grown-up daughter, or could persuade Mama to 
let Hatti be always with me, I might try it next 
winter. 

^ Mrs Crudelius' youngest daughter. 
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. . . . ' I know how much help I have 
to thank you for, and how many complications 
you have saved me from,' and I trust you will 
believe me, dear Miss Hamilton, that I am 
grateful for it. But I cannot face next winter's 
work and responsibility. It is the latter which 
weighs on me. 

. . . . * With kindest regards and with 
many, many thanks for all the sympathy and 
help I have always received from you. — I am 
always yours sincerely and affectionately, 

'Mary Crudelius.' 

It is with regret that the rest of this corres- 
pondence is omitted. 

The minute wisdom of it, about small details, 
points of accounting, voting, &c., is highly charac- 
teristic, and the higher wisdom of full confidence 
and sympathy in her assistant, is equally honourable 
to both parties, but much of the detail is so small 
that it could hardly be interesting, except to those 
immediately concerned. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

LETTERS TO MRS BURTON AND FIRST PROSPECTUS 

OF ALL. 

The next correspondence from which a few ex- 
tracts are offered is with the writer. It is the 
longest of the series, dating, as will be seen, almost 
from the first conception of the Association down 
to the period at which all letter writing ceased. 
A short part of an ordinary life, about seven years, 
from the year 1867 till 1874. These were Mrs 
Crudelius' years of public usefulness. She was at 
the beginning of them twenty-eight years of age. 

' Chapelside, Trinity, April 18, 1867. 
' My dear Mrs Burton — I seize on the very 
small pretext of an introduction at my German 
lesson^ for addressing you in this informal and 
friendly fashion, but I think you will forgive it for 
the sake of a subject in which I believe we both 
are interested I have been confined to bed for the 
greater part of a week, or I should have taken the 
liberty of calling on you before now to bieg your 
assistance in the constitution of an Educational 
Association here. Since then I have had an offer 

^ At the house of mutual acquaintaoces, Herr and Madame Froebel. 
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from Miss Emily Davies, Honoraxy Secretary to 
the London Association of Teachers, and author 
of the 'Higher Education of Women/ and Miss 
Wolstenholme, Honorary Secretary to the Man- 
chester Board of School Mistresses, to come to 
Edinburgh and give what assistance they can 
in a similar work here, to that in which they 
are interested at home. It is decided that 
if a few influential ladies and gentlemen will attend 
a proposed meeting, these ladies should come, and 
I write to ask if you and Mr Burton would kindly 
be present on Friday the 26th inst., at two o'clock, 
at the Bible Society's Office, No. 5 St Andrew's 
Square. I feel it necessary to say to you, as I have 
done to Mrs Innes, that it will commit you to 
nothing more than interest in the subject of the 
meeting, although I hope you will be willing after- 
wards to assist in carrying out any plan which 
seems feasible. I cannot conclude my note without 
apologizing again not only for its informality but 
its hurried and perhaps not very explicit state- 
ments. I can only plead a rather weak head, 
through illness, for the latter, and for the former — 
I have heard so much of you that I did not feel 
able to address you in any other way. May I beg 
the favour of a reply by return, as I am anxious to 
let Miss Davies know as soon as possible what our 
arrangements are. — Believe me, yours sincerely, 

']\Iary Crudelius.' 
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* Chapelside, Trinity, 20th April, 1867. 
'My dear Mrs Burton. — I do not know what 
you may have heard of the Educational Association 
which was and is contemplated, but our actual views 
of the position of women are by no means so widely 
different as, in your very kind answer to my letter, 
you seem to think. I agree with you most 
completely in your desire for the emptiness of many 
women's lives to be filled up by work of a solid 
kind; and provided domestic management were 
placed on a level with other labours in an economical 
sense, I would thankfully see almost all professions 
and trades* thrown open to our sex. I believe I 
simply give Miss Davies' sentiments in my own, 
and I know that Miss Wolstenholme goes heart and 
soul with every movement that places the industrial 
position of women on a higher level and materially 
extends the fieldj of work. No definite plans 
certainly have been formed for the Educational 
Association, but it was hoped such definition would 
result from the English ladies' experience. I find 
such contradictory elelhents — such varieties of 
opinion, and to speak plainly such an amount of 
" no opinion," if it were possible for a negative to 
have a positive existence, that I find the har- 
monizing of the whole a task fitted for far more 
advanced years and a far higher order of brain than 
I possess. I think, however, that you will see from 
this hurried note, that however we might differ 
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(and I have yet to learn that we do) in opinion, as 
to the working details and the machinery, we are at 
one in our ideas of what the result ought to be. If 
Miss Davies and Miss Wolstenholme come, I hope 
you will join the meeting, which will however be 
confined to ladies as so many of the gentlemen who 
would have been an acquisition are out of town, or 
propose going, that the few left must I think be 
excluded. 

. . . . 'With many thanks for your kind 
letter, believe me, my dear Mrs Burton, faithfully 
yours 

' Mary Crudelius.' 



. . . . * But will you forgive me, dear Mrs 
Burton, for the conviction I have that even an 
unknown name is better for the real spread of 
opinion than no name at all ? So many women, 
who think seriously and sometimes write (and 
well too) on these subjects are so afraid of running 
the gauntlet of opinion — so nervous of falling under 
the ban upon "strong minded women" that we 
have as the result, far too much " anonimity " and a 
consequent vagueness and uncertainty as to the 
numbers and individuality of the ranks on our side 
— taking "Our" something in a Broad Church 
sense — many phases of opinion, but all professing 
to be to some extent rationalistic and progressive. 
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I really believe that any opinion carries fifty times 
the force if its authorship is known than if one has 
a doubt from its anonymous nature of the reality, 
and also of the motives/ 



'Chapelside, Oct 11, 1S67. 

' My dear Mrs Burton. — ^You were kind enough 
in one of your notes to me to say that you would 
do anything you conscientiously could to further our 
Educational schemes. Will you then kindly attend 
a small meeting^ to be held on Tuesday next at No. 
1 Inverleith Terrace (Mrs DanielFs) ? 

' I enclose a prospectus of an English scheme^ 
similar in most points to one which we wish to 
introduce here. We do not want to add to the 
elementary teaching of schools, but to supplement 
it by something as nearly approaching a University 
Course as we can get at present. We think it 
might prevent girls falling into the idle, vapid, fast 
lives so many lead now, by opening to them means 
of further training than they at present have, and 
if it should, by the thorough nature of the courses, 
tempt any into a wider industrial arena — neither 
you nor I would I believe grumble at such results. 
At anyxate will you come on Tuesday, and th^n 
decide whether or not you can join our Association ? 
With kind regards, — I am, Yours most truly 

' Mary Crudelius.' 
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' Chapelside, Tkinity, October 14, 1867. 
* My dear Mrs Burton, — Many thanks for your 
prompt reply to my note. I intended on first 
reading it to write at once and ask you to come, 
even as an opponent, but as to-morrow's purposes 
are so entirely those of organization I think it 
would be more interesting to you, having made up 
your mind on the subject, to attend one of the 
future meetings we hope to have. I would not 
have troubled you at all, but if you remember your 
objections to the former Associations were based 
upon their indefiniteness of object ; and I thought 
that however strongly your feelings might lean 
towards the industrial side of the women's question, 
yet that you would not object to any step which 
had for its object the infusion of a serious element 
into the lives of our girls. . . . . I hope you 
do not think that the scheme contemplates mere 
smattering. We do not, / at least, wish to take 
up more than one or two branches in a winter, but 
to work them as well as can be done within fifteen 
to twenty lectures;^ and not merely lectures to 
please the ear and be pastime, but incentives and 
stimulus and material for solid mental work. 
"What I should like myself would be that they 
should approximate as nearly as at present is pos- 
sible outside the University to what is done 
inside. We wish for and hope to get the same 

^ This first idea was soon changed for doable the number. 
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teachers — ^we will give up the battle rather than 
take anything less — and it would have to be under- 
stood that work is expected from and must be done 
by those who go in for them. The faults of early 
training, and the faults of all the existing systems, 
will never, in my opinion, be discovered more com- 
pletely than by finding out their inability to bear 
the solid work we propose afterwards. 

* It is possible and probable that you may totally 
disagree with what I say, but I like (pardon me for 
saying so) your perfect frankness in telling me. I 
would never wish to dogmatise in legislating for 
others, for I find how month by month some little 
shade of change creeps over my own views ; and in 
some points I think differently from what I did 
even a year ago 

* Ohapelside, 17th October, 1867. 
'My dear Mrs Burton, — Many thanks for 
your kind letter. . . . . I felt sure that 
when you understood our aim, you would sym- 
pathise in it, and for that reason I would have 
much preferred seeing you. I enclose you our 
first prospectus, merely for canvassing purposes, 
and I hope you will approve of it, and give us 

your name if you do To be a member 

of the Association does not involve attendance 

at the lectures It must be borne in 

mind that one fundamental difierence exists be- 

N 
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tween Manchester and Edinburgh, which we always 
(perhaps erroneously) took for granted that people 
would at once recognise. Manchester is not a 
University city, consequently has not the mass of 
native talent, so to speak, to draw upon for its 
supply of lecturers. .... 

* We have no need to go a-field for our teachers, 
if our professors will only be kind enough to help 
us 

' Chapelside, 2i!th October, 1867. 

. . . . *We dont want merely lectures for 
this winter, or else we could do perfectly well 
without the "Association" which must seem 
*' mysterious " to many people. We want to 
inaugurate a new institution, which shall be per- 
nianent, and it does not seem to me possible to 
do that, unless we have a body from which it 
arises, and which looks after its interests until 
it is fairly afoot. 

*/ am less keen about getting results this 
winter, than about getting our machinery into 
good working order. But all this is just what 

you know already Three minutes' 

conversation would have done more than a great 
many letters 

' With many thanks on my side for your patience 
with my pertinacity, — I am, dear Mrs Burton, very 
sincerely yours, Mary Crudelius.' 
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* Ohapelside, 26th October, 1867. 
' My dear Mrs Burton, — ^More last words ! 
But I think I must answer one or two points in 
your letter, because, on Tuesday, there will be no 
time for discussion on anything but " points of 
detail. I feel certainly inclined to claim per- 
manence for our Association, and its first work, 
if we can get it, on this ground. For generations 
to come there will be people who stick to the 
present view of things, and who will not let their 
daughters attend a mixed College, and, I confess, 
I do not see why they should not be provided 
with the best substitute possible. 

. . . . * Even now College is not considered 
the only means of educating a gentleman, and I 
fancy the same would apply to our own sex. 

*I think we run no risk of cutting the ground 
from beneath our feet by such lectures as we 
wish for; on the contrary, I think we shall pave 
the way to greater things for those who can and 
will attempt them, by showing how much greater 
the state of preparation and the feeling of desire 
for such things is amongst us than what men 
think, and that without preventing our own per- 
manence 

*We will be content (I speak for myself) to be 
a stepping-stone — only it would be foolish to kick 
it away from us when we have done with it, as 
others may want the use of it afterwards. On 
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these grounds I want to ensure our permanency. 
Remember, dear Mrs Burton, that these are my 
sentiments — I cannot put them into the mouths 
of others, and I will not give utterance too freely 
to them myself. I know what I am working for, 
but I am quite content to let things develope 
themselves, and shall be glad to get the thin 
end of the wedge inserted; to beat the block 
with the thick end, would simply tire ourselves, 
and make no impression. 

* Absolute re-delivery we cannot this year get, 
but I quite agree (looking upon it as a theory — 
practically, I know nothing about it) in your 
views, that a Professor would be much more 
likely to undertake re-delivery, than the com- 
position of more generalizing lectures 

'Chapelside, 31s^ October, 1837. 

*My dear Mrs Burton, — Many thanks for 
your kind note. I enclose only one prospectus, 
as the next issue will be more imposing from the 
array of names. 

' Besides, Mr Laurie strongly advises altering the 
prospectus so as to make the Collegiate nature of 
the lectures or classes more decidedly apparent. 
It has done its work pretty well as a feeler, and 
the vagueness which could scarcely be avoided in 
a preliminary and suggestive circular, may well 
be swept away in the new one. I met Mr Laurie 



LETTERS TO MRS BURTON. 197 

yesterday, and he told me Professor Masson had 
said distinctly, that, if the thing contemplated 
were merely pleasant work — something ^^ pour 
passer le temps" — perhaps more profitably than 
is often the case, but still more of a pastime than 
anything else, he would have nothing to do with 
it, but if anything like real Collegiate study was 
the object, if, as the University classes would not 
yet be thrown open to women, they wished to 
have as close an assimilation to them as possible, 
he thought he could help us. I told Mr Laurie 
that if the Professors would take and keep exactly 
that stand, half our work would be done. I was 
very glad to hear such a report, and, if I understood 
Mr Laurie rightly. Professor Blackie agreed in that 
view. I have written our list of present members 
on the prospectus I send you. 1 will let you know 
what alterations are made before the prospectus is 
printed, and you might be able to suggest some- 
thing additional.' 

The prospectus here mentioned is subjoined, 
along with its short list of Honorary Members, 
part of whose names are written in Mrs Crudelius' 
hand. 

'EDINBURGH LADIES' EDUCATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION. 
'Notwithstanding the numerous Educational Agencies 
existing in Edinburgh, Young Ladies who have completed the 
usual Curriculum of Private Schools (which they do when 
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about eighteen years of age) have no opportunity of receiving 
that Higher Education, in Literature, Philosophy, and Science, 
which our Universities offer to Young Men. 

' It appears to the above Association that a certain number 
of the University subjects might fitly constitute an advanced 
course of instruction for Young Ladies desirous of extending 
their knowledge and of disciplining their powers. There can be 
no doubt that a sufficient number of these are to be found 
in Edinburgh capable, by previous training, of benefiting by 
such advanced instiniction ; and there seems to be no good 
reason why the opportunity of obtaining it should not be 
placed within their reach. 

* The Association does not aim at giving professional instruc- 
tion ; but it desires, in the general Education of Young Ladies, 
to take the University standard as its standard, and to bring 
into operation, in the training of the one sex, the same 
system which is found to work so well in the case of the 
other. This can only be accomplished by securing, in the 
first place, the approval and goodwill cf Professors and 
Examiners of the University, and of others intelligently 
interested in the Education of Women ; and, secondly, by 
obtaining the active co-operation of Professors and Examiners 
in conducting the work of the Classes which may be formed. 

' Among the subjects which may enter into the Course for 
Ladies are Literature, Latin and Greek (in the case of those 
who have obtained preliminary teaching), Logic, and Mental 
Philosophy, the Principles of Art, the Physical Sciences, &c. 
As none would enrol themselves except those really desirous 
to work, and consequently willing to prepare the substance 
of text-books, to write Exercises, and to follow a course of 
Reading under the guidance of the Professor who might for 
the time be their instructor, it is believed that two lessons 
or prelections a week would suffice. Experience will doubtless, 
from time to time, suggest changes in the organization of the 
the scheme. 
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'Those ladies who approve of the general objects of the 
Association, as above indicated, are respectfully requested 
to send their names, and a Subscription of 23. 6d., to be 
annual, as Entry-money, to the Secretaries, whose names will 
be found below. Whether they join the Classes or not, in the 
event of their being formed, is a matter for their future 
consideration. In the meantime, it is important to secure 
as wide a basis as possible for the Society. Prospectuses of 
the Course of Instruction proposed, and of the fees to be 
charged (which will be moderate), will in due time be issued. 

' MRS CRUDELIUS, Chapelsidb, Trinity, ] 

* MRS RANKEN, Cargilfield, Trinity, }• Secretomes, 

* MRS DANIELL, 1 Inverleith Terrace, J 

' Edinburgh, November 1867. 

'HONORARY MEMBERS 

*SiR D. Brewster, Principal and Yice-Chancellor of the 
University of Edinburgh. 

* Alexander Wood, Esq., M.D., Member of the University 

Court. 
' Lyon Playpair, C.B., Professor of Chemistry. 
*A. C. Eraser, Esq., LL.D., Professor of Logic and 

Metaphysics. 

* David Masson, Esq., Professor of Rhetoric. 

* John Stuart Blackie, Esq., Professor of Greek. 
'Thomas Laycock. Esq., M.D., Professor of the Practice of 

Physic. 
' The Rev, Dr. Lee, Professor of Biblical Criticism. 



* Rev, R. Wallace, A.M. 

' Rev. J. CuRRiE, Rector of the Church of Scotland Training 
College. 

* Thomas Constable, Esq. 

* Dr Donaldson, Rector of the High School. 
^ Simon S. Laurie, Esq. 
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* Dr. Sanderson, Royal Society. 

* Dr. Arthur Mitchell, Board of Lunacy. 
*Lieut.-Col. Ranken. 

* Rev. Dr. David Arnot, High Church. 

* Rev. Dr. Alexander, St Columba's. 

* T. Oliphant, Esq., Charlotte Square Institution. 

* J. DuNDAS Grant, Esq., Advocate. 

* Charles Cowan, Esq., Valley field. 

* Major-General Wahab. 

* Rev. John M/Murtrie, St Bernard's. 

* Dr. Woodford, Inspector of Schools. 

* J. Lindsay. Esq., W.S. 

* Karl Frcebel, Esq., late Professor in the Cantonschule of 

Zurich. 

* Professor Douglas Maclagan. 

* Professor Bennett. 

* Professor Liston. 

* Professor Allmann. 

* Sheriff Watson. 

' Ohapelside, 2Sth Nov. 1867. 
. . . . * I hope you will be able to come ou 
Wednesday, as the new prospectus is to be discussed. 
It will commit us entirely to connection in some 
way, however slight, with the University, and 
though I don't anticipate strong opposition, yet we 
are as well to have all the advanced members 
present if possible. 

' Ohapelside, 2Srd Nov, 1867. 
. . . . ' I do not agree with you that even 
most gentlemen are contemptuous of us when they 
once appreciate our earnestness. Even the few who 
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are have the feeling more from custom than any 
thing else. Men have not yet learnt to really 
believe that women want, for a good purpose and 
with their whole hearts, the objects for which so 
many are now working. 
^ It is with most men mere want of Faith. 

. . . . ' I do know what I would like, but 
much of it I know I cannot get, and I know too 
(between ourselves) that the very attempt to gain 
all we want would shut us out from the first steps.' 

Probably the writer's objections to joining the 
Association have been already made plain enough 
by* Mrs Crudelius' arguments to combat them, 
but they may be here briefly stated as rendering 
Mrs Crudelius' expressions more intelligible. At 
first sight "A lecture scheme" looked like a 
mere pastime, and the writer expressed strongly to 
Mrs Crudelius how much more ready she would 
be to assist any project for furnishing women 
with actual work. As the plan was farther ex- 
plained another objection arose — ^that it might 
tend to supersede, or at least delay, the opening of 
the University equally to both sexes. 

* Chapelside, 10th Dec. 1867. 
'We have by no means amalgamated with the 
Franchise Association : we could not, with our 
avowedly exclusive purpose of education. I hold 
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just the same position in regard to it that you do, 
and have declined to go on the Committee because 
I am pledged to our own body. 

. . . . 'I wish very much that you- would 
come on our Executive/ 

' Chapblside, 11^^ Dec. 1867. 

. . . . ' I took the liberty of proposing you 
as Vice-President in my place, as I have resigned. 
I cannot keep both, and I believe I am of more 
good as Hon. Secretary. 

. . . . *It was unanimously carried that 
you should be asked, and I hope very sincerely that 
you will agree. It will cause us also so much delay 
before we can find another if you will not. We 
want to get our prospectus out at once now. Has 
Lady Dunfermline consented ? 

. . . . ' I think if you could have seen the 
perfect unanimity of the meeting on the point of 
your succeeding me, you would have been pleased. 
— I am, dear Mrs Burton, Yours very faithfully. 

' Mary Crudelius.' 

' Chapelside, 17th Dec, 1867. 
* My dear Mrs Burton. — It gave me personally 
a great deal of pleasure to receive your kind note 
on Saturday evening, consenting to replace me as 
Vice-President You are the only one to whom I 
could gladly give it up, for although I am not fitted 
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for such a post by any single thing except my 
interest in the cause, I should yet have been most 
unwilling to yield to any one who had not decided 
views on the whole question of women. 

. ^ , . ' It would be a little diflBcult for me 
to give sharp enough outlines to my conception of 
things as they should be, perhaps because I am too 
intent on making sure of each step. The sentence 
in which you express your own views is, in spirit, 
exactly my ideal of the reciprocal position of the 
sexes. We might differ a little in details, but that 
might perhaps be only a matter of time. Every 
phase of reform in the position of women has my 
sympathy. We are to a great extent untried in 
many of the spheres to which we ask admission, 
but my own very moderate demand would be " Ke- 
move our disabilities ; give us the chance ; let us 
have freedom for experiment, and let it go on for a 
generation or two before you decide that ages 
of compulsory legislation for us by others has been 
right and our own instinctive conviction wrong." 
That is what I want. 

' I believe thoroughly in domestic life. I want 
nothing better for my daughters than to be 
happy and good wives and mothers; but I don't 
believe in marriage and the domesticities forming 
an alternative for which girls are to struggle, 
and to which they are to look with hope, with 
almost as strong distinction as they are taught 
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to make between heaven and hell. That is strong 
language, but it expresses my feeling on the 
matter. Give us a choice of earthly destinies. 
Make it possible for all women who choose to 
maintain themselves comfortably and respectably, 
at least give them the chances that men have. 

'Men and women will always care to marry, 
if they "fall in love/' and I really think the 
kind of horror with which men look upon marriage 
now, would be done away with if they saw less 
manceuvering in women, and more chances of 
useful helping companions in them than they 
now see. In the industrial question I am much 
interested, as the vital changes must come tJierey 
but I don't see my way to helping. I do not 
know whether you agree with me, but I must 
say I have no faith in these societies for promoting 
the employment of women. It is a sort of sop- 
throwing, a guarding of a few from starvation, 
while the great question remains untouched — 
absolutely more sealed up than ever, especially 
where the middle and upper classes are con- 
cerned. 

'I do see some hope in the higher education 
of these classes of society. As we go, girls are 
too much and too little educated ; too little for 
really setting to work, too much to make them 
contented nonentities, if they have any right 
womanly feeling. I think that if we can get 
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them to healthy interested mental work, the first 
step will be gained. If that absurd phrase, 
"finished my education" could be practically 
abolished, and the inconsistency of expecting 
to grow in years without a corresponding growth 
in the whole nature (it may be a twist or straight, 
but still growth)^ something good would be done. 
This is, as you promise, for yourself^ alone — though 
at one time or another when I see it can be done, 
I am always admitting bits, and trying to make 
way with it. Where I hold back, it is from the 
firm conviction that I and the subject would be 
misunderstood, and harm done. I dont think it 
is a mistake I make in my own character, when 
I say that I always (almost, at least,) have an 
instinctive knowledge of how far to go with 
others. It seems born in me, and I cannot but 
think it is safer to quietly work one's way — 
never, of course, denying principles held, but 
never obtruding them. People do want educating 
to perceive truths, and with a little patience will 
accept quietly what strong measures of per- 
suasion would only have made them prejudiced 
against, once and for ever. To sum up, my 
wish for women, is to see them feminine and 
womanly, through the perfect development of 
womanhood, and that can only be done by the 
opening up to them in addition to their share of 

^ See end of same letter. 
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the ills of a common humanity, which is never 
grudged them, their share of its rights and privi- 
leges. This is very hurried : I have so much 
writing to do, and perhaps it is not very clear. 

* At eight-and-twenty, however, one can scarcely 
say that one has matured all convictions, especially 
as for four of the later years of my life I have 
nothing but a blank to show, so utterly did a 
shattered nervous system incapacitate me from 
thinking. . > . . 

' I tell people if they ask me honestly, that my 
views are a little extreme, but I would rather let 
the top of the ladder be lost in the clouds, as I said 
once before. It is easy to infer for those who 
choose what the end must be — those who will not 
— ^will not 

. . . . * Of course, when I say that my ideas 
are for yourself alone, I do not mean that if you find 
it desirable at any time . . that I would limit 
you in any way. I leave it quite to yourself. . . 

* 20th Jan, 1868. 

'Dear Mrs Burton, — On returning from to- 
day's lecture, I find your little note and enclosures. 
I am so glad you have been successful with Lady 
Dunfermline, who with her daughter was present 
to-day. .... 

'Ohapelside, 26th Feb., 1868. 
. . . . * I forgot to say that I have not read 
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the book.^ From a glance through it, I think it 
will interest me much. One or two passages 
caught my eye, to me amusingly strongly ex- 
pressed. There is so much in the position of 
women, which I see to be utterly wrong, false, 
and yet which I have never felt, and I think 
never shall. You see my dear husband is a 
very liberal-minded man, both theoretically and 
practically, as regards women, and we "Married 
for love '' ! — With kindest regards, I am yours 

always sincerely, 

' Mary Crudelius.' 

' ' Chapelside, 11 ^A March, 1868. 
. . . . "I fear I shall be unable to come 
out this week to Craighouse, although I have 
been building on the hopes of that pleasure . . 
. . perhaps next week I may manage it. I am 
sure it would do me good. I am so alone just 
now, that a few hours of intelligent society is 
better than good feeding or stimulants, or tonics, 
or anything else. I think it is perhaps what I 
want most. I shall soon have my husband at 
home again, and that will rouse me. — ^Yours with 
kind regards. Mary Crudelius.' 

' Chapelside, Trinity, 2\8t April, 1868. 
'My Dear Mrs Burton,— I have always in- 
tended writing to you, since the pleasant day I 

1 William Thomson's * Appeal of one half the Human Race &c.' 
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Spent with you, but you know how useless it is 
to waste one's time in letter writing, unless 
you have something definite to say. It has 
just struck me that it would be a fitting thing 
if you, one of our Vice-Presidents, were present 
at the Examination on Friday. Can you 
arrange it so ? Professor Masson desires that 
some of us be present and I shall go 

' Chapelside, IStk May, 1868. 
. . . . * I am always glad to hear of any 
opinions, and I would like very much if we could in 
some way get Mrs Spalding among us. Every one 
speaks so highly of her, and I hope you will try 
and convince her that there is no concealment, 
and that too much publicity would force us to 
definition of aims &c, which would cramp our 
powers of development very seriously 

' Stand Lodge, near Manchester, 
' 27fh May, 1868. 
. . . . ' I am very glad you agree with my 
ideas about the Association. To keep all the 
members au courant of everything would be 
work for a paid Secretary who would devote 
her time entirely to it — and then there would 
really be complaints. .... 

' Chapelside, Trinity, 9th July, 1868. 
. . . . ' You don't say a word with which 
I don't agree I thinks though I have not your 
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letter, or rather have not time just now to refer 
to your letter. I want to have a long talk with 
you about one or two things and will try to come 
and see you soon if you will let me ? Why should 
I "order you" to sign anything? I think it is 
very good of you to put so much faith in me» 
but people who act in that way towards me are 
sacred from any influence which might be termed 

undue.' 

' Knockbrec, Kirkcudbrightshire, 
' 22nd August, 1868. 
. . . . * In a letter I had fiom Mrs Daniell 
the other day, she tells me of a lady she heard 
of, who made £300 a year by wood engraving, 
which is an encouraging thing for you.' 

* Chapelside, Ibth March, 1870. 

. . , . * The more I think about the 

medalling, the less wise does it seem 

I have a strong feeling against leaving too 
many evidences of this, our transition stage. I 
would rather leave the medal tiU it can be a 
University rather than an Association distinction. 

*I am glad to hear that there are already two 
or three names entered for the preliminary pass 
Examination in Arts — ^for Medicine.' 

' Chapelside, 2l8t September, 1870. 
* My dear Mrs Burton, — ^We shall be delighted 
to dine with you on the 4th October at 6 o'clock. 
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I shall have occasion to see the Massons before 

then I am glad you trust me in 

the matter, though your reason surprises me a 
little. I always looked upon tact as a quality 
in which I was singularly deficient, though, as 
a rule, I am conscious of erring on the right 
side, and saying rather too little than too 
much/ . • . . 

The dates show the large omissions made in 
this correspondence. It was a very frequent 
one, visits or meetings, public or private, being 
often followed by long letters of last words. 
Many of these were on Association business, 
and would be worth printing for their close 
reasoning and temperate good sense, but that 
they would in many instances be but a repeti- 
tion, in other terms, of those to Professor Massori, 

Those immediately preceding the last date 
were on personal matters. 

All those who had opportunity of real inter- 
course with Mrs Crudelius became gradually 
aware of the sterling nature of her friendship. 
Very undemonstrative of her own feelings, con- 
sequently not quickly eliciting the private feelings 
of others, she yet, gradually, conveyed the im- 
pression of entire trustworthiness, and that of 
an imcommon kind. She could be as fully 
trusted to speak for her friend, when her doing 
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-80 might be useful, as to be inviolably silent 
on occasion. Of the possession of *tact' in 
the ordinary acceptation' of tbe term, the writer 
never accused Mrs Crudelius. She was too 
thoroughly honest and earnest to quickly feel 
those delicate mutual influences which go to 
form the quality of tact. Her interest in her 
objects was too intense indeed to allow of her 
being what is commonly considered an agreeable 
person. She had tact for the Association, tact 
^t the service of a friend perhaps, not for her- 
self. 

' 14 Inverleiih Terrace, 30^ October, 1872. 
. . . . *I am very glad to know the ex- 
planation of the scandal about Miss . I 

daresay I told you that I was led into using 
rather strong language to my hostess at a party, 
when she brought up the story in a sneering 
way, and I have sometimes thought since, that 
if any one had had the coolness to ask me on 
what grounds I asserted the thing to be untrue, 
my own instincts would scarcely have been 
-accepted — ^if even I could have offered the plea. 
But these gossiping tales — ^true or untrue — ^always 
annoy me like an insect's bite, irritate me, and 
«et me on defending the one attacked.' .... 

' Moffat, 5th August, 1874. 
' My dear Mbs Burton. — I intended writing to 
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you when I read in the * Scotsman ' of the loss yon 
have had/ but have been very unwell the last 
two days. 

*It was very good of you to remember and. 
believe that I would sympathize with you, and 
I thank you for the papers you sent me. 

*I am very bad at expressing quite what I 
feel at such times, as death never^ seems to me- 
the dreaded thing which most find it. But still 
one knows what the pain of loss to those left 
behind is, with the unavailing regrets, and the- 
worse than useless "ifs" of retrospection. Will 
you think me hard-hearted if I say that your 
dear father's death seems to me just the death 
(so far as one learns it from the papers) that 
the most devoted of wives and children would 
pray for for one they loved? To go at 
an old age, and yet a green and hale old age,, 
to suffer shortly, and have the end come swiftly, 
to be struck while every thing was bright and 
cheerful around, and to know that the tract of 
life behind was no barren or useless one ; dearest 
Mrs Burton, what could be wished for more, save 
that there were no pangs of parting, and no pos- 
sible remembrances of pain? Only, one never 
can feel in that way, and the pain swallows up 
the consolation. Please believe that I feel with 
you in every way, and that, while I envy your 

^ In the death of the late Coemo Innes, the writer's father. 
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father, I can understand perhaps the better the 
blow which has fallen on his family 

*I shall like to hear from you anything that 
you care to ^vrite to me about it all, and if I could 
have helped you in any way you know it would 
have been at once a pleasure and a pain 

*And now, with warm sjnnpathy and a hope 

that you will soon learn to rejoice for your father, 

rather than regret for those who are left, I am 

always, dear Mrs Burton, most affectionately 

yours, 

* Mary Crudelids.' 

' Moffat, 17th August, 1874. 
'My dear Mrs Burton. — It was very kind 
indeed of you to write so soon to me, and a great 
gratification to me to feel that you understood so 
perfectly my meaning, and that both Mrs Innes 
and you could enter so thoroughly into it. I 
did not doubt your doing so, if I could have felt 
sure I had expressed my meaning rightly, 
but it takes so delicate a touch to prevent jarring, 
when the nerves of both heart and body are so 
highly strung, that I could not help a fear that I 
might go wrong/ .... 

The hand-writing of these last letters shows 
the difficulty with which they were written. 
They were the last the writer received from Mrs 
Orudelius. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

It is a curious fact that the prediction of this- 
report actually came true. The gradually dimin- 
ishing numbers of the Association students stopped 
in that year at 204. Each year since has shown 
an increase on that number, and with one exception^ 
an increase on the previous year. 

'REPOET. 
(For the Year ending October 1872). 

* During the Winter Session of 1871-72 four classes were 
held in connexion with the Association. Three of these had 
already been in existence for three years, — the fourth class, 
that of Moral Philosophy, was a new one. The course or 
instruction in Mathematics, which had been given during the 
two preceding Sessions, was not repeated, on account of the 
small number of Students who presented themselves. 

'There was no Summer Session. The attendance at the 
Botany class of the previous year had not been such as to 
encourage its repetition ; and the Professor of Natural History 
was unable to comply with the request of the Association that 
he would give a course of Lectures on Zoology. 

' The following table shows the attendance at the classes, 
since their commencement : — 
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Classes. 


1867-68 


1868-69 


1869-70 


1870-71 

84 
70 
49 
17 

• • • 


1871-72 


English Literature, ... 
Experimental Physics, - - 
Logic & Mental Philosophy, 

Mathematics, 

Moral Philosophy, ... 

TotAl, 


265 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 


129 

141 

65 

• • • 

• • • 


141 
72 
44 
35 

• • • 


64 
43 
52 

• • • 

45 


265 


335 


292 


220 


204 



* Although from these figures it appears that in last Session 
there still was a falling off in the total number of Students, 
this need not be felt as discouraging. A further decrease is 
only what was anticipated ; and, at the same time, the trifling 
extent of the decrease, as compared with that of either 
1869-70 or 1870-71, gives reason now to hope that the mini- 
mum has been approached, and that the number of Students, 
however it may fluctuate, will not permanently fall below 
what is essential to the efficient maintenance of the classes. 
An examination of the details of last winter's attendance con- 
firms this favourable impression. The class of Logic and 
Mental Philosopliy was larger than in either of the two 
preceding Sessions, and, reckoning its members along with 
those of the Moral Philosophy class, we find that no fewer 
than ninety-seven ladies were engaged in the study of 
Philosophy. Again, the falling off which took place in the 
number of Students of Physical Science was in great measure 
due to accidental causes. It was found impracticable to open 
more than one class in this department j and to that class, as 
the lectures were a repetition of the first part of a course which 
had been delivered continuously during the three preceding 
Sessions, former Students found it unnecessary to return. 
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Hence, many of those especially interested in Physical Science 
were absent from our class-rooms, because they found no 
•opportunity of pursuing their favourite studies. 

* We can only express unqualified regret that there were no 
Students of Mathematics last winter, and a hope that the tem- 
porary discontinuance of the class may lead to its being recom- 
menced with fresh vigour. 

*The Professors' reports of the classes last Session are 
satisfactory, not only as containing evidence of the excellent 
quality of the work done, but still more as showing an 
increase in the proportion of working students. 

'The classes proposed for the approaching Session are 
English Literature, Logic and Mental Philosophy, Moral 
Philosophy, Mathematics, Geology, and Latin. The list is 
a longer one than in any former year, including two new 
classes — those of Latin and Geology — which Professors Sellar 
and Geikie have kindly imdertaken to conduct, should a 
sufficient number of Students present themselves. This 
addition to the means of instruction ofiered to ladies will, 
we trust, meet with due appreciation. The Latin class 
in particular, is of the highest importance, as supplying a kind 
of training without which no scheme of higher education, can 
be complete. 

'Some of Professor Calderwood's Students of last Session, 
having expressed a wish that he would carry his instructions 
into the higher departments of Moral Philosophy, he has most 
kindly offered to give, next winter, in addition to the lectures 
addressed to his class of beginners, a separate course adapted 
to more advanced Students. This offer has been gratefully 
accepted. 

' The classes have lately received a valuable auxiliary in the 
system of '' Certificates for Women in Literature, Philosophy 
and Science," which, in reply to a petition from the Associa- 
tion on the subject, has been instituted by the University 
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of EdinburgL Candidates for these Certificates are required 
ix) undergo examination in at least three subjects studied by 
them in the classes of the Association, i We have long felt 
the need of some means of testing and certifying the acquire- 
ments of Students, and now have to express our thanks to the 
Senatus for the favourable consideration given to our wishes. 

' It is to be hoped that candidates for these Certificates will 
not be slow to come forward. In view of the latitude allowed 
in this respect by the University scheme, we would urge on 
aU the importance of selecting wisely the subjects which 
they take up for examination. "We would also express a 
hope that many will try for and win the Honour-Certificates 
which are to attest special proficiency in some one subject, 
^and that, while the minimum number of subjects is three, 
some will be found at once disregarding this limitation, and 
proving their right to do so. 

*The value of the certificates necessarily depends on the 
standard according to which the proficiency attested by them 
is estimated. We take it for granted that by University 
examiners the standard of attainment required for the Degree 
of M.A. will, if possible, be adhered to. In some subjects, 
the disadvantages under which our Students labour may 
make this, at present, not practicable. But even in these 
we can only reluctantly accept for our Students a lower 
standard than that which is required for Graduation, and 
any such arrangement, we trust, may be regarded merely 
as temporary. 

* This subject naturally suggests the consideration of means 
by which the efficiency of the classes may be increased. In 
certain kinds of study — those, namely, which require not only 
that knowledge be imparted, but that the pupils' minds be sub- 
jected to a lengthened process of drilling — the amount of 

1 For the Regulations, as given in the University Calendar see the 
Appendix, p. 222. 
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imwhuig iiuit can be giren In fartj lectmes is obfrioosl 7 
msdequate. Hence it aeems deainUe thaty in some at least 
of the daaMS, the lectures of tlie Profeaaor should be supple- 
mented bj tutorial instroctioDS, adapted to the ieq[inrementB of 
indxridiial Students. Meanwhile, the want of this maj to 
some extent be supplied by the Yoluntarj mutual help of the 
Stodents themselves. The experiment of amateur ^ coaching ** 
was ^ied last winter in connexion with more than one dass^ 
and was found to work welL One ladj, wiUi utmost zeal and 
energy, gave instructions in the elements of Greometrj and 
Algebra to as many as would come to her, in order to prepare 
them for joining the Mathematical class next winter. 

* Further, with reference to the increased efficiency of the 
classes, we cannot refrain from suggesting the importance 
of Students being prepared, by a course of preliminary train- 
ing, to reap the full advantage of advanced instruction. It is 
vain to expect that Students will attain to any real proficiency 
either in the Classical Languages or in Mathematics, unless 
their training in begun in the Schoolroom. 

* At the end of last session eight prizes, in addition to those 
offered by the Association, were kindly given in different 
classes by three individual members. 

'It was stated in the last Report that six bursary tickets 
for the Classes of Logic and Mathematics, to be competed 
for in October 1871, had been placed at the disposal of the 
Executive Committee, but that for these no candidates had 
appeai*ed. This year it was thought best to advertise that 
these tickets would be given by the Executive Committee, 
without competition or restriction to any particular classes, 
but with a preference for applicants teaching or intending 
to teach. Applications were at once received from ladies 
engaged as governesses. It thus appears that it was the 
conditions attached to the offer last year that prevented its 
being taken advantage of. The number of applications has 



FIFTH ANNUAL EEPOET. 219 

exceeded six ; but through the kindness of several ladies 
the Committee has l)een enabled to give as many tickets as 
have been asked for. 

*The Executive Committee has this year had to lament 
the death of an active and valued member, Miss Dick Lauder. 
The deep regret caused to the members of the Association 
by this melancholy event, has been already expressed. It 
was unanimously agreed, at the meeting of the 10th April, 
that the place in the Executive Committee thus left vacant, 
should be filled 'by Mrs Crudelius, who, since her temporaiy 
retirement from the office of Secretary, had sat in that Com- 
mittee merely as an honorary member, without a vote. 

*"We are glad to be able to add that Mrs Crudelius' health 
is now sufficiently restored to allow of her resuming her work 
as Secretaiy. All the members will join with us in the 
hope that she may be able to perform the duties of the office 
with ease to herself, as it will assuredly be with advantage to 
the Association. 

* By order of the Committee, 

'ELIZABETH HAMILTON. 

'ANNE DUNDAS. 

* Secretaries, pro tern J 



^APPENDIX. 

* PROFESSOR MASSON^S REPORT OF THE CLASS 
OF ENGLISH LITERATURE (1871-72). 

* My Class last Session consisted of sixty-four Students. Of 
these, twenty merely attended the Lectures; but forty-four 
took part in the work of the Class, attending' the Examina- 
tions, and giving in essays. This proportion of working S tudents 
is, I believe, an increase above that exhibited in previous 
Sessions ; and it is worth noting also that an unusually large 
number of the working Students worked steadily, either 



220 MKS CRUDELIUS. 

attending all the Examinations and giving in both the pre- 
scribed Essays, or falling little short of that completeness. 
At the end of the Session prizes were awarded to five Ladies ; 
nine others took certificates of the First Class ; certificates of 
the Second Class were awarded to eight ladies; and certifi- 
cates of the Third Class to eleven. After my experience in 
this Session, the fifth in which I have conducted a class 
for the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association, I may 
be permitted to express not only my continued satisfaction 
with results in my own department, but also my hope that 
the Regulations recently passed by the University for granting 
University Certificates to Students of the Association, after 
due Examination, may strengthen the Association in all the 
departments of study, and increase its usefulness. 

'DAVID MASSON. 
' Oct. 14, 1872.' 

' PROFESSOR TAIT^S REPORT OF THE CLASS OF 
EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS (1871-72). 

'There were forty-three Students in the Class of Experi- 
mental Physics. As this was the fourth Session the sub- 
jects treated of, were those of the first Session ; and several 
of the Students, having attended in 1868-9, were on that 
account not admitted to Examination. Others failed to obtain 
a place by having been present at one of the Examinations 
only. It is highly creditable to the Class that, in spite of 
these difficulties, considerably more than half of the whole 

received First or Second Class Certificates. 

<P. G. TAIT.' 

•PHOFESSOU ERASER'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 
OF LOGIC AND MENTAL PHILOSOPHY (1871-72). 

'The Class this Session was, I think, the most successful 
and in every way satis£sictory of any I have hitherto conducted 
in connexion with the Association. 
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* The coarse this year was the last of a series of four. The 
Lectures included some of the more difficult questions in 
Mental Philosophy, in the form of a critical analysis of certain 
modem metaphysical systems. The Class consisted of fifty- 
two students, being three more than last Session, while last 
Session showed an advance of five over the preceding one. 
Of the fifty-two members of the Class, twenty-two had attended 
in one, two, or all of the preceding courses ; thirty were Junior 
Students, who joined the class for the first time. 

^ Although the course was chiefly meant for Senior Students, 
no former one has, I think, so interested or so much engaged 
the energy of the junior members of the Class. This is, I 
believe, in a great degree to be attributed to the kindness of 
some of the advanced Students who met the others at extra 
hours throughout the Session, for the purpose of assisting their 
studies. This in fact was a distinctive feature of the Session, 
which gave valuable illustration of the mutual advantage which 
might result from such intercourse between the senior and 
junior members in a Class of Philosophy. 

'More than forty Students shared in the written examina- 
tions and other exercises of the Session, and some of the papers 
given in, on difficult Psychological or Metaphysical questions,^ 
were among the best I have ever received. 

'A. C. FRASER' 

'PROFESSOR CALDERWOOD'S REPORT OF THE 
CLASS OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY (1871-72). 

* The Class numbered forty-five Students, of whom twenty- 
one took part in the work prescribed. 

'In addition to brief oral examination at each meeting of 
the Class, there were written examinations in January, Feb- 
ruary, and March. Two short exercises were prescribed, one 
for December, and another for February; and an essay on 
"The Moral Faculty" was required before the close of the= 
Session. 
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*The success achieved by those who undertook the Class- 
work was peculiarly gratifying. The total marks attainable 
were 450 ; and of these, upwards of 390 were gained by three 
members of the Class, who obtained the prizes given by the 
Association ; and upwards of 380 by other two Students. In 
all fourteen members of the Class were found to be entitled 
to First Class certificates. 

* Tested by the written examinations, and by the long Essay, 

I consider the work of the Session deserving of high praise, 

both for appreciation of the subject, and for independence of 

thought. 

' H. CALDERWOOD, Profesaor. 
'8th April, ISr 2.' 

^ REGULATIONS FOR UNIVERSITY CERTIFICATES 
FOR WOMEN, IN LITERATURE, PHILOSOPHY, 
AND SCIENCE. 

From the University Calendar, 1872-73. 

* I. Candidates for the above Certificates must have studied 
in the Classes of the Edinburgh Ladies* Educational Associa- 
tion, and must also have passed either (a) the University Local 
Examinations, or (b) a Preliminary University Examination. 

* II. The University Preliminary Examination for the above 
purpose will consist of the following subjects : — 1. English — 
Grammar and Composition. 2. Languages — either (a) Latin ; 
(6) French (advanced) ; or (c) German (advanced). 3. 
Arithmetic — including Proportion and Vulgar and Decimal 
Fractions. 4. Either (a) Geometry, the first book of Euclid, 
and Algebra to simple Equations inclusively; or (6) General 
Information in Physical and Political Geography and History, 
especially the History of the British Islands. 

'III. Candidates who have attended at least three of the 
Classes sanctioned by the Association and approved by the 
Senatus Academicus, may, if they have passed the University 
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Xocal Examinations or the Preliminary University Examina- 
tion abovementioned, present themselves for Examination in 
the subjects taught in the said Glasses, and on passing in not 
less than three subjects will receive a certificate of Proficiency 
in them. 

* IV. The classes at present sanctioned and approved are the 
vfoUowing; — English Language and Literature, Logic and 
Mental Philosophy, Moral Philosophy, Experimental Physics, 
Mathematics, Botany, Geology, and Latin. Other Classes may 
'hereafter be added by arrangement between the Association 
and the Senatus Academicus. 

* V. The University Certificates for women will be of two 
grades — Pass Certificates and Honour Certificates. 

• 

*VL Honour Certificates will be awarded to those who, 
having passed a satisfactory Examination in at least three 
subjects, have exhibited high proficiency, to be tested by a 
Special Examination for Honours, in one of these subjects, 
selected by the Candidate. 

* VII. Candidates for the Preliminary Examination in each 
year should send in their names and addresses to the Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts on or before the 1 5th October. 

* VIII. Candidates for Certificates in Literature, Philosophy, 

or Science, should send in their names and addresses and the 

subjects in which they wish to be examined, to the Dean of the 

Faculty of Arts, together with proofs of qualification, on or 

before the 15th October in each year. 

. * IX. The fee for the Preliminary Examination will be one 
^inea, for the Certificate Examinations, two guineas, to be 
paid to the University. 

« A C. ERASER, Deem of the Faculty of Arts. 

* March 1S72: 
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CHAPTER XVL 

SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Sixth Report of the Association was written 
and read by Mrs Crudelius amidst general hope 
that her health was permanently re-established and 
that many years of usefulness were before her. It 
is the last to which her name is appended. 

The list of office-bearers of the Association shows 
the change of Mrs Kunz for Miss Blyth (con- 
sequent on Miss Blyth's election to the first 
School Board) as one of the two Vice-Presidents^ 
and the addition of Miss Du Plessis to the 
Executive Committee. 

^REPORT. 
(For the Year ending October 1873). 

*The winter session of 1872-73 was opened by an address 
delivered in the Queen Street Hall, on the 5th November 
1872, by Sir Alexander Grant, Bart., D.C.L., Principal of the 
University of Edinburgh. This marked the connexion 
between the University and the Association, which had already 
been formed by the institution of University Certificates for 
studepts of the latter. 

* During the session, classes were held in six subjects, viz. : 
—English Literature, Logic and Mental Philosophy, Mathe- 
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mafcics, Moral Philosophy, Geology, and Latin. In Moral 
Philosophy, Professor Calderwood had also a separate senior 
class. There was an increase of fifteen upon the total attend- 
ance of last year, according to the following table : — 



Classes. 



English Literature, - - - 
Experimental Physics, - - 
Logic & Mental Philosophy, 

Mathematics, 

Moral Philosophy, - - . - 

Geology, 

Latin, 



Total, 



1867-«8. 


1868^9. 


1869-70. 


1870-71. 


1871-72. 


1S72-73. 


265 


129 


141 


84 


64 


55 


• • • 


141 


72 


70 


43 


• • • 




65 


44 


49 


52 


85 


• ■ • 


■ • • 


35 


17 


• • • 


17 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


45 


30 


■ • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


64 


• • • 


• • • 


« • • 


• • • 


• • • 


13 


265 


335 


292 


220 


204 


219 



'Classes in Botany were held in the summers of 1871 and 
1872, numbering respectively 28 and 19 students. 

*The classes arranged for the session 1873-74 are English 
Literature, Moral Philosophy, Mathematics, Geology, Chemistry, 
Biblical Criticism, and a junior Latin class, to be conducted by 
Mr Strathairn, Professor Sellar*s University assistant. 

* The Class of Biblical Criticism, which is not included in the 
Arts Faculty, is the result of a requisition from fifty-five ladies 
to the Association, that Professor Charteris should be asked to 
conduct such a class. By the rules of the Association a 
similar requisition will be required for its repetition. 

'Professor Eraser is unable to give his course of Logic 

and Mental Philosophy this winter, but hopes to resume it in 

1874r-75. The junior Latin class was arranged for, because 

Professor Sellar cannot lecture to the Association students 

p 
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oftener than every second year. Now that the University 
Certificate Examinations occur twice in each year, much in< 
convenience is apt to be caused to students by the classes not 
being carried on regularly every session. This has already 
been felt by students wishing to go up for Certificates, and as 
their number increases, it will be necessary to devise some 
arrangement by which a constant supply can be provided, of 
authorized University teaching, in the subjects sanctioned by 
the Senatus Academicus as qualifying for University Certifi- 
cates. The junior L^tin class referred to will, by special per- 
mission from the Senatus Academicus, count this year as such 
a qualifying class equally with that conducted by Professor 
Sellar last year. If it be found possible to maintain an annual 
junior and a biennial senior class in Latin, Professor Sellar 
will be enabled to make his examination equal to that required 
for the M.A. degree.^ It must be clear that no lower 
standard is consistent with the professed aim of the 
Association, and that consequently no lower can be accepted. 

* The abstract of accounts shows that the Association is still 
paying its expenses, but the balance necessarily decreases each 
year, as fresh classes are added without a proportionate 
increase of the number of students. The Committee have 
concluded to start an Endowment Fund, for the purpose of 
securing permanent class accommodation, and of providing 
bursaries for students who intend to make teaching their 
profession. Nearly .£600 has been collected and invested by 
Miss Houldsworth, to found a bursary of £30 a year. At the 
wish of the donors, this bursary has been left at the disposal of 
the Executive Committee, who have decided to give it by 
selection to the most suitable candidate recommended to their 
notice. The candidate receiving it will hold it for two years, 
and must undertake to go up for the University Certificate. 
These arrangements are to be considered only as an 

I See Professor SelWa Report, page 233. 
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experiment. Rules for the future bestowal of the bursary 
will be framed before it falls vacant again. In addition, over 
X400 has been received or promised towards the General 
Endowment Fund, including a legacy of j£200 from Mrs 
Coventry, a keenly interested member, and zealous student, 
whose death caused sincere sorrow to the members of the 
Association. 

*In January of this year the Committee decided to 
memorialize the Endowed Schools Commissioners, on behalf 
of the Association, showing reason why, in the opinion of 
the Committee, the Association should receive some share in 
the Educational endowments which are being re-adjusted and 
re -distributed. The Memorial was favourably received. It 
will be found, with copies of other papers relating to 
Association business, in the Appendix. 

' The Committee have to regret the loss of one of their Vice- 
Presidents, Miss BIyth, who resigned office on her election to 
The Edinburgh School Board. Madame Kunz was unani- 
mously chosen as her successor, in accordance with Rule Ist. 

*In addition to the loss of Mrs Coventry, the Association 
has to lament the deaths of two other active and interested 
members and students, Mrs Inglis and Miss Bail don, and 
wishes here to record the appreciation in which these three 
were held by all who knew them. 

* By order of the Committee, 

*MARY CRUDELTUS. 

* Honorary Secretary. 

' Note, — During the unavoidable delay which has occurred in the 
printing of the Report, the Committee have, through the kindness 
of Profefisor Wilson, received the following information, with per- 
mission to make it further known. 

*The Rev. G. F. Browne, Secretary to the Cambridge Local 
Examinations, writes to Professor Wilson, Secretai-y to tiic iSenatus 
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^APPENDIX A. 

* PROFESSOR MASSON'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 
OF ENGLISH LITERATURE (1872-73). 

* The number of students in the class, of Euglisli Literature 
in the Edinburgh Ladies* Educational Association for the 
session 1872-73 was fifty-five. The course of lectures was one 
on Style and the Principles of Literature in each of its leading 
kinds, with special lectures at the close on the early history of 
the English Language, and on the Literature as far as Chaucer. 
Tlie attendance was good, and well kept up. There were three 
regular examinations of the class, by means of printed papers of 
questions on the lectures; two subjects were prescribed for 
Euglish essays, to be written at home ; and there were other 
incidental -exercises. It was a feature of the session that a 
larger proportion of the class took part in these examinations 
atid exercises than in any previous session. As many as forty- 
seven took part, more or less ; and most of these very steadily. 
The results on the whole were satisfactory — the best students 
coming up, as in previous sessions, to a very high mark, and 
a visible improvement taking place in others as the work 

Academicus of Edinburgh, in reference to the Cambridge Higher 
ExaminatioDs for women, as follows : 

* It is very interesting to see the progress that is being made on 
all sides. Several ladies engaged in teaching have trebled their 
salaries since receimng our certificates,^ 

* Professor MaRson testifies to similar results from the Edinburgh 
Local Examinations. The Committee hope that these proofs of 
the combined industrial and educational advantages to be obtained 
by passing certificate examinations will induce many to attempt 
them. The profession of teaching as followed by women would 
benefit in every way, no less than the individual ladies who gain 
such certificates of their ability and industry.' 
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proceeded ; but in a portiou of the class there was a deficiency 
of that previous training in English and general literary- 
knowledge which might have been expected, and which this 
class of the Association ought to presuppose. 

'DAVID MASSON, Professor. 

* October U, 1873: 

'PROFESSOR ERASER'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 
OF LOGIC AND MENTAL PHILOSOPHY (1872^73). 

* The class of Logic and Metaphysics in session 1872-73 was 
in every respect most satisfactory. It consisted of thirty-four 
students, and of these even a larger proportion than in former 
years shared in the examinations and other exercises, and 
showed good proficiency. 

'A. C. FRASER, Professor. 
'September 2i,lS7 3: 

' PROFESSOR CALDERWOOD'S REPORT OF THE 
CLASS OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY (1872-73). 

'During the session twenty- nine students attended, oi 
whom eighteen were members of the senior class, and 
eleven of the junior. In both classes the work prescribed 
was undertaken by nearly all the students. 

*In the junior class, the course of study was the same 
as that pursued in the session pi'eceding, embracing tlie 
fundamental questions in the Psychology of Ethics. The 
students freely availed themselves of the opportunity of 
discussing diflGLculties, and made very marked progress. 
The essays and examination papers were written with great 
care, and gained a high average, the papers which attained 
the highest marks discovering great ability. 

* The senior class was engaged for a considerable part 
of the session with the higher Metaphysical questions* he- 
longing to Moral Philosophy, and afterwards with the 
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history of Moral Philosophy. The interest of the previous 
year was sustained throughout, and gave clear evidence of 
the possibility of maintaining a senior class. Many of 
the essays written in course of the session were of very 
great merit. 

*The only disadvantage calling for remark was connected 
with the entrance of students in the senior class, who had 
not taken the junior course. For those who wish a.sin^e 
session, or who desire to go on to the advanced subjects, 
the preliminary course is essential. 

'H. CALDERWOOD, Professor: 

'PROFESSOR KELLAND'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 

OF MATHEMATICS (1872-73). 

*The number enrolled in the class was seventeen, the 
same number precisely as in the previous session, 1870-71. 
Twelve only of these seventeen attended regularly through- 
out the session. Ten of these gave in the weekly exercises 
with great regularity. The statistics of the three written 
examinations will probably afford the best criterion of the 
advance of the class. 

* First Hxaminationy in December. — Subjects : First Book 
of Euclid, Algebra, Elementary rules. Eleven attended, the 
average marking being fifty-two per cent, of full marks on 
the whole paper. 

'Second FxamincUion, in Febrwvry, — Subjects: Second and 
Third Books of Euclid, Algebra to simple Equations. Eleven 
attended, the average marking being fifty-four per cent 

* Third Exami/ruition, in Ma/rch. — Subjects : Sixth Book of 
Euclid, Algebra, including Quadratic Equations and Progres- 
sions, and Trigonometry. Nine attended — the average 
marking being sixty-four per cent, of fidl marks. 

'Everything was satisfactory about the class — numbers 
only excepted. ' PHILIP KELLAND, Professor. 

' September II, 1873.' 
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* PROFESSOR GEIKIE'S REPORT OF THE CLASS 

OF GEOLOGY (1872-73). 

*The work of the class was threefold: — 1. A systematic 
course of lectures on the Principles of Geology ; 2. Written 
examinations upon "the lectures ; 3. Excursions to places 
of Geological interest near Edinburgh. The number of 
students was sixty-four. Of these, forty-one took part in 
the written examinations, and at the end of the session 
it was found that prizes were gained by four ladies, first 
class certificates by seven, second class certificates by nine, 
and third class certificates by nine. 

^The excursions formed a most enjoyable as well as useful 
feature in our programme. They served to illustrate the 
subjects of the lectures in a way which lectures alone can 
never accomplish. At the same time, fostering a friendly 
intercourse among the students, they permitted me to hear, in 
a pleasant informal way, the difficulties and questions which 
the work of the lecture-room suggested, and to point out in 
many cases the ready answers which lay open among the 
rocks before us. The amount of practical knowledge of 
the sciencJB thus acquired was great, and the papers of 
several of the students stood in a high order of merit. Some 
time after the close of the session, a summer excursion 
was successfully accomplished by a portion of the class — to the 
high grounds of Loch Skene, in Dumfriesshire, with the view 
of making acquaintance with glacier phenomena and with some 
of the ways in which lakes and valleys have been formed. 

* ARCHIBALD GEIKIE, Professor: 

' PROFESSOR SELLAR^S REPORT OF THE CLASS 

OF LATIN (1872-73). 

' A class for Latin was established for the first time during 
the late session. The number of students enrolled was 
eighteen, and of these two ceased to attend before the session 
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ended. A preliminary examination was held before the 
session commenced, with the view of ascertaining the 
amount of knowledge of the subject already possessed by 
those who wished to attend the class. The mode in which 
the class was conducted required a considerable amount 
of work to be done at home by the students, in the way 
of writing exercises, and preparing themselves on the books 
read in the class, and on additional subjects prescribed for 
written examinations. The greater part of the exercises 
in Smith's Principia Latina, Part IV., were written, and 
towards the end of the session, a few exercises of trans- 
lation from English into Latin prose were done by part 
of the class. The sixth book of the -^neid and a few of 
the letters of Cicero were read by the whole class. The 
first Georgic, and the speech of Cicero "pro Archia poeta" 
were prepared for special examination by a part of it. A 
few lectures were delivered on subjects connected with 
Latin Literature. 

*I was extremely well satisfied with the progress made 
during the session. I may say that all the students, without 
exception, give sufficient proof of diligence and interest in the 
subject, though there were, as might have been expected, 
considerable differences among them in the amount both of 
previous attainment and subsequent improvement. While all 
appeared to me to work well, I think it due to a few to 
mention that they showed, in addition to remarkable industry, 
great intelligence and aptitude for the study. This appeared 
in the accuracy with which the exercises were done, the 
appreciation of the relations of Latin to other languages, and 
especially in the style of translating from Cicero and Yirgil 
into English. In this last respect I considered the best of the 
lady students as superior to the great majority of even the 
more advanced scholars who enter the senior Humanity class 
in the University. The style of translation showed not only a 
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readier command of Eaglish but a finer appreciation of the 
spirit and feeling of the author read. 

* With a view to put the study of Latin on the same level in 
connexion with the Ladies' Educational Association, as it is in 
the University, I recommended that there should be both a 
senior and a junior Latin class, — ^the former to be taught every 
alternate year by the Professor, the latter to be taught every 
year either by the Professor or his assistant. 

'The senior class would be composed of those who had 
attended the junior in either of t)ie preceding sessions, and who 
might wish to qualify themselves for an examination in Latin 
equivalent to the Examination for the M.A. degree in the 
University. The object of the junior class would be to impart 
that thorough grammatical accuracy, in which ladies who 
begin the study somewhat later than is usual- with boys are 
frequently deficient: and of the senior to impart a greater 
knowledge and truer appreciation of Roman literature than 
can be gained by attendance in the class for one session. This 
recommendation has been so far acted upon that there is 
during the current session a junior class taught by my 
assistant, Mr Strathaim, on exactly the same system as the class 
taught by myself last session. W. Y. SELLAR, Professor,^ 

* ORDINARY CERTIFICATES. 
*In accordance with the Regulations for University Cer- 
tificates for Women, in Literature, Philosophy, and Science, 
the following days, and order of Subjects, are fixed for 
Examinations for Ordinary Certificates, viz. : Tuesday 
the 28th, Wednesday the 29th, Thursday the 30th, and 
Friday the 31st of October, 1873, in the following order : — 

'Tuesday, October 2S, . . Latin (9-12); Botany (1-4). 

* Wednesday, October 29, . , Logic and Metaphysics (9-12); 

Mathematics (1-4). 

See for General Regulations for University Certificates for Women, 
pages 222, 223. 
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'Thursday, October ^0, . . Moral Philosophy (9-12); 

Geology (1-4). 
Friday y October 31, . . Experimental Physics (9-12) ; 

English Literature (1-4). 

* Monday, April 13th, 1874, and the three following days, 
are also appointed for Examinations to be conducted in a 
similar order. 

* All who have attended at least three Classes in connexion 
with the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association may 
present themselves for examination in the corresponding 
Subjects in October 1873, after which date Candidates for 
Certificates, before they proceed to the final Examinations, 
must have previously undergone the Preliminary Examina- 
tions referred to in Regulations I. and 11. , imless they 
shall have passed the University Local Examinations. 

*The heads of Examination in October, 1873, and in 
April, 1874, shall be as follows : — 

* Za^m.— VirgH, iEneid, YIL, VIIL ; Horace, Odes, Book 
IL (omitting Odes 5 and 11); Cicero, De Offidis, I. A short 
English passage will be set for translation into Latin, and 
questions will be asked in Eoman History and Literature. 

' Mathematics. — First Six Books of Euclid, and Algebra to 
Quadratic Equations. 

'Logic and Metaphysics. — ^The Class Lectures of any one 
Session — Jevons' Elementary Lessons in Logic. 

'Moral Philosophy. — The Class Lectures — Butler's Sermons ; 
Handbook of Moral Philosophy, by Professor Calderwood. 

'English Literature. — (a.) The Lectures of the Course 
attended. (6.) English Composition, (c.) History of the 
English Language. Books recommended — Rarle's Philology of 
the English Tongue (Introductory Historic Sketch ; and Marsh's 
Lectures (Dr W. Smith's edition), (d.) History of English 
Literature from 1580 to 1625. Books recommended in 
addition to readings in the chief authors of the period : — 
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Craik's Manual of English Literature; and portions of 
Hallam's Literature of Europe that relate to English writers 
of the period, {e,) Special Headings: — Chaucer's Prologue to 
the Gam,terhury Tales (Clturendon Press Series) ; Milton's 
Comus ; Dr. Johnson's Life of Milton, {Life of the Poets) ; 
Carljle's Essays on Bums and Scott, 

* Experimental Physics, — The Lectures of any one Session — 
Balfour Stewart's Elementary Physics. 

* Geology, — ^The Class Lectures — Juke's School Text-Book of 
Geology, 

* Botany, — Description of the various parts of plants and 
their functions; Natural System of Classification, including 
classes, sub-classes, sections, and orders, as given in Balfour's 
Elements of Botany,* 

'HONOUR CERTIFICATES.! 

'Monday, the 20th April, 1874, and following days, are 
appointed for Examinations for Honour Certificates, when 
any who have passed the Ordinary Examinations in at least 
three Subjects may present themselves. Candidates may 
select, as the Subject of an Honour Examination, any one 
of the three subjects in which they have passed. (See 
Regulation VI.) 

' The heads of Examination shall be as follows : — 
' Latin, — The Georgics of Virgil ; the Epistles of Horace, 
including the Ars Poetica; Livy, from XXL to XXV. in- 
clusive, or Tacitus, Annals, I. II. III. Latin Prose Com- 
position. Passages may be set for translation into English 
from authors not prescribed. Questions on Roman History 
and Literature. 

* Mathema^tics, — The advanced portions of the Elements of 
Algebra, Trigonometry, and Conic Sections ; Newton's 
Prindpia, Sect. I. 

^ No additional fee is required for an Honour Certificate. 
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* Logic and Metaphysics, — ( a. ) The subjects discussed 
ii£, the Class Lectures of three preceding Sessions, or the 
History of Philosophy from Bacon to Kant inclusively. (6.) 
Hamilton's Lectures on Logic smd' Metaphysics, (c.) Fowler's 
Iruhictivs Logic. (d.) The Philosophy of Berkeley in his 
Principles of Hwmom Knowledge^ DialogtLes^ Theory of 
Vision, and other philosophical writings. (Clarendon Press 
Edition). 

* Moral Philosophy. — {a.) The following Dialogues of Plato : — 
Gorgias, Meno, Phaedo, and Philebus. (Jowett's translation 
recommended.) (6.) Kant's Metaphysic of Ethics, (c.) Mill's 
Utilito/rianism. (d.) Mackintosh's Dissertation on the Progress 
^f Ethical Philosophy. 

* English Literatti/re. — (a.) History and Structure of the 
English Language. Books recommended : — Morris' Historical 
Outlvnes of English Accidence^ and Abbot's JShaJcespearean 
6ramma/r. (b.) History of English Literature from 1789 to 
1832. Books recommended, in addition to readings in the 
chief authors of the period: — Craik's larger work, entitled 
History of English Literatva-e, and Book IV. of Taine's History 
of English Litera^v/re. (c.) Special Headings : — The Vision of 

William concerning Piers the Plowman (Clarendon Press 
Series); Spenser's Faery Queene, Book L (Clarendon Press 
Series); Bacon's Advancement of Learning (Clarendon Press 
Edition) ; Shakespeare's Macbeth (Clarendon Press Series) ; 
Dr Johnson's Lives of Dryden and Pope, (d.) English Com- 
position. 

* Experimental Physics, — ^A general knowledge of the subject, 
such as may be acquired from Stewart's Elementa/ry Physics, 
or from Lectures of the Three Year Course. In addition, 
Maxwell's Heat, and the two first chapters of Thomson and 
Tait*s Elements of Natural Philosophy. 

* G^logy. — Jukes' Student* s Manual of Geology ; third 
edition (exclusive of Chapters IL and III.); Lyell's Prvn- 
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oiples of Geology; Playfair's lUustrationa of the Huttoman 
Theory, 

* Botany, — Vegetable Morphology and Physiology ; (see 
Balfour^s GUmS'BooIc, or his Mamwl of Botany). Botanical 
Characters to be demonstrated on conspicuous specimens of the 
following Natural Orders : — Ranunculaceae, Papaveraceae, 
CrucifersB, Caryophyllaceae, Malvaceae, Leguminosae. Kosaceae, 
Onagraceae, iTmbelliferae, Dipsacaceae, Compositae, Boraginaeeae, 
Labiatae, Scrophulariaceae, Primulaceae, Euphorbiaceae, Amen- 
tiferae, Coniferae, Orchidaceae, Ajnaryllidaceae, LiliaceaB, Palmae, 
Filices. The Candidate wll be examined practically on the 
Microscopical Structure of Plants, and she will be required 
to describe the various parts of fresh plants put into her 
hands. 

* Candidates who propose to present themselves at the 
Ordinary Examinations in October must intimate their names 
and addresses to the " Dean of the Faculty of Arts, University 
of Edinburgh," before the 15th of October ) and at the Ordinary 
or Honour Examinations in April, 1874, before the 20th of 
March — specifying the Subjects in which they offer themselves, 
and also the Classes which they have attended, with the 
Sessions in which they have done so, 

* The Examiners in each Subject, for Ordinary and Honoifr 
Certificates, shall be the Professors who have taught or 
lectured on that Subject to the students attending the classes 
of the Association, along with an extraneous Examiner in 
each Department, nominated by the Association, and sanctioned 
by the Senatus. The fees paid by the Candidates for Examina- 
tion shall be availiable for the remuneration of the extraneous 
Examiners. 

'A. C. ERASER, 

* Deem of the Faculty of Arts, 

* February 1873 ' 
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'EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS AND THE 
EDUCATION OF WOMEN. 

* The following memorial has been presented to the Endowed 
Schools Commissioners : — 

* The Memorial of the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Associa. 

tion to the Honourable the Royal Commissioners 
appointed to inquire into the Educational Endowments of 
Scotland, 

* Humbly Sheweth, — 

*L That in the inquiry into and consideration of the 
educational endowments of Scotland, and the re-adjustment 
thereof, due regard should be had to the increasing need that a 
share of such endowments should be devoted to the education 
of women. 

*II. That this need is proved by the work done in Edin- 
burgh during the last six years by women for themselves, 
through the organization called "The Edinburgh Ladies' 
Educational Association.'' 

*II1. That this Association, founded by women in 1867 for 
the advancement of the higher education of their own sex, 
took the University of Edinburgh (in particular the Faculty of 
Arts) as a model, and incorporation with or affiliation to it 
as the ultimate aim. That, through the co-operation of 
several of the University Professoi-s, classes conducted by 
them have been carried on through two summers and five 
winter sessions, and are now meeting for the sixth winter 
session. That these classes consist at present of courses 
of forty lectures each, and that the work done is tested 
by written examinations, and by other means identical 
with th<fee used in the University. • That the best of the work 
is stated by the Professors to be quite comparable to the best 
of that done in the University, which shows that women are 
able to profit by the highest instruction that can be obtained. 
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' TV. That the number of tickets taken out by students since 
the beginning of the Association is 1576, of which number 212 
are held by students now attending the sevei*al classes of 
English Literature, under Professor Masson; of Logic and 
Mental Philosophy under Professor Fraser; of Philosophy, 
under Professor Calderwood; of Geology, under Professor 
Greikie; of Mathematics, under Professor Kelland; and of 
Latin, under Professor Sellar. 

* V. That, as the Association is emphatically for the higher 
education of women, au entrance examination is required from 
any student under seventeen years of age. 

* VI. That the University of Edinburgh has recognised 
that the Association supplies a great want, by agreeing to 
grant pass and honour certificates to its students under 
certain regulations, and has incorporated these regulations 
with the University Calendar for the year 1872-73. 

* VII. That the Merchant Company of Edinburgh also 
recognizes the special character of the work, by recommending 
the holders of bursaries in their schools to pursue their studies 
in the classes organized by the Association. 

*VIII. That up to the present time the Association has 
paid its own way, but that urgent need is now felt for money, 
to enable the committee to do three things : — 1st, To build or 
otherwise acquire adequate accommodation ; 2nd, To guarantee 
to the Professors a minimum number of fees, so that they shall 
not lose by conducting such classes as those in Latin, Mathe- 
matics, (be, which are sure to be small, until the secondary 
instruction of girls is improved ; 3rd, To provide bursaries, with 
a special view to the assistance of those successful students who 
intend to make teaching their profession. 

* IX. That, regard being had to the strictly academical 
nature of the work, to the large number of women who have 
attended the classes, and to the connexion of the Association 
with the University, established by University regulations, — 
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the committee of the Association venture to ask that pro^sion 
for* the higher education of women should be kept in view in 
any re-adjustment of existing bequests or foundations which i% 
may please the Eoyal Commissioners to recommend in their 
report to Parliament. 

'And your memorialists will ever pray. 

* Elizabeth Argyll, Fresident, 

* KaTHERINE BUETON, ) j^^. „ ., ^ 

< Phcebe Blyth, } ^^-^restdents. 

* Mary Crudelius, Hon. Secretary, 

'January 24<A, 1873.' 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT AND EIGHTH PROSPECTUS. 

*REPO RT. 

i 

*The Annual Report, hitherto issued in October, appears 
this year some months earlier, and will in future, if possible, 
appear in April. It is also accompanied by the Prospectus of 
next winter's session. These changes have been authorized in 
the belief that to all interested in the classes of the Association, 
information with regard to them will be more valuable when 
thus given all at once and at an earlier date. 

* It is satisfactory to record that last winter the total number 
of students was greater than in any previous session except 
that of 1868-69. A reference to the table of attendance will 
show to what classes this increase was due. Six courses of 
lectures were given during the session. Seven had been 
announced, but the students of Mathematics were too few to 
form a class. This was a source of deep regret, and scarcely 
less so was the fact that the class of Latin numbered only 
nine — exactly half of the small number of students which com- 
posed it in the previous year. 

* The pages which follow contain an account of the results of 

last session, and of the arrangements, so far as it has been 

possible to complete them, for that of next winter. It is hoped 

that to the list of classes may be added one in the department 

of Physical Science. In the winter of 1875-76, Professor 

Blackie has kindly agreed to conduct a class of Greek. This 

class is required in order to make the course of study offered 

Q 
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by the Association completely correspond with the Faculty of 
Arts in the University of Edinburgh. And, as the study of 
Biblical Criticism has stimulated the desire for a knowledge of 
Greek, there is reason to hope thfit, when the time arrives, a 
sufficient number of -students will be found ready to take 
advantage of an academical course of instruction. 

'Three ladies, Miss Carmichael, Miss Mitchell, and Miss 
Masson, have obtained certificates from the University of 
Edinburgh, — ^the required examination having been passed by 
Miss Carmichael, in October 1873 and in April 1874 in five 
subjects (English Literature, Logic and Metaphysics, Moral 
Philosophy, Geology, and Chemistry^; by Miss Mitchell, in 
April of this year, in three (Matliematics, Experimental 
Physics, and English Literature) ; and by Miss Masson, at the 
same time, also in three (Chemistry, Latin, and English 
Literature). 

* The list of donations and subscriptions to the Endowment 
Fund follows the statement of the ordinary income and ex- 
penditure of the Association. The Fund at present amounts to 
£537, 4s. This shows a considerable increase since the date of 
the last Keport, and we would offer most sincere thanks to 
those through whose kind assistance this money has been 
collected. Still the Fund grows but slowly, while the purposes 
for which it is raised are of pressing urgency. These pur- 
poses, it can hardly be needful to repeat, are the supporting of 
smaU but essential classes, the providing of more suitable 
accommodation for the classes, and the founding of bursaries 
for students who wish to prepare for the profession of teaching. 
We trust, on the next occasion, to be able to report that much 
progress has been made towards the attainment of them by 
means of the Endowment Fund. 

'Most of the members of the Association have already 
learned with great regret that the state of Mrs Crudelius' 
health is such as to prevent her at present from fulfilling her 
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duties as Secretary. The General Committee has released her 
in the meantime from her office, and has sanctioned the 
renewal of a former temporary arrangement, by which the 
work may be carried on until, as we trust, Mrs Crudelius is 
able to resume the duties which no one else can perform with 
equal ability and efficiency. 

* elizabeth hamilton. 
*a:nne dundas. 

* Secreta/ries pro temJ 

^Qeneral Table of Attendance in the Classes of the 
Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association. 



Classes. 


1867-68. 


186849 


1869-70. 


1870-71. 


1871-72. 


1872-73. 


1873-74. 


English Literature, . 


265 


129 


141 


84 


64 


55 


78 


Experimental Physics, 


• • • 


141 


72 


70 


43 


• • • 


• • • 


Logic and Mental 
Philosophy, . . . 


• • t 


65 


44 


49 


52 


35 


• • • 


Mathematics, . . . 






35 


17 


• • • 


17 


• • • 


Moral Philosophy, . 


• • • 






• • • 


45 


30 


29 


Geology, .... 


• • • 








• • • 


64 


43 


Latin, 


• • • 






• • « 


• • • 


18 


9 


Chemistry, .... 


« • • 




••« 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


35 


Biblical Criticism, . 
Total, 


• • • 






• • • 


• « • 


• • • 


141 


265 


335 


292 


220 


204 


219 


335 



* SESSION 1873-74. 

' CLASS OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

< In the course of the session three written examinations 
were held, and two subjects for essays were given out. 
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o-SS 


of working 


Certificates Received. 


Prizes Gained. 




Students. 












Ist Class. 


2nd Class. 


3rd Class. 




(50percent. 


(40percent. 


(Under 40 








of marks, 
and 


of marks, 
and 


per cent, of 
marks.) 


fist (80 per 




'20 fully. 




upwards.) 


upwards.) 






2nd (72 per 


78 


61 < 41 more 


40 


13 


12 


15 




cent.) 




( or less. 










6 ^ 3rd t (65per 
















4th » cent.) 
















5th (63 per 












• 


I. cent.) 



* DAVID MASSON, Fro/essor: 

* CLASS OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY 

* In addition to the lectures, part of each hour was devoted 
to oral examination on lecture and handbook. Nearly half 
the students took part in the voluntary oral examinations. 
For a portion of the session, half an hour extra was devoted 
once a week to the text-book, during which almost all the 
class remained. The prescribed work of the session consisted 
of three Written Examinations, two short Essays, and one long 
Essay. The whole work was undertaken with spirit, and 
performed in a manner deserving great praise. 



No. of 
Students 
attending 


Proportion 

of working 

Students. 


Certiflcatei Received. 


Prizes Gained. 


29 


(14 fully. 

25"< 11 more 

V or less. 


19 


Ifit Class. 


2nd Class. 




(70 per cent. 

of marks, and 

upwards.) 

11 


(50 per cent. 

of marks, and 

upwards.) 

8 


4- 


'1st (85*1 per cent.) 
2nd (83*3 percent.) 
3rd (82 -4 per cent.) 

,4th(82*2 per cent) 



HENRY CALDERWOOD, Fro/essor: 
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* CLASS OF BIBLICAL CRITICISM AND BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES. 

* Lectures were delivered on — 

* What the Bible claims to be. 

*The New Testament Apocrypha, — history, claims, and 
characteristics. 

* Manuscripts, Versions, and Critical Editions of the New 
Testament. 

*The English Version of the New Testament, its history, 
merits, and defects. 

* The Unity of Isaiah. 

* There were three written examinations upon the lectures, 
by which the ordinary class prizes were decided. The papers 
given were excellent. 

* Subjects of essays were also given out, and for the essays 
special prizes were awarded. Several of these essays were of 
singular excellence, and almost all of them were highly 
creditable. 

' It was a great pleasure to teach a class so able and willing 
to work. 



No. of 
Students 
attending 


141 



Proportion 

of working 

Students. 



■{ 



46 fully. 

82"^ 36 more 

or less. 



Certificates Received. 



47 



1st Class. I 2nd Class. 



(75percent. (60percent. 



of marks, 

and 
upwards.) 

22 



of marks, 

and 
upwards.) 

25 



Prizes Gained. 



6(forplacejl«*j^2per 

inexamin-< a4.x. /an 

6tn (82 p«i 

cent.) 



ations), 



3 (for essays). 



'A. H. GRAKr^nm, Fro/essorJ 

* CLASS OF LATIN. 

' In the course of the session two written examinations were 
held, Virgil, ^neid II., Cicero, De Senectute, and Be Amicitid, 
I-X., were read carefully, and, in Composition, the whole of 
Principia Latina IV. was gone through. 
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No. of 
Students 
attending 


Proportion of 

Students 

present at 

Examinations 


Certificates Beceived. 


Prize Gained. 


9 


4 


4j 


^1 (marksT=79 percent)^ 

2 (marks=66-6 per cent.) ? 1st 

3 (marks=56 per cent. ) / Class 
^ 4 (marks=62 per cent. ) j 


1 (79 per cent.) 



GEORGE STRATHAIRN.' 



* CLASS OF GEOLOGY. 

' The work of the class w^ conducted in the same manner as 
in the previous session — by lectures, written examinations, 
and field excui-sions. The subject of study differed from that 
of last year, being The Geological History of Britain. 

* During the session excursions were taken to localities in 
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, where fossils were collected, 
and where the nature of the evidence and the methods of 
inquiry in geological history were practically explained, 

'The subjoined Table shows the proportions in which the 
Students shared in the work of the class, and the results of 
the (three) examinations. 



No of 
g^ Students 

attending 


Proportion 
of working 
Students. 


Certificates Received. 


Prizes Gained. 


'21 fully. 

82<11 more 

I or less. 


25 


1st Class. 


2nd Class. 


3rd Class. 




(75percent 
of marks, 

and 
upwards.) 

10 

(Average 

of marks, 

80*9 per 

cent.) 


(60percent. 
of marks 

and 
upwards.) 

5 

(Average 

of marks, 

66 per 

cent.) 


(50 per cent, 
of marks 

and 
upwards.) 

10 

(Average 

of marks, 

61 '4 per 

cent.) 


3 

- 


'1st (92 per 
cent.) 

2nd (88 per 
cent.) 

3rd (86 pei 
cent) 



'ARCHIBALD GEIKIE, Fro/essor.' 
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* CLASS OF CHEMISTRY. 

'There were three written exiiminations. The average 
percentage of marks obtained by those students who attended 
all three examinations is as follows : — 

First. tkcond. Third, 

71 47 55 

The small number of marks obtained in the second examination 
is accounted for by the fact that twenty per cent, of the marks 
in that examination were assigned to questions involving the 
numerical solution of particular problems. These questions 
were not, as a rule, well answered. Want of precision was the 
most notable fault, and of course this tells most in the case of 
questions involving the application of general principles to 
particular cases. The same remarks apply, though to a less 
extent) to the third examination. 



. ® 
QQ 



be 

d 



9 



85 



Proportion 

of working 

Students. 



Certificates Received. 



r 12 fully. 
21 < 9 more 
( or less. 



14 



Ist Class. 



(Between 
78 and 65 



2nd Class. 3rd Class 



(Between 
50 and 43 



(37 percent, 
of marks, 



per cent, of per cent, of and under.) 



marks.) 
6 



marks.) 
4 



Prizes Gained. 



fist (78 per 

cent.) 

2nd (75 per 

cent.) 

. 3rd (69 per 

L cent ) 



*ALEX CRUM BROWN, 
* Professor J 



In this year the plan of printing the report 
in spring, instead of autumn, was adopted, an 
obvious improvement, as informing the public of 
the work which had been done, at the earliest 
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possible period, instead of waiting till nearly half 
a year's delay had diminished the interest in it. 
A still more obvious improvement was the addition 
of the prospectus for the following session, to the 
report of a previous one, thus furnishing students 
and others with all information about the Associa- 
tion in time to allow them to make use of it. The 
prospectus for the eighth session is here added 
as giving some particulars not included in a report. 

'EDINBURGH LADIES' EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 
* 117 George Street, Edinburgh. 
'EIGHTH SESSION 1874-75. 
'The Session will open on Monday, the 16th November, 
and will consist of Six Courses of Study: — One in English 
Literature, conducted by Mr Masson, Professor of Rhetoric 
and English Literature ; one in Mathematics, conducted by 
the Rev. Philip Kelland, Professor of Mathematics ; one in 
Logic and Metaphysics, conducted by Mr Eraser, Professor of 
Logic and Metaphysics; one in Moral Philosophy, conducted 
by the Rev. Henry Calderwood, Professor of Moral Philo- 
sophy; one in Biblical Criticism, conducted by the Rev. Dr 
Charteris, Professor of Biblical Criticism ; and one in Latin, 
conducted by Mr Sellar, Professor of Humanity. 

' The opening Lecture in each course free to Ladies. 

'''Olass op English Literature, . . PROFESSOR MAS30N. 

' This Class will open on Wednesday, ISth November, at half-past 
TvDO o^chck F,1L ; and mil meet every Wednesday and Friday at the 
same hov/r, 

*OuTLiNB OP Study. — The Course will include: — I. The 
Theory of Style and Composition ; II. The Principles of 
Literature in its various kinds (History, Exposition, Poetry, 
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etc.), with examples from English Literature ; III. The 
History of the English Language and of English Literature 
to the time of Chaucer. Besides the Lectures there will be 
practical Exercises in Composition, and Examinations. 

< Class op Mathematics, . . . PROFESSOR KELL AND. 

' This class will open on Ticesdayy 17 th November, at half -past One 
o^clock P.M., ; and will meet every Tuesday and Thursday at the same 
hour. 

* Outline op Study. — ^This Course will commence with an 
Exposition of the first principles of Mathematical Reasoning, 
Algebraic as well as Geometric, and in Greometry, will advance 
steadily through the ordinary books of Euclid, whilst the 
development of Algebra will be less regular, being determined 
to some extent by the class itself. 

'Exercises and Examinations will test the progress of the 
Class. 

* Class op Logic and Metaphysics, . PROFESSOR ERASER. 

* This class will open on Tuesday, the 17 th November, at Three 
o'clock P.M. ; and will meet every Tuesday and Thursday at the sarne 
hour, 

'Outline of study. — In the early part of the Session, 
Exposition of the Elements of Logic, or the Science of 
Inference, with Exercises in conclusive and fallacious Reason- 
ing. Afterwards, in Metaphysics, the nature, and limits of our 
Knowledge of the Material World, of ourselves and our 
Destiny, and of God. 

* Text-Books. — In Logic — Jevon's " Elementary Lessons." 
In Meta]>hysics — Professor Eraser's " Selections from Berkeley, 
with an Introduction and Notes " (to be published in October). 

' Class (Senior) op Moral Philosophy, 
* PROFESSOR CALDERWOOD. 

*(P0B FORMER STUDENTS OP MORAL PHILOSOPHY EXCLUSIVELY). 

* This Class mil open on Monday, the I6th November, at half -past 
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One o'clock p.m. ; and vdU meet every Monday and Friday at the 
same hour, 

* Outline of Study. — Problems and discussions of Ancient 
Ethical Philosophy concerning Virtue, the Government of 
Life, and the Chief Good, as presented in the Protagoras and 
Repvhlic of Plato, in the EiMca of Aristotle, and in the 
systems of the Stoics and Epicureans. Comparison of these 
with modem problems and methods of investigation, involving 
an outline of Modem Ethical Philosophy. 

* Class op Biblical Criiicism and Biblical Antiquities, 

'PROFESSOR CHARTERIS. 

^ThU Glass wUl open on Tuesday the 17 th November, at Three 
o^clock, P.M. ; and will meet ev&i-y Tuesday and Thursday at the same 
hoar. 

* Outline op Study. — Lectures will be delivered on — 1. 
The Fourth Gospel, and controversies concerning its date, 
authorship, etc., with notes on all the passages of special 
interest. 2. History and Characteristics of the Canon of the 
Old Testament. 3. The Historical Books ef the Old Testa- 
ment. 

'It is proposed to devote most of the lectures to the first 
subject. Knowledge of Greek or Hebrew will not be required 
for intelligent hearing of the class lectures. At the same 
time, it is proposed that those who are able to read the Greek 
Testament shall receive, in addition to the lectures, some 
guidance and help in special studies. 

* Class op Latin (Senior), PROFESSOR SELLAR. 

* This Class wiU open on Monday, the I6th Novernber, at half-past 
Three o'clock p.m.; and %oiU meet every Monda^f, Wednesday, and 
Friday, at the same honr. 

' Outline of Study. — It is intended that this Class should 
meet twice a week, for reading parts of the same authors as are 
read in the Senior Humanity Glass in the University; and 
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that a lecture should be given by the Professor once a week, 
either on the special authors read, or on the general history of 
Latin literature. The books read will be some book of the 
Odes or Epistles of Horace, of the Georgics of Virgil, parts of 
Cicero, and of the Annals of Tacitus. As all these subjects 
cannot be overtaken at the ordinary meetings of the class, 
some of them will be prescribed for voluntary reading. 
Weekly exercises in Latin prose will be set, and the class 
will be asked to prepare for examination portions of Eoman 
history. 

'In the session of 1875-76 there will be a Class op Greek, 
conducted by Professor Blackie. Students who join this 
class will be expected to be able to commence by reading some 
such book as Cebetis tahvla, the Apology of SocrateSy or the 
Memorabilia of Xenophon, and afterwards to go on to Homer. 

' Each course of study will extend over a period of twenty 
weeks, and will be conducted by the Professors on the methods 
proved by experience to be best suited for the different 
subjects. Text-books and practical arrangements will be 
mentioned in the opening Lectures. 

* The fee for each course will be £2 2s., and the courses will 
be quite independent of each other. 

* Prizes and Certificates will be given as follows : — 

^In each class it is proposed to offer three Prizes to the 
Students holding the fi.rst, second, and third places ; in Classes 
above forty-five an additional Prize for every fifteen Students 
will be given. The prizes will be books ; but any prize-holder 
will be allowed to choose one Class-Ticket instead of a book, 
provided that she intimates her preference for the former 
at the time when the names are announced. In addition 
to these Prizes, two kinds of Certificates will be given : the first 
for attendance and work, the second for simple attendance. 
In order to secure perfect freedom in criticising work, and 
absolute impartiality in awarding Prizes and Certificates, 
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Students will be known throughout the Session by numbers 
only. 

*A free ticket^ for the use of a Governess accompanying 
not fewer than two pupils, will be granted to any Ladies' 
School, on application to the Secretary. This privilege extends 
to all the Classes. 

'Students imder seventeen years of age will be admitted 
only on passing a preliminary examination, or on producing 
a Certificate from the University Local Examiners or from 
the Society of Arts. Foreign Certificates of a satisfactory 
nature will be accepted. 

'Class Tickets may be obtained from Messrs Edmonston 
and Douglas, Princes Street. Students are particularly re- 
quested to give their full names and addresses for enrolment, 
in order to prevent confusion at the close of the Session. 

' One of the Classes will meet in St George's Hall, Bandolph 
Place.' 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

'REPORT. 

* There is little in the history of the year to give variety to 
the present Report. Six classes were again held, numbering 
in all 239 students — a total which, while considerably below 
that of last year, is greater than in any other session since 
1869-70, and this in spite of there having been no class of 
Physical Science. The falling off, as compared with 1873-74, 
is of the less importance since the large numbers of that 
year were mainly due to the novelty and attractiveness of the 
course on Biblical Criticism — ^not so much to an increase of 
attendance in the classes generally. [The table of statistics 
seems, indeed, to show, in several classes, a marked degree of 
steadiness rather than of fluctuation from year to year]. Com- 
paratively, therefore, as regards attendance, last session may 
be viewed favourably. We still, however, have to regret the 
absolutely small numbers of some of the most important classes. 
The work done in the classes seems to have been satisfactory. 
Details will be found in the appended reports of the different 
Professors. 

* Four of the classes of last session will be repeated next 
winter; but there will, we regret to say, be no course on 
Biblical Criticism. The class of Latin will be one exclu- 
sively for junior students, conducted by Mr Strathaim, 
Assistant to the Professor of Humanity, and preparatory 
to that which, in the session of 1876-77, is to be taught by 
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Professor SeUar.^ A class of Greek will be held by Professcfr 
Blackie. 

* The frequent expression of a desire on the part of ladies 
for a course of lectures on Music led to our making known 
this wish to the Professor of Music. To our regret, however, 
he could hold out no hope of his being able to give such a 
course. 

*Dr Rutherford, Professor of Physiology, was asked 
whether, in the event of a requisition being presented to him,^ 
he would lecture to a class of ladies, and replied that at 
present, from stress of University work, this would not be in 
his power. The resolution of the meeting of July 1874 
(" That when the Professor declines to lecture, extra-academical 
lecturers, recognized by the University, shall be eligible as 
teachers of Association classes "), enabled us, however, to make 
a similar application to Dr M'Kendrick, Lecturer on Physiology 
in the College of Surgeons. This, we are glad to add, met 
with a favourable reply, and, except that fifty names have 
not yet been collected for the requisition, the arrangements for 
the class are completed. 

' At the meet^g of 14th April it was resolved to ask the 
Senatus to make Biblical Criticism an extra subject for the 
University Certificates for Women, i.e., to let it be taken in 
addition to the three in Arts required for the Pass Certificate. 
To this the Senatus has agreed. Physiology likewise may, by 
those who have attended the class to be held by Dr 

1 < Attendance in next winter's class will not by itself, %.€,, unless 
followed by attendance in that of 1876-77, entitle any Candidate 
for the University Certificates for Women to take Latin as one of 
the three requisite subjects of Examination. 

* ' In terms of a resolution of the General meeting of 5th April 
1871, classes not included in the Arts' Faculty of the University of 
Edinburgh can be added only through a requisition with fifty 
signatures. 
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M'Keadric^ be taken as aa additioaal subject of examina- 
tion. 

'.First Glass Honours in English Literature have just been 
gained by Miss Flora Masson, who last year obtained one of 
the ordinary University Certificates for Women. Miss A. C. 
Doyle has, after examination in English Literature, Mathe- 
matics, and Chemistry, received an ordinary Certificate.^ 
'By order of the Committee, 

*ANNE DUNDAS, 
•ELIZABETH HAMILTON, 
' May 1875. Secretaries 'pro tern, 

' Since the above was written a sum of £20 has been most 
kindly presented by Dr. Muir for prizes in the Greek class of 
next session. This gift we here beg to acknowledge, with the 
sincere thanks of the Association. 

'SESSION 1874-75. 

'class of ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

* The subjects of the Lectures were as in the Programme of 
the Session. 

*The work, in addition to Lectures, consisted (1) of a pre- 
liminary essay on a prescribed subject, done at home, and 
some exercises in the class-room, (2) of the exercises counting 
for competition for prizes and certificates: viz., three written 
class-examinations, generally of an hour and a half each, and 
two essays on prescribed subjects. 

'The class was, on the whole, a very good one; and one 
satisfactory feature was the steady improvement of not a few 
of the students in the course of the session. 

^ Miss Doyle has, since 1873, held the bursary of £30 per annum, 
given to the Association by Miss Houldsworth, which is this year 
to be offered to the best of the female Candidates at the University 
Local Examinations, on condition of her engaging to become a 
candidate for one of the University Certificates for Women. 
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Number of 

Students 

attending. 


Number who 

worked more 

or less. 


Certificates Received. 


Prises Gained. 


68 


46 

* 


Ist Class. 


2nd Class. 


3rd Class. 


- 1 

6 

(Marks 76 per 
cent, and 
upwards.) 


9 


11 


11 



* DAVID MASSON, Fro/essor.' 

'CLASS OP LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS. 

*The Lectures were chiefly in Pure Logic. Three written 
examinations were held in the course of the session, and two 
subjects for essays were proposed. 



No. of 
Students 
enrolled. 


Number 

Who 
worked. 


Certificates Receiyed. 


Prices Gained. 




1st Class. 2nd Class. 


3rd Class. 4th Class. 


fist (86 per 


(76 per 
cent, and 


(56 per 
cent, and 


(36 per 
cent, and 


(Under 
35 per 


25 


y 12 fully, 
21 ^ 9 more 


upwards.) 
6 


upwards) 
6 


upwards-^ 
4 


cent.) 
6 


4, 

■ 


cent.) 
2nd (82 per 
cent.) 




V or less. 










3rd (81 per 

cent) 
4th (78 per 
^ cent.) 



*A. C. FRASER, Fro/essor.* 

* CLASS OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 

* This class was intended exclusively for advanced Students. 
Twenty-nine ladies joined the class, of whom there were three 
who had not gone through the preliminary course. One 
portion of the class consisted of students in Ethics, of three 
years' standing; another portion, of students of two years' 
standing. The whole worked together as one class, with 
subdivision according to the term of previous study. 
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*In the earlier part of the Session, the Ethical systems of 
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, were studied in themselves, 
and in their relations to each other. The latter part of the 
session was devoted to a minute examination of the' Ethical 
system of Kant. 

'Throughout the entire session the whole class maintained a 
most gratifying interest in the course of study. Of its 
members, only four withheld from the work of examinations 
and essay-writing. Besides the oral examinations and three 
essays, there were three written examinations. The results, as 
indicated by the marks attained, were unusually high. There 
were ten students who reached ninety per cent, in at least one 
paper : five 'Who secured upwards of seventy per cent, in all 
their papers: and no fewer than twenty, out of twenty-five, 
who gained an average of seventy per cent., entitling them to 
First Class Certificates. Seven prizes were awarded, two 
of these having been kindly presented by a member of tlie 
Association. Of these prizes, the three first fell to students of 
three years' standing : the others were awarded to the four 
first students of two years' standing. 

'H. CALDERWOOD. 

* Professor, 

« ith May, 1875.' 



' CLASS OF MATHEMATICS. 

^In addition to the elements of Euclid, which formed the 
ground-work of the course, the class were made acquainted 
with the leading features of Algebra, including an introduction 
to progressions and logarithms, the use of indeterminate co- 
efficients, the Binomial Theorem, and probabilities. 

* The statistical table will show with what success. 

s 
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Number of 

Students 

attending. 


Proportion of 
working 
Students. 


Certificates Received. 


Prizes Gained. 


i 

1 

17 


jQf7fully, 
^"13 partially. 


Ist Class. 


1 

3 

1st, 80 per cent. 
2nd, 70 per cent. 
3rd, 60 per cent. 


(50 per cent, and 
upwards.) 

7 



* PHILIP KELLAND, Professor: 



* CLASS OF BIB L ICAL CRITICISM AND BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES. 

*I have to report that I conducted a class in connection 
with the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association during 
session 1874-75. The Lectures during the session were on the 
Fourth Gospel, and the controversies, critical, exegetical, and 
historical, connected with it. There were a few additional 
lectures, at extra times, to a portion of the class, on the 
grammatical peculiarities of New Testament Greek. The 
ordinary lectures were adapted to students who did not krow 
Greek : but very frequently additional suggestions or remarks 
were thrown out for the consideration of those who did (and 
these last were a considerable proportion of the class). The 
results, as seen by the examinations, were highly satisfactoiy. 
On one occasion, when the questions were identical with those 
put in my University class, the percentage of marks in the 
best paper, and the average percentage of all the papers, were 
exactly the same as in the University. Essays on two classes of 
prescribed subjects (one requiring and the other not requiring 
knowledge of Greek) were given in by about half the class, 
almost all of them showing considerable progress since the be- 
ginning of the previous session, and some of them being of great 
merit. The result of the session is to strengthen my conviction 
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that it is possible to present a fair outline of the leading 
questions of the day, divested of technicalities, to such a class 
as I had in the Association. The whole work of the session 
was very pleasant to me. 



Number of 
Students 
enrolled. 


1 

Proportion who worked. 


Prizes Gained. 


85 


25 per cent, had more than 75 per 
cent, of possible marks at the 
examinations, and wrot j all the 
essays. 

50 ])er cent, did the greater part 
of the work. 


In examinations, the Ist 
prize was gained with 
93 per cent. 

6th do. with 86 per cent. 

Six additional prizes for 
essays. 



'A. H. CHARTERIS. 

' Professor,* 

* CLASS OF LATIN. 

*The Class met during three hours in the week, one hour 
being occupied with the delivery of a lecture, two with oral 
examination on Latin authors. Three written examinations 
were held, one on the lectures, two on the work done in the 
class, and on work prescribed for voluntary reading. An 
exercise in Latin prose was given in once a week. The work 
read in the class consisted of the greater part of Horace^ Odes 
III., IV. ; a few of the Epistles, Book I. ; the greater part of 
Cicero, Tusc. Disp. I. ; and Virgil, Georgic II. ; and several of 
the Eclogues. 

*The quantity and quality of work done very much 
exceeded my hopes. Out of the sixteen attending the class, 
fourteen took part in, and prepared diligently, all the work 
prescribed; one of these, however, was obliged to leave the 
class before the end of the session. I have never had a class 
of students who seemed more thoroughly interested in their 
work. The best of them made as rapid and intelligent progress 
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as the best students in the University. The same lectures 
were delivered as to the senior class in the University, and 
the same examination paper was set on the subject. If the 
results of the two examinations had been combined, four 
at least of the ladies would have ranked among the first 
ten or twelve of the united classes ; and this notwithstanding 
the fact that the senior Latin in the University last session was 
an unusually good class. 

* While all worked well there was a great difference in the 
previous attainment of those attending the class. With only one 
exception, all those who obtained bigh certificates had attended 
the preparatory class in 1872-3 or 1873-4. The experience 
of this year has convinced me more than ever that this class 
can only be worked to advantage if a junior or preparatory- 
class is taught by Mr Strathairn each winter. 



Nnmberof 
Students 
enrolled. 


Number 

attending 

Examinations. 


Certificates Received. 


Prizes Gained. 


16 


12 attended 3 
1 „ 2 
1 „ 1 


1st Class. 


2nd Class. 


4 for ordinary 
class work. 

2 for exam- 
ination on 
lectures on 
literature. 


9 


4 


4 
with 
eminent 
distinc- 
tion. 


5 
with 
distinc- 
tion. 



•*W. Y. SELLAR, 
*Fro/e88or,* 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

NINTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

'REPORT. 

' During the winter session of 1875-76, the lectures were 
attended by 252 students. It is satisfactory to note an 
increase of thirteen on the attendance of the previous year, 
aud still more so to learn from the Professors* reports that the 
work was never better done. Not only were the examinations, 
on the whole, largely attended, but the number of first-class 
certificates gained was proportionately higher than in any 
former session. 

* Reference to the table of attendance discloses, however, a 
less satisfactory state of things, for it shows how very unequally 
these 252 students were distributed among the six classes held 
during the session. Two classes, English Literature and 
Physiology, numbered respectively 93 and 97, while those of 
Classics and Philosophy had not more than 20 students each, 
— the Latin class, indeed, falling far below that number. 
Am to Mathematics, there were so few students that the 
Committee felt it to be impossible to ask Professor Kelland to 
teach. 

* We are anxious to state these facts plainly, — nay, to dwell 
upon them, because they point to a state of matters not per- 
haps very well understood, and form the reason of our asking 
for a larger measure of public support. 

* Mathematics, which was not taught at all last winter. Clas- 
sics and Philosophy, which were taught to a mere handful of 
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students, belong to those disciplinary studies that are beyond 
all others in educational value. Courses in these must be 
repeated year after year with unvarying regularity, if the 
scheme of the Association is to be thoroughly carried out. 
Yet to do this, at the risk of such a disproportion between the 
number of paying and of non-paying classes as there was last 
winter, becomes a matter of increasing difficulty. For, since 
Glassies, Mathematics, and Philosophy arc not as yet self- 
supporting, they must be kept up by some form of endowment. 
Hitherto, they have been precariously endowed from the sur- 
plus income of more numerously attended classes, and from 
other extraneous sources. Buc we would earnestly urge the 
need of an increased Endowment Fund, in order to place these 
disciplinary studies on a more secure basis, 

* To show that our best students really value these classes, 
we have only to point to the selection made by those ladies who 
have gained the University Certificate. Since 1873 eight have 
done so, and in every case Latin, or Mathematics, or Logic, has 
been among the subjects taken up for examination. The num- 
ber of students who look forward to gaining Univeraity Certifi- 
cates at the end of their career will, we expect, steadily increase. 
They cannot, under present regulations, take up any subject 
which has not been studied in one of the Association classes. 
Therefore, in order to secure for the University Certificate its 
due value, as well as to give to genuine students what they 
most desire, the means of classical, mathematical, and philo- 
sophical training must be constantly supplied. 

*The Executive Committee has found it easier to collect 
money for scholarships, than to raiise funds for the better 
endowment of the very class.es which the holdera of such 
prizes are most likely to select. Its members were accordingly 
directed, at the meeting in January last, to turn their energies 
in this direction. Here they have met with much success. 
Two bursaries have been raised, one of £30 and one of £20, 
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eacTi tenable for two years by the best of the female candidates 
at the University Local Examinations, on condition of her 
studying for the University Certificate. Some progress has 
also been made towards collecting subscriptions for a bursary 
among the students attending our classes. They are asked to 
contribute, in the belief that they will welcome an opportunity 
of enabling others to obtain the means of instruction by which 
they have themselves benefited. The appended report gives the 
details of what has been done towards raising local bursaries. 

* Scholarships give a moral support to the Association : they 
make its work more national, and, through the University 
Local Examinations, they connect us with the general second- 
ary education of Scotland. But we have to remind you that 
scholarships do not add to the direct income of the classes 
Although 1876-77 will find us possessed of over £100 sub- 
scribed for bursaries, it will still find us asking for additional 
donations, whether to the current yearly income, or to the 
capital Endowment Fund. 

* We look forward to classes of Latin and Mathematics being 
held next winter, — also one of Greek, should twelve students 
desire it. A rule passed in January last, by which these 
classes may be carried on by Assistants, when the Professors 
are unable themselves to teach, will be acted upon next winter, 
should occasion arise. There will be no lectures on Logic and 
Metaphysics, but Professor Calderwood will repeat his course 
on Moral Philosophy. Dr M*Kendrick has kindly consented 
again to hold a class of Physiology. And it is with much 
])leasure that we announce, in a promised course on Economic 
Science from Dr Hodgson, a valuable addition to the lectures 
given in connexion with this Association. 

* There have been various changes in the Executive this year. 
Through the retirement of Madame Kunz, Miss Du Plessis 
from an ordinary member became one of the Vice-Presidents. 
Miss S. Mair was unanimously chosen to fill the vacancy thus 
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wade. Later, Mrs Hill Burton anDOunced her intention of 
retiring from the office of Vice-President, and the state of Mrs 
Crudelius' health compelled her to resign that of Secretary. 
These losses were learned with much regret, but we are glad to 
be able to add that Mrs Crudelius is still retained as an active 
member of this Association through her unanimous election to 
the post vacated by Mrs Burton. Miss Dundas and Miss 
Hamilton have become permanently, instead of temporarily, 
Joint-Secretaries, and Miss Houldsworth, has been chosen to 
till the place left vacant by the other changes in the Executive. 

ELIZABETH HAMILTON, ) ^ e . • 
ANNE DUNDAS. } ^^- Secretaries. 



'SESSION 1875-76. 

* CLASS OF ENGLISH LITERATURE,. 

* My class last session consisted of ninety-three students. Of 
these, about a third merely attended the lectures, but about 
sixty took part in the work of the class, attending the examina- 
tions, and giving in the prescribed essays to a greater or less 
extent. Of those who so worked an unusual proportion worked 

steadily and well. Hence, at the close of the session, an un- 
usual number obtained First Class Certificates. Thus, in 

addition to the six prizes for the ladies who distinguished 
themselves most, there were seventeen Certificates of tlie 
First Class, while fifteen took Certificates of the Second Class, 
and ten Certificates of the Third. Generally, I noted a great 
improvement of many during the session, shown in the superior 
answering in the later examinations as compared with the 
first. On the other hand, there was evidence in some cases 
of insufficient previous ti*aining or practice in English composi- 
tion and pointing; and several students took lower rank on 
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this account than they seemed to merit by natural ability. In 
this matter I refer chiefly to the essays. 

'DAVID MASSON, 
'June 20, 1876.' 'Professor. 



* CLASS OF LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS. 

* The lectures this session were in Metaphysics and Mental 
Philosophy. Three written Examinations were held by means 
of printed questions, and three subjects for Essays in Philo- 
sophy were proposed. Steadily continued and intelligent 
interest in the subjects of the course was shown by nearly 
all, while several gave promise of unusual philosophical ability. 
The number who shared in the work of the class was propor- 
tionally larger than in any former session. 

* The subjoined table presents the general results : — 



Number of 
Students. 


Number 

who worked 

more or 

less. 


Prizes Gained. 


Certificates Received. 


20 


19 


(75 per cent, and 
upwards. 

5 
1st (87 per cent.) 
2nd (84 per cent.) 
3rd (81 per cent.) 
4th (77 per cent.) 
5th (76 per cent.) 


1st Class. 


2nd Class. 

(50 per 

cent, and 

upwards.) 

5 


3rd Class. 


(65 per 

cent, and 

upwards.) 

6 


(Under 

50 per 

cent.) 

3 



A. C. ERASER, 

* Professor,* 

'CLASS OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 

'The number of Students in the class during session 1875-6 
was nineteen, all of whom took part in the work of the class, 
most of the number undertaking both the essays and the 
written examinations. 
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* The standard of excellence attained was high, and the 
whole work admirably done. One-half of the class obtained 
First Class Certificates. The possible total of marks was 350. 
Three students obtained upwards of 300 marks, two upwards 

■ of 290. 

*H. CALDERWOOD, 

' Professor, 

* 5th June, 1876.' 

* CLASS OF GREEK. 

' The class met three hours each week, one of the three hours 
being devoted to lectures or expositions by the Professor, the 
other two to readings and exercises by the members of the 
class. Lectures were delivered on select branches of Greek 
literature and Philosophy, specially Homer, Plato, the Greek 
drama, and Greek mythology. The first book of the Iliad was 
read and commented on by the Professor. The members of 
the class read publicly Cebetis tabula and Plato's Apology of 
Socrates, both from beginning to end. Besides this, short 
exercises from English into Greek, set by the Professor after 
the model of what had been observed in the readiness, were 
written, and corrected publicly twice a week. Some of the 
Students further engaged in special private studies, of which 
there were two courses, — the first in the first three books of 
the Meditations of Marcus Antoninus, and the second in the 
Prometheus Bound of Aeschylus. It will thus be seen that the 
general style of the teaching was pitched at the level of the 
second Greek class in the University. 

* Great diligence was displayed by the Students, and their 
English translations daily were marked no less by accuracy 
than by grace and fluency. Want of previous preparation 
rendered about two-thirds of the class unable to perform with 
success the exercises in composition ; those who did show 
a firm footing in grammar, made visible progress as the 
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session advanced. The labour that must have been gone 
through by those who prepared the private readings as 
well as the common work of the class, gives evidence of a 
praiseworthy zeal and determination. 

* Prizes were awarded at the end of the session, after public 
competition by examination papers. As the examination, 
— consisting of a passage of Greek, never seen before, to 
be translated, ad aperturam, and a piece of English to be 
turned into Greek, — implied a considerable knowledge of 
Greek syntax, only eight members of the class came forward. 
To four of these First Class, and to the other four Second. 
Class, Certificates were awarded. The prize money of <£25, 
given by the liberality of Dr John Muir, was divided into 
portions of £12, £8, and <£5, and given, along with books, 
to the prize-holders in order of their merit. 

«J. S. BL ACKIE, Pro/es5or.' 

* CLASS OF PHYSIOLOGY 

* I beg to report that I conducted a class in connection 
with the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association during 
the session 1875-6. The class met twice weekly, and towards 
the end of the course there were several extra lectures on 
the physiology of the senses. The course included a general 
account of the physiological anatomy and minute structure 
of the various organs, and a description of the great physio- 
logical processes. As far as possible the lectures were 
illustrated by diagrams, models, apparatus, and the demon- 
stration of microscopical preparations. The practical bearing 
of physiological knowledge on the laws of health and the care of 
the sick was frequently enforced. The attendance was large 
throughout the whole session, and great interest api)eared to 
be taken in the course of study. There were four written 
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examinations, but only three were taken into account with 
reference to prizes. The following table shows the results : — 



I Arerage ' 

- . , Number of Gained from Gained from Gained less 

J^^**" Students I 75 to 100 I 50 to 75 than 50 per 

»f ^ t who ap- percent of per cent, of cent of total 

?l^?i" i peared for totalnumber total number 
euroiieu ir„„.,:..„ ^f»,A-ira ^f n^o.iro 



97 



Examina- 
tion, 



60 



of marks. 



18 

Prizes and 

First-class 
Certificates. 



of marks. 



20 

Second-class 
X^ertificates. 



number of 
marks. 



22 

Of these, 14 1st, 
attended only 2nd, 



Pbizbs. 



8 

94 per cent. 
93 



two of the 
examinations ; 
4 attended 
only one 
examination ; 
and the re- 
m aininf? 4 
were under 50 
per cent. 



3rd, 9) 
4th,«:}88 
5th, 87 
6th,^ }86 



>* 



»• 



tt 



^JOHN G. M'KENDRICK.' 



* CLASS (junior) of LATIN. 

* During the session the class read carefully Ramsay's " Ex- 
tracts from Ovid," and Virgil, Aeneidy Books II., III., 1-300. 
Latin prose exercises, ehiefly taken from "Principia Latina," 
IV., and Sargent's " Easy Passages for Translation," were given 
out twice each week, and returned corrected. In these, special 
attention was paid to grammatical accuracy. This year to 
insure the utmost progress, the class was divided into two 
sections, and suitable work assigned to each. All the ladies 
entered heartily into the work, and the result was most 
satisfactory. Only two ladies, however, presented themselves 
for examination, one of whom obtained eighty-seven per cent, 
in a* paper of average difficulty. The others, owing to the 
short time they had studied Latin, declined to compete, but 
they all performed the exercises and readings prescribed. 

' I wish here to combat the notion which seems to prevail, 
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that a junior class necessarily implies mere elementary work. 
This, of course, would be the case, were students to come 
forward without a thorough knowledge of the grammar, for 
without this no real progress can be made; but when, as 
in the past session, the majority can proceed at once to the 
higher subjects, the work can only be compared with that of 
the junior class in the University. 

'GEO. STRATHAIRN.' 

As this work purports to be a memoir of Mrs 
Crudelius, it might end here with the Eeport issued 
one year before Mrs Crudelius' death. Up to the 
date of that report, June 1876, Mrs Crudelius occa- 
sionally appeared at the meetings of the Associa- 
tion ; her active participation in its business became 
gradually less and less, but her interest in its 
success ended only with her life. It is difficult 
here to avoid mentioning the zealous labours of 
Mrs Crudelius' assistants in matters of not strictly 
Association business, but business as important, 
and closely related to the Associations objects, 
such as the collection of funds for bursaries to 
enable students whose own means were insufficient 
for the object to study in the Association classes, 
the more extended use of the University Local 
Examinations, the provision of preliminary instruct 
tion for students, both in towns and in remote 
parts of the country, &c. 

As the very most modest and comprehensive 
statement of these labours, and also as furnishing 
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some instructive information of an uncommon 
kind on female education, the report of the Sub- 
Committee on Local Bursaries, appended .to the 
Ninth Annual Report is here subjoined. Results 
only are summarized in it. The writers say 
nothing of the hundreds of letters and other 
personal trouble necessary to bring about these 
results, which results may be considered the first 
germs of the now highly successful correspondence 
classes for both sexes, besides many other aids to 
study. 

'REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 

* BURSARIES. 

* At the January meeting of the Edinburgh Ladies* Educa- 
tional Association, the Executive Committee was directed to 
suggest the raising in country districts r.f bursaries, to be 
offered to the best candidates at the Local Examination 
centres of such districts, on condition of their engaging to 
study for the University Certificate for Women. In com- 
pliance with this direction, your Sub-Committee set to work. 
Feeling that circulars, even if read, would excite too little 
interest to be of much use, we preferred to write letters, first 
to the various Local Examination Secretaries, then to the 
heads of all the Ladies' Schools we could hear of, and also of 
such Burgh Schools as are attended by girls* The answers 
were so far satisfactory that, in general, the idea was con- 
sidered a good one — the plan approved of. But, on the other 
hand, the writers were apt to assert that in their particular 
districts, from ignorance, or indifference, or poverty, it was 
doubtful whether the plan could even be tried. The most 
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Batisfactory intelligence comes from the far north, where the 
idea has been not merely liked but adopted, — sl bunsary being 
actually guaranteed at Forres. To the head of an important 
provincial school we were indebted for the valuable suggestion 
that bursaries could best be supplied, not from separate local 
subscrij)tions, but from a central fund raised by contributions 
from all quarters. One of our correspondents advised that we 
should " endeavour to divert existing bursaries and prizes to 
our object " — a thing more easily said than done. The Rector 
of one of the foremost Burgh Schools in Scotland described in 
his reply a state of things which may be regarded as typical. 
He expressed deep interest in our endeavours, but such is the 
apathy of the town and district that he could give no hope of 
success in raising a bursary. This indifference to female educa- 
tion Be regrets the more because so many clever girls attend 
his school : — one in last session carried off the honours of the 
advanced English class. Things, however, are not improving 
in this direction, for when he entered on his present position 
he had a Latin class for girls, and carried them on to Horace 
and Cicero, but his boys* classes have so increased that this 
has had to be given up. This letter points to a new danger — 
that the efforts now made to ameliorate the secondary educa- 
tion of boys may divert the energies of teachers from girls. 

' As the Scholarships were in every case to be offered to the 
best of the female candidates at the Local Examinations, on 
condition of their studying for the University Certificate, and 
as there was no concealment of our wish that an increase in 
the number of such prizes might act as a stimulus to the Local 
Examinations, the correspondence had for one of its subjects 
the value of Certificates, especially those of the Local Examina- 
tion Board. A good deal of information was gained as to the 
actual state of public opinion in Scotland with regard to the 
Univemty Local Examinations, and as to the causes of their 
failure to excite here the same amount of interest as in 
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England. Our correspondents were generally agreed as to 
the importance of Certificates for ladies who intend to make 
teaching their profession, and the following extracts record 
experience which, doubtless, is that of many : — 

* " All my pupils who have been successful candidates (for 
the Local Examination Certificate) have had the intention 
of becoming teachers — some of those who did not succeed 
sought merely to test the accuracy of their knowledge. Two 
of the first four who passed . . . put their names on 
the Rugby Calendar, and got situations. . . . One of 
these returned after a year to be one of my governesses, and 
now she is in Paris. . . . The other is first English 
governess in a good school at St Leonard*s-on-Sea. A good 
proportion of her pupils passed the last Cambridge Local 
examination. Both these ladies owed their situations in the 
first place, entirely to their certificates. . . . The 
remaining two went to Germany, being sent there because 
their success at the Local Examination encouraged their 
friends to help them further. . . . One is now my own 
teacher here. Two others owe very suitable situations ta 
the Certificate." The same writer adds, "I have no doubt 
that most of the ladies have been only too glad of an oppor- 
tunity of studying for the University Certificate for women 
and that they would have been worthy of it.** 

Another Schoolmistress writes : — •* Two of my pupils passed 
the Cambridge Senior Local Examination sotne years ago, and 
had their names enrolled on the Kugby Calendar ; one of these 
obtained an excellent situation. I have read your letter to 
my teachers and pupils, and hope it may act as a stimulus to 
them " 

'In regard to the worth of Certificates as tests of a sound 
and thorough education, there was by no means the same 
harmony in the tone of the letters which we received. In 
proof of this we proceed to give specimens of the objections 
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made to preparing pupils for the Local Examination. Though 
these of course vary, there are common under-currents of 
thought running through them, which frequently, from opposite 
quarters, brought similar objections. 

* From some able and experienced teachers we received general 
criticisms, full of truth, on the manifold shortcomings and 
abuses of the modern system of examinations. Again, one 
lady wrote that, in her experience, "the trammelling effects 
of standard work in the mixed schools of the district are a 
great obstruction to the teaching of the higher branches." 

^ The heads of some schools prefer that their pupils should 
prepare for competitions within these institutions rather than 
for an outside examination such as the University Local. 
Thus the Head-master of a large school which sends candidates 
regularly to the Local Examination, yet writes, "Our best 
scholars do not go forward to the Local Examinations. The 
Trustees of the institution give medals in English and in 
French and German, and the pupils require all their time to 
prepare for the Medal Examinations, without taking anything 
else.' 

'The letters from which the following extract is taken, 
gives a different reason for not making use of the Local 
Examination: "I had hoped to send pupils year by year, 
but I have seen that this is impossible. ... I lose my local 
pupils just when they come to an age to compete, either 
because of the idea that they must " finish " under masters, 
or because parents desire their society at "home."' 
Others of our correspondents stated in almost identical words a 
similar experience, — adding that very frequently pupils come 
so badly grounded that it is long before they are equal even to 
the ordinary school work, and also that home influence is too 
often exerted against, rather than in favour of, the formation 
of studious habits. 

*We cannot but think that were the Local Certificate to 

s 
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take its right place in Scotland, as it has done in England, 
the above-mentioned diflSculty — loss of pupils at too early 
an age — might cease to exist. Instead of sending them 
elsewhere to ** finish," parents might be induced to leave 
their daughters at school till their Local Certificate had 
been obtained. 

'One lady, at the head of an important school, stated 
candidly, what other correspondents merely hinted at, but 
what pervaded many of their letters, namely, that Local 
Examinations are not popular among young lady pnpila She 
says that she ceased to send candidates, because ''when the 
scheme of competing for bursaries along with the gaining of 
certificates of honour was introduced, it savoured too much, for 
her pupils, of Government aid, and Normal Schools," and 
adds: — "I approve of both schemes apart, but I think it 
has been a mistake to amalgamate them. There was certainly 
much need of introducing a stimulus to girls to carry out their 
education more thoroughly and this end the Local Examina- 
tions, as at first constituted, were likely to have attained. But 
it will be found that these examinations will become mainly 
tests of a young lady's qualifications as a governess, thus 
depriving others of a much-needed stimulus." 

* We ourselves, on the contrary, believe that the misconception 
of the Local Examination here referred to, will be removed by 
time and the influence of example. As regards the competition 
for rewards, as that forms no essential part of the Local, which 
is a Pass Examination, none need be deterred from coming 
forward by the fact that rewards are offered. The comparative 
lack of such prizes has, we fear, been more effectual in keeping 
down the number of Local Candidates. Thus the head of 
a school in the country writes : — " I have tried repeatedly to 
nduce the young ladies attending .... to go forward to the 
Local Examination in Edinburgh, but have failed. A profes- 
sorial examination appears to them too formidable to be faced. 
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. . . Probably, however, the stimulus of a Bursary might 
induce some to go forward." 

* The following sentences express, we believe, the feelings of 
a large class of schoolmistresses at the present time ? — 

* " I have some young pupils of ability who are being 
educated with the view of becoming teachers, and it is my 
earnest desire to do my utmost for them, but, this being a 
private boarding and day-school, we have no examination by a 
Government Inspector, and having myself been educated at 
private schools, I feel that I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with the sort of training necessary for a public examination. 
I have for some time had a great desire to obtain more 
information on the subject, and have often thought that, if 
I had the opportunity of being present at some of the 
Edinburgh Examinations, I might learn something that would 
be useful to my pupils here. But I did not know any one to 
whom I could apply." ... 

* This Report thus seems to show that the Local Certificate 
is at present sought mainly by those ladies who are being 
trained as teachers. It was perhaps to be expected that they 
should be the first to avail themselves of its advantages ; but, 
while this state of opinion lasts, we cannot look for any general 
appreciation, throughout the country, of the value of Local 
Examinations. Their real value lies, not in testing a governess, 
efficiency (for this they are not intended), but in afibrding to 
])arents the means of ascertaining whether their daughters' 
work, either at school or at home, has been done thoroughly, 
and to young students themselves satisfactory evidence that 
what they have spent time and trouble in learning, they have 
learned welL 

* There are, however, we are glad to add, signs of the growth 
of truer views, and of a quickened interest in the Local 
Examinations. The heads of schools in various places have 
said that they will have pupils ready for next year's Examina- 
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tion. In three Edinburgh schools candidates have for the 
first time been prepared for the Examination in June, and 
from another school pupils are to be sent next year. Most 
encouraging of all is the fact that a class of ladies, numbering 
as many as forty-five, was formed here in spring for the 
purpose of studying for the University Local Examination. 
The members of this class have since then steadily carried 
on their course of preparation under an able master, and 
nearly all ' have entered as candidates for the Local Cer- 
tificate. The total number of candidates has largely increased 
this year, and those who know most of the history of 
Local Examinations in Scotland consider that their prospects 
have never been more hopeful than they are at the present 
time. 

*It behoves the Association to be on the alert in this matter. 
Much is about to be done for Secondary Education. The 
Universities Commission may report in favour of an Entrance 
Examination for the Universities, and, if they do, as far 
as boys are concerned the Local Examination may possibly 
come to an end. That it be continued for girls is of the utmost 
consequence. It forms for them the lowest rung of the ladder ; 
let it be our affair to see that the lowest rung is secure, and 
that the topmost one is high enough to tempt the boldest to 
dimb. 

* The only tangible result of this correspondence, as regards 
its immediate object, is the bursary for two years which has 
been raised at Forres. But it has led those who have earned 
it on to the conclusion that the best way to stimulate the 
raising of scholarships will be to adopt the proposal of a 
central fund, combined with the principle of grants in aid 
of local efforts. We mean : — Let a central fund, of say £60, 
be collected, and let this be broken up into sums of £10, 
to be offered, in two successive years, to the three places 
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which first collect a two-years' bursary of £20^ Thus, at 
comparatively small cost, a sensible amount of help and 
stimulus to local effort will be secured. 

* ELIZABETH HAMILTON. 
'ANNE DUNDAS. 

* MARGARET HOULDSWORTH. 
' June IS76,' 

As this ninth year of the Association's existence 
may be considered the last of Mrs Crudelius' con- 
nection with it, the rules by which, up to this time 
it had been managed, are here given. 

* R U L E S. 

* I sty The officers of the Association shall consist of a 
President, two Vice-Presidents (one professional and one non- 
professional), a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

* 2d, The President shall not be subject to change, but 
the other four officers shall retire at the end of four years, and 
be eligible for re-election. 

* 3dy There shall be an Executive Committee, consisting of 
the Officers of the Association and three additional Members : 
these three shall retire at the end of three years and be 
eligible for re-election. 

* 4:th, Any lady wishing to join the Association shall be 
proposed by a Member, who shall send in her name to 
the Secretary a fortnight before a General Meeting, and at 
that Meeting a ballot shall take place, one black ball in six 
excluding. 

^ 5thy At General Meetings nine shall form a quorum, 
inclusive of Officers present, and at Executive Meetings three. 

1 We understand that an effort is now being made to raise a fund 
lor this purpose. 
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* 6<A, There shall be four general meetings of blio Association 
each year held on the second Wednesdays of October, January, 
April, and July, in No. 5 St Andrew Square, at Three o'clock 
P.M.; notice to be given to the members three days before- 
The Executive Committee shall have power to omit one of 
these meetings, when there is no business to be done ; — notice 
of such omission to be given to the Members a week before the 
day on which the meeting would otherwise have been held. 

' Ithf The Meeting in April shall be considered the Annual 
one, when Reports shall be presented to the Members. 

' 8^A, Stibscriptions are due in October^ and should be paid to 
the Treasurer be/ore the January Meeting, 

* 9th, The Executive shall have power to call an Extra- 
ordinary General Meeting at any time, notice to be sent to the 
Members eight days before. Twenty of the Members shall 
have power to call an Extraordinary General Meeting, by 
sending a signed notice of the cause to the Secretary a clear 
fortnight before the time desired for the Meeting ; the Secretary 
to give notice to the Executive immediately on i^eceipt of such 
requisition. 

' lOth, Any Member shall have the privilege of bringing one 
friend at a time once only to a General Meeting, with a view 
to her being ultimately proposed as a member of the Associa- 
tion, if approving of the same; — strangers from a distance 
admitted without such ultimate intention. 

'llthf All matters of importance shall be decided by vote 
taken at a General Meeting, or a specially convened one ; but 
in the event of circumstances arising requiring prompt and 
immediate action, the Executive shaU have power to act on 
their own responsibility. 

' I2th, Any Member wishing to bring before the Association 
a motion on any subject, shall send a copy of that motion to 
the Secretary a fortnight before the date of the General 
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Meeting at which she wishes it discussed, so that notice of it 
may be given to the Members along with the other business to 
be transacted at such Meeting. 

* 13^A, The minimum Annual Subscription shall be 5s. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

THE ANNUAL REPORT. 

The best account of the changes, subsequent to 
Mrs Crudelius' death, is furnished by the tenth 
and last Annual Report of the Association issued 
in November 1877. 

' E E P O R T. 

^A LONGER interval than usual has elapsed since the 
aj)j)earance of the last Report, in April 1876. This is occasioned 
by changes in the Association made during the past year — 
whence also it arises that the present Report is addressed to 
a much larger body than any former one. These changes were 
resolved on and carried out after mature deliberation ; and in 
regard to them it is needless to say more than that the 
membership of the Association is now open to all subscribers, 
and that the management of its affairs is in the hands of 
two elected bodies, — a Council of Proi'essors and twenty-one" 
ether members, and an Executive Committee of nine members 
of Council. It is not, we trust, too much to anticipate that 
tiius remodelled and, greatly increased in number, the 
Association will henceforth have a place among the recognised 
institutions of this city, and receive for its plans and objects a 
wider and more cordial support than it has hitherto met with. 
In particular we hope that public interest may be so far 
awakened as next year to justify the Council in supplying a 
pressing need, by engaging and furnishing suitable class-rooms. 
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'The session of 1876-77 was opened by an eloquent address 
from Lord Gifford, and, with the exception of the Junior Greek 
class, all the classes previously announced met and were carried 
on during the winter. The list of courses included two which 
had not before been given — one on Economic Science from 
Professor Hodgson, and one on the Theory, Practice, and 
History of Education, from Professor Laurie. In regard to 
tlie latter it deserves further to be noted, that the course, 
delivered to a class composed largely of ladies preparing to 
teach, was in all respects the same as that which Professor 
Laurie gave at the same time in the University. The class 
of Logic and Metaphysics did not meet, in accordance with 
the practice which it has been deemed advisable to adopt, 
of alternating courses (of two years each) in these 
subjects and in Moral Philosophy. The total number of 
students (213) last winter fell below what it had been in 
the immediately preceding years, and several of the classes 
(including those of Latin and Mathematics) were small. Such 
details of the work of the session as have been deemed worthy 
of record, will be found in the appended statements from 
Piofessors. 

* The Council, soon after being constituted, turned its 
attention to two questions of pressing importance: — 1. How 
to arrange the recurrence of classes so as to form a curriculum 
of study; and 2. How to frame an educational test which, 
along with the University Certificate for Women, should 
more fully meet the requirements of students than the latter 
by itself had been found to do. For the results of its 
deliberations we refer to the four years* plan of courses, and to 
the scheme of the Association diploma. 

' The Scottish Universities* Commission began its sittings in 
the summer of 1876. Unwilling to lose this opportunity of 
furthering its aims, the Association asked that evidence should 
be received in regard to the higher education of women in 
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Scotland. This request was, after considerable delay, denied 
by the Commission on the ground that it was not empowered 
to take up the subject. A memorial was then presented 
to the Home Secretary, praying that " measures might 
be adopted for causing due enquiry to be made into the 
whole subject of the possibilities of University Education 
and Graduation for Women in Scotland, and the best means 
thereto." To this no reply beyond a formal acknowledgment 
of receipt was returned, and the matter had meanwhile to be 
allowed to drop. 

*In the summer of 1876 two bursaries (for two years) 
of £30 and £20 respectively, the one raised by subscription 
among members of the Association, the other presented 
by Miss Dun das, were offered to the best of the Honours 
candidates at the University Local Examinations, on 
condition of subsequent study for the University Certificate 
for Women. The first was won by Miss J. Dobbie, the second 
by Miss J. Menzies. This year the Houldsworth Bursary 
has been gained by Miss J. Craigie. Several bursaries, one 
raised by contributions from the students of the Association 
classes of 1875^76, the others given by private individuals 
are to be offered for competition next year, on conditions 
which hold out encouragement to the pursidt of various 
important special studies. To hold out such encouragement, 
and to bring the means of higher education within the reach 
of those who cannot by themselves obtain it, form so 
important a part of the work of this Association, that we 
cannot forbear &'om expressing satisfaction in the growing 
interest and success with which it is being carried on. A 
special word of thanks is due to those members through 
whose exertions local efforts to raise bursaries for the assistance 
of students from country districts, have been stimulated by 
the offer of grants-in-aid. 

' This review of the past year would be incomplete without 
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a reference to two events by which its course has been to 
us sadly marked. By Mrs Mair's lamented death, we lost 
one of the very first members of this Society, who gave 
it in its time of greatest need the support of her honoured 
name and steady attachment. Still more recently we have 
had to deplore the loss of Mrs Crudelius, to whom this 
Association owes its existence, and who guided its early 
course with a wisdom, an energy, a devotion, to which 
well-nigh all its measures of success is due. To say 
that such a loss is irreparable is to use no words of course : 
it is but feebly to express the feeling of all not wholly 
new to this Association, who had looked on Mrs Crudelius 
as simply indispensable to it, and had hoped there was in 
store for her recovered health — for us the advantage during 
many years of her active influence in our counsels. This 
hope has been bitterly disappointed ; and now we can but 
honour the memory of one whose service is done, while 
recording the high value set by the Association on that 
service, and gratefully acknowledging the faithfulness with 
which, even under the pressure of ill health, it was ever 
rendered. 

' By order of the Committee, 

*E HAMILTON. 
' Hon, Sec, 

'Since the above was written, we have learned with 
pleasure that Mrs Crudelius' name is still to be connected 
with this Association, through the Bursary which Mr 
Crudelius kindly intends to found, and of which farther men- 
tion is made in page eighteen. 

The ' Rules ' given from the Ninth Report were 
changed for the subjoined * Articles of Consti- 
tution' and ^Standing Orders.' 
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•ARTICLES OF CONSTITUTION. 

* 1. The General Committee of the Edinburgh Ladies* 
Educational Association shall consist of all Subscribers to its 
funds, together with those Professors of the University of 
Edinburgh who teach, or have at any time taught, in connexion 
with the Association, and the Extra- Academical Lecturers of 
the current year. 

2. There shall be a Council, consisting of the Professors and 
twenty-one Members elected (for three years) from its own 
body by the General Committee. 

* 3. Of the elected Members of Council, seven shall each year 
retire by rotation ; and of these, four (but no more) shall 
be re-eligible. 

* 4. The Council shall choose (also for a term of three years) 
from among its Members an Executive Committee of nine — 
live ladies and four gentlemen — three of whom must be 
Professors. 

*5. The Office-Bearers of the Association shall be a 
President, two Vice-Presidents (the one a lady the other 
a Professor), a Secretary and a Treasurer. 

' 6. The President shall hold office for life, and shall not be a 
member of the Executive Committee ; but the other Office- 
Bearers shall be chosen from the Executive Committee. 

* 7. Donors of £10, 10s. shall be Life Members of the 
General Committee. Annual Subscriptions shall be payable 
in advance on and after the 1st January of each ye^r. 

'STANDING ORDERS. 

* 1. The General Committee shall meet once a year, at the end 
of October or beginning of November, to receive ,the Annual 
Report, and to elect Members of Council. 

* 2. Three Ordinary Meetings of the Council shall be held 
during the year, in October, January, and April. Special 
Meetings may be called by the Executive Committee, or on a 
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Requisition signed by not less than five Members of Council, — 
which Requisition must state the reasons for such Meeting 
being desired, and must be sent to the Secretary one week 
before the day of proposed Meeting. 

*3. At Extraordinary Meetings no business shall be 
transacted but that for which the Members were called 
together. 

* Notices of Ordinary Meetings shall be sent to Members at 
least three days before the day ef Meeting. This shall also 
apply to Special Meetings, except in cases of urgency, when 
such reasonable notice shall be given as will enable the 
Members to attend. 

* 5. The notices shall in all cases specify the Place, Day, and 
Hour of Meeting, and detail the Business to be transacted. 

' 6. No discussion shall be allowed on the reading of the 
Minutes, except on the question whether they are a correct 
record of the buisness transacted. 

* 7. Notices of Motion must be sent to the Secretary within 
the first week of October, of January, or of April. 

* 8. No Motion not directly arising out of the discussion 
regularly before the Council shall be taken up, unless with 
the consent of three-fourths of the Members present. 

*9. "When only one Amendment has* been proposed to a 
Motion, the vote shall be taken betwixt the Motion and the 
Amendment, when there is more than one Amendment the last 
Amendment shall be put against the one immediately pre- 
ceding; the one which is carried shall then be put against 
the next preceding; and so on, till there remains only one 
Amendment, betwixt which and the original Motion the vote 
shall be taken. 

'10. In discussion of a Motion no Member shall speak 
more than once, unless with consent of a majority of the 
Members present 

* 1 1 The Council shall have power from time to time to 
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ap|)oiiit Committees for the transaction of special business ; 
such Committees to report either to the Executive Committee 
or to the Council, as circumstances may require. 

' 12. At Meetings of Council, nine shall form a quorum ; at 
Executive Meetings, three. 

The OflSce-Bearers under the New Constitution 
are. 

'PRESIDENT. 

' HER GEACE THE DUCHESS OF ARGYLL. 

'TIC E-P RESIDENTS. 

'Miss DUNDAS, Polton, Lasswade. 

' Professor MASSON, LL.D., 10 Regent Terrace. 

'executive committee. 
'Rev. Professor CALDERWOOD, LL.D., Craigrowan, 

Merchiston. 
' J. R. FINDLAY, Esq., 3 Rothesay Terrace. 
' Professor ERASER, LL.D., 20 Chester Street. 
' Mrs LORDiER, 1 Bruntsfield Crescent. 
' Miss S. MAIR, 5 Chester Street. 

'honorary secretary. 
' Miss HAMILTON, 16 Great King Street. 

'HONORARY TREASURER. 

'Miss LOTJISA STEVENSON, 13 Randolph Crescent. 

The table of attendance for the year past, 
1876-77, is as follows : 

'SESSION 1876-77. 

' CLASS OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

'There were three written examinations, and three essays 
on prescribed subjects. 
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Number 
Attending. 



Number who 
worked. 



71 



( 24 fully, 

ii< 20 more 

\ or less. 



Certificates Received. 



1st Class. 



13 



2iid Class. 



11 



3rd Class. 



20 



Prizes Gained. 



'^ 



'1st (80 per 

cent.) 
2nd (75 per 

cent.) 
3rd (65 per 
. cent.) 
4th (62 per 

cent.) 
Sth (61 per 

cent. ) 



' DAVID MASSON, Fro/easorJ 

* CLASS OF LATIN. 

' The Class met two hours in the week for oral examination 
on parts of Virgil, Horace, and Cicero, prescribed for prepara- 
tion. An exercise in Latin prose composition was given in 
and criticised at each meeting of the class. The fourth book of 
the odes of Horace, the first Georgic of Virgil, and the greater 
part of Cicero, Tvsculan Disputations I., were read during 
the winter. Three written examinations were held. 



Number of Students 
enrolled. 


Attended all the 
Written Examinations 


Percentage of marks 
obtained. 


8 

1 
1 


6 


83 
72 
68 
66 
64 
44 



*The class worked extremely well, and made steady and 
thorough progress. 

* W. Y. SELLAR, Professor: 
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* CLASS OF MATHEMATICS. 



Number of 

Students 

attending. 


Proportion of 
working 
Students. 


Certificates Received. 


Prizes Gained. 


10 


7 


1st Class. 


• 

50 / <'*°*- 


6 



' PHILIP KELLAND, Professor.' 



* MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 



* Work of the Class : — lectures, oral examination on days of 
lecture, three essays and three written examinations in course 
of the session. 



Number of 
Students. 


• 

Number 
working. 


Certificates. 


30 

• 


30 


1st Class. 


2nd Class. 


(70 per cent.) 
22 


(50 per cent.) 
1 



* H. CALDERWOOD, Professor: 

* CLASS OF fHE THEORY, HISTORY, AND PRACTICE OF 

EDUCATION. 
« 

' Three essays on educational subjects were called for. 

* Four written examinations were held in the course of the 
Session. 

* Of those attending the class a certain number entered as 
amateurs, with the view of supporting a new department of 
study. 
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Number 
attending. 


Number who 
Worked. 


Certificates given. 


25 


16 


1st Glass. 


2nd Class. 


3rd Class. 


7 


8 





* Of all those who worked, I can say that their work was 

most satisfactory. Several distinguished themselves very 

highly. 

S. S. LAURIE, Professor: 



* CLASS OF ZOOLOGY. 



Number of 
Students 
enrolled. 


Number attending 

Written 

Examinations. 


Certificates. 


Prizes Oained. 


19 


1st exam 11 

2nd do 8 

Seven students 
gave in papers 
for both exami- 
nations. 


let Class. 


2nd Class. 


3 for results 
of written 
examina- 
tions. 


5 


2 


Marks — 
81-0; 77*6; 
and 72 
r e sp e c- 
tively. 



'The lectures during 1876-77 were devoted to the considera- 
tion of both Vertebrate and Invertebrate Animals, but had 
special reference to the latter group. The entire series of 
seven papers given in for both examinations, displayed high 
average marks. On the whole, the work of the class was 
conscientious and satisfactory. 

'ANDREW WILSON, Lecturer: 
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V 



CHAPTER XXL • 

CALENDAR FOR CURRENT YEAR. 

The present session, 1878-79, the eleventh of the 
Association's existence was marked by the change 
from the accustomed ' Report ' of the previous 
session and 'Prospectus' of the approaching one 
which had been issued some years together, and 
others separately, to a thin octavo volume styled 
* Calendar of the Edinburgh Ladies Educational 
Association/ 

This neat little book, price One Shilling, is got 
up in amusingly close imitation of the University 
Calendar, to which it is a natural supplement. Its 
seventy pages contain all the information necessary 
for intending students in the Association classes, and 
an unnumbered page at the end affords information 
regarding the preparatory classes for the Edinburgh 
University Local Examinations and the Corre- 
spondence classes in connection with them, to 
which male as well as female students are 
admitted, and which owe their origin, as has been 
already stated, to Mrs Crudelius' faithful assistants, 
whom I fear to have oflfended even by this brief 
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allusion to them. A copy of the table of contents 
of the Calendar may be nearly sufficient abstract 
to satisfy readers of this volume. 

'CONTENTS. 

* Introduction, ... ... ... ... ... 6 

* Articles OP Constitution, ... ... ... 7 

* Standing Orders, ... ... ... ... 8 

'Office-Bearers, ... ... ... ... ... 9 

' Members OF Council, ... ... ... ... 10 

' HoNORART Members, ... ... ... ... 11 

' Life Members, ... ... ... ... ... 12 

' Table OF Attendance, ... ... ... ... 13 

* Class Honour Lists, ... ... ... ... 14 

* Curriculum OR Order OF Study, ... ... ... 16 

' Courses in the Classes, Session 1878-79 ... ... 20 

* Regulations *for University Certificates in Arts 

for W omen, ... ... ... .«. ... ^4 

* Holders of Honour and Ordinary Certificates in Arts, 3o 
' Ordinary Certificate Examination Papers, ... 32 
' Honour Examination Papers in English Literature, 49 
' Regulations for University Local Examinations, ... 52 

* Bursaries for 1877-78 and 1878-79, ... ... 61 

* Abstract OF Accounts, ... ... 64 

* Members' Subscriptions, ... ... ... ... 66 
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A copy;of the table of attendance for the whole 
existence of the Association may also be here 
oiFered. 



s a 



■^1 £S -a£2 : f IS := ; i | 


■ii-9«i niiSSi^iiiSSS: 


s. 


-9!.-9m S:S;2S"i.£rlii 


§ 


■»««i, 


s:sas:S:iii::s 


s 


■w-wst 


s ■ \ ; s \' S9 ■ ■■ :. -S 


i 


■SiZiSl 


s;ssi:sis::iii 


2 


■Zi-im 


SSSESi!ll:iili 


1 


-U-fliBI 




SSSE i r - i ; - 1 i 


■Ot-OBBI 


SHJSiiiiiiiii: 


1 


69-B991 


gas : 1 ! 1 i i i i : 1 i 


g 


»™, 


i i i i i i i ^ i I i - 1 


i 


i 
5 








■3 














^ i * 1 1 ■ ■ - • ^ ■ i ^ i 

iililiiiitl 1 





CALENDAR FOR CURRENT YEAR. 293 

At page sixteen is stated the 'Curriculum or 
Order of Study/ 

* CURRICULUM OR ORDER OF STUDY. 

' Students may join any one, or more, of the classes 
at their option, either merely attending the lectures or 
taking part in the work of the class. The classes may also 
be taken in any order that suits the convenience of Students. 
Ladies, however, who would take full advantage of the 
education for which the Institution affords means are earnestly 
recommended so to combine and arrange their classes as that, 
in the course of three or four successive sessions, they njay 
have gone through a curriculum in Arts as varied and sub- 
stantial as that required for the degree of M. A. in the Scottish 
Universities. It may aid them in making their arrangements 
to observe that the classes hitherto held in the Association 
permanently every year or at intervals, group themselves 
generally, by the nature of their subjects, into three Depart- 
ments : — Language and Literature, Science, and Philosophy, 
thus : — 

' I. — Language and Literatuke — English Literature, Latin, 
Greek, Biblical Criticism. 

* II. — Science — Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, 
Physiology, Betany, Geology, Zoology. 

* III. — Philosophy — Logic and Mental Philosophy, Moral 
Philosophy, Political Economy, Education. 

* Attendance in seven of these classes, with proficiency in 
their subjects as tested by Examinations, is the quali- 
fication for the full Diploma of the Association, which is the 
nearest equivalent possible at present to the University degree 
of Master of Arts; and such attendance might spread over 
three, or, at most, four sessions. But the first step towards the 
Diploma is to obtain the University Certificate in Arts, 
granted after attendance and satisfactory examination in three 
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subjects. It seems highly desirable that Students, in choosing 
the subjects in which they are to obtain this first University 
Certificate in Arts, should not confine themselves to any 
one Department, but should give themselves the benefit of the 
variety of study afforded by, at least, two; after which, in 
working for the full Diploma, they may proceed to four more 
subjects, as their special tastes and requirements may dictate. 
Although the Association cannot, at present, have classes in all 
the subjects every session, it has been, and will be, the 
endeavour of the Council and the Executive to arrange classes 
so as to represent each of the three Departments every session 
adequately to the demand, and, when a* subject in any 
Department has been omitted in any one session, to bring it in 
again after a due interval. For example. Natural Philosophy 
and Chemistry will probably be taught for some time in 
alternate sessions, while in other cases the interval may be two 
years. 

'With a view to the establishment of a cuniculum of 
study, the following general scheme of classes for four years 
was resolved on by the Council of the Association in 1877; 
subject to modification, when arrangements can be made 
for Classes of Botany, Geology, and Biblical Criticism : 

< 1877-78. — English Literature, Moral Philosophy, Mathematics, 

Greek, Natural Philosophy, Education, Natural 
History. 

' 1878-79. — English Literature, Logic and Mental Philosophy 

(Junior), Mathematics, Latin, Political Economy, 
Chemistry, Physiology. 

* 1 879-80, — English Literature, Logic, and Mental Philosophy 

(Advanced), Mathematics, Greek, Natural 
Philosophy, Education, Natural History. 

< 1880-81.— English Literature, Moral Philosophy, Mathe- 
matics, Latin, Political Economy, Chemistry, 
Physiology. 
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And at page sixty-four an Abstract State of 
Accounts, which it is perhaps proper to offer here 
as showing the successful and businesslike manner 
in which the affairs of the Association continue 
to be conducted. 

< ABSTRACT STATE op Receipts and Payments op Miss 
Louisa Stevenson, the Honorary Treasurer op the 
Edinburgh Ladies* Educational Association, from 24th 
October 1877,to 24th April 1878. 

* RECEIPTS. 
'Balance of Ordinary Income in favotir of the 

Association, at 24th October 1877, . . £91 16 2 
Subscriptions, including Arrears and Donations 

to meet current Expenditure, . . . 246 14 7 
Donation from Dr John Muir for Greekrclass 

Prizes, 10 

' Tickets for Lectures sold, . . . . 685 14 9 

'Interest, 3 8 10 

* Moral Pliilosophy Class Library : — 

Balance at 24th October 1877, . £0 9 10 

Subscriptions, 1877-78 . • 3 13 6 



£4 3 4 

'Zes5— Paid for New Books, 3 8 9 

' Balance received by Hon- \ 

orary Treasurer from ( 14. 7 

Misses Balfour and f 



Schwabe, / 



£938 8 10 



' PAYMENTS. 

* Professors' Fees, . . . £511 3 6 
' Books for Prizes, . . . 31 3 

* Special Prizes for Greek Class, . 10 
( Stationery, Printing, &c., . . 13 13 1 
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'Advertizing, . . . . 8 17 9 

* Rents and Attendance, . . 61 18 6 

* Auditor's Fee, 1877-78, . . 2 2 

' Postages and Incidents, . . 7 8 5 

643 3 6 



'Balance, £292 5 4 
' Composed of : — 

* Balance in Account Current 
with National Bank of 
Scotland . . . £287 4 
'Balance in hands of 

Honorary Treasurer, 5 5 



£292 5 4 



'ABSTRACT STATE op the Bursary Fund of the 
Edinburgh Ladies' Educational Association, as at 24th 
April 1878. 

' RECEIPTS. 

* Balance of Subscriptions to pay Bursaries on 

hand at 24th Oct., 1877, . . . £134 18 7 

* Subcriptions received : — 

' From Miss Dundas, to be com- 
peted for in June 1879, £50 

' From Miss Louisa Stevenson, 
to be competed for in June, 
1878, . . . . 15 

' From Miss Houldsworth for Do., 25 

* From Do. for 

"Houldsworth Bursary," 
1878, . . . . 30 

' From Association's Students for 

" Student's Bursary, . 2 



122 



£256 18 7 
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' PAYMENTS. 
' Bursaries Paid : 

*Mi8s Hobb, Grant in aid of 

Kingussie Bursary, . £25 
' Miss Watson, Grant in aid of 

Helensburgh, Bursary, 20 



45 



' Balance at 24th April 1878, being 
amount on Deposit Receipt with 
the National Bank, ex. Interest 



from Dates of Deposit, . . 211 18 7 



' STATE OF THE Endowment Fund or the Edinburgh Ladies' 
Educational Association, as at 24th April 1878. 

* Amount of Endowment Fund at 24th October 

1877, ....... ^617 2 5 

* Interest thereon from that date to 24th April 

1878, . , . . . , , 7 18 3 
* Amount of Endowment Fund at 24th 

April 1878, being sum on Deposit 
Receipt with National Bank at that 
date, £625 9 

* Edinburgh, 1th May 1878. — I have examined the Books 
and Accounts of the Edinburgh Ladies' Educational 
Association, for the period from 24th October 1877 to 
24th April 1878, and I beg to report that they give a correct 
view of the Treasurer's Accounts, which are correctly stated 
and sufficiently vouched. 

*AD. GILLIES SMITH, C.A: 

Thus Mrs Crudclius' work did not die with her, 
but lives, and, it may be hoped, will continue to 
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live, grow, and flourish, till it has fulfilled the 
purposes for which it was established. 

The writer considers her claim to attention fally 
justified, by what she has been able to show to have 
been done by a woman who died young and was 
always physically feeble. Little remains to be said 
of the subject of this memoir. In the Appendix 
will be found a small sejection from volumes of 
school exercises and miscellaneous writings all 
preserved with tender care by Mr Crudelius. 
Though their literary merit may not entitle them 
to very particular notice, they will be allowed to 
be of quite exceptional excellence, regarded as the 
work of a young school girl receiving merely 
the ordinary sort of culture of her day. This 
superiority seems to have been recognised within 
its narrow sphere. Many or most of the com- 
positions are followed by a few words in a 
teacher's hand describing the exercise as 'excel- 
lent,' 'remarkably good,' or in other like words. 
Had Mary M'Lean been a man, she would, during 
her student years, have been noted for a man of 
niark. Even the most fortunate women must lose 
many of their best years before their ability is 
recognised, for, they must almost all organise and 
frame a career for themselves instead of, as men are, 
being placed in an established course immediately 
on ending their student life. Mrs Crudelius herself 
believed her strongest talent to be for organisation. 
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and without making any allowance for her dis- 
advantages of sex and sickness, the writer thinks 
she has shown that Mrs Crudelius applied that 
talent as fully to the advantage of her fellow- 
creatures as any one could have done. 
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CHAPTEE XXII. 



CONCLUSION. 



The writer s care in editing, her endeavour to let 
Mrs Crudelius express herself in her own words 
on as many subjects as possible, has been 
unsucessful, if any general estimate of Mrs 
Crudelius' character is here required. A valued 
friend of Mrs Crudelius has addressed a 
remonstrance to the writer on inserting particulars 
which pourtray only the * Ordinary British Wife and 
Mother.' The writer's wish has been to convey 
to her readers the impression of a thorough woman 
of business who was also the 'British Wife and 
Mother' in an ordinary, though better than quite 
ordinary, way. 

Mrs Crudelius was devoid of any of that 
eccentricity supposed to be characteristic of genius 
and which helps to give point to a personal 
description. She was of a tall and erect figure, her 
face was pale, her features neither bad nor good. 
Her general appearance, before illness had com- 
pletely broken her down, was decidedly good. 
She described herself as * fond of dress.' Without 
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giving the subject any undue attention, she was 
always handsomely and fashionably dressed. She 
was a very skilful musician, had so strong a musical 
memory that she could play by ear a long piece 
only once heard, and at her house visitors were, 
German fashion, never asked to listen to any but 
good music, no tyro was invited to display her 
feeble powers merely to encourage conversation 
by her noise. 

Mrs Crudelius was always the conventionally 
correct hostess, kind and genial, but with no- 
thing in her manner or presence to lead, 
or permit any one to forget in her, the lady 
in the business woman. She was a very frank 
and ready talker — she called herself a great 
talker — and might have been so called by others. 
She had no fear of the sound of her own voice, and* 
no apparent shyness or diffidence either in business 
or social intercourse. But her English reserve was 
complete, and her horror of gossip strong and 
genuine. Private alBfairs or feelings were never the 
subject of her talk, and one never heard from her 
an unkind remark on any one, hardly ever any criti- 
cism of character at all. Her estimate of character 
was rapid and accurate, more so, perhaps, than deep. 
She looked at people with a view to her objects, 
which were not selfish, and measured them accord- 
ing to their capability of usefulness to her. Her 
first impression on a stranger was hardly agreeable, 
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her manner was too decided and lacked softness. 
On further acquaintance these defects were less 
prominent or were forgotten in the increasing 
attachment, and still greater confidence, which her 
peculiarly sterling character elicited. 

Professor Laurie writes of her at the time of the 
foundation of the Association. 'The amount of 
work done by Mrs Crudelius at this time was very 
great indeed. She was indefatigable, in corre- 
spondence, in walking and in driving from place to 
place (or rather from person to person) in pursuit 
of her aim 

'During the first two or three years after the 
formation of the Association I had very frequent 
calls from Mrs Crudelius, and knew most of her 
difficulties. These were numerous. Many ques- 
tions arose, but all were encountered by her in a 
very resolute spirit. Indeed I doubt if any other 
woman could have done what she did. Her 
energy, when you consider her delicacy of constitu- 
tion, was remarkable. But no amount of energy or 
zeal alone could have sufficed to carry on the 
infant institution. She possessed a grasp of 
principles, a comprehensiveness of view, a ready- 
perception of what was practicable as well as 
practical, sound common sense and good temper 
combined with a certain resoluteness of mind and 
manner, all of which were needed to carry the 
Association through its early difficulties. To these 
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qualities she united a frankness of speech almost 
daring, which compelled those with whom she was 
dealing to come to the point, and left behind her no 
misunderstandings/ 

Mrs Crudelius was a particularly good house- 
keeper. Hers wa3 one of those families in which 
all appears to go on of itself. She seemed always 
to obtain excellent servants and never to 
part with them, but in her house all the elegant 
minutiae, of which only a lady's eye takes note, 
was regularly attended to. 

She was excessively fond of flowers, and both 
in the small garden at Chapelside, and the back- 
green at 14 Inverleith Terrace, did some flori- 
culture, and her drawing-rooms were at all seasons 
adorned with flowers and plants of which she 
herself knew the whole history. A meal at Mrs 
Crudelius', whether formal or informal, was always 
thoroughly comfortable, and when a large enter- 
tainment was given, all was in the best style. She 
was a perfectly accurate, but also a liberal 
economist. Her first home at Chapelside was 
always neat and ladylike, the house in Inverleith 
Terrace handsome, and always in perfect order. 

The proper use of these advantages and resources 
constituted Mrs Crudelius' sort of tact She was 
perfectly unaffected, and, for herself, unambitious 
of social distinction. At the beginning of her 
career she perhaps exaggerated to her own mind 



^ 
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the disadvantage to the Association of her social 
insignificance, her commercial origin, and foreign 
name, connected with a firm in Leith. Leith, as 
every one knows, is socially far as the poles apart 
from Edinburgh. The disadvantages were real — we 
have seen how Mrs Crudelius surmounted them. 
She was too much absorbed in her enterprise to be 
aware of the large amount of personal prejudice of 
which she was the object, before she was really 
known. Each section of society in Edinburgh had 
its separate objection to her. Schools and teachers, 
with a few honourable exceptions, naturally regarded 
her as their enemy ; she, a stranger, an unknown 
young English woman, ventured to think she could 
supplement their efforts I At the beginning of her 
labours Mrs Crudelius strove more to enlist the aid 
of teachers than that of any other class of people, 
and with less of immediate success. Only after 
her objects had been fully attained did the 
scholastic interest in Edinburgh perceive that Mrs 
Crudelius' scheme tended to their benefit, not their 
injury, and in what town in the world is the 
scholastic interest so powerful as in Edinburgh ? 

The religious and charitable world could not 
extend to her the right hand of fellowship. She did 
not profess to work for any directly religious object 
nor yet for any so called charitable one. 

The position of women is a little improved 
since the time when good old Mrs Fletcher found 
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herself and a few other ladies opposed by the whole 
Edinburgh world in an endeavour to establish a 
society for succouring destitute women. 

In the absence of any poor law, a society or 
societies existed for the relief of destitute men but 
none for women.^ The few courageous ladies who 
wished at their own expense and trouble to supply 
the defect were hooted and abused and even openly 
censured by the municipal authorities, not because 
what they wished to do could be pronounced wrong 
— as how could it — ^but because being women they 
aspired to do — anything. This state of things 
has passed away, and the field of ^ charity,' mean- 
ing almsgiving, is in great measure abandoned 
to women. Mrs Crudelius' objects did not come 
within the sphere ; the charitable and religious 
suspected her an/i shook their heads at her, while 
society proper, the Upper Ten Thousand, when it 
ceased to ignore her, asked in its most sneering 
tones, " Who is Mrs Crudelius ? " — and the answer 
was not quite readily found. 

Mrs Crudelius was far too simple and downright, 
had far too much really ladylike feeling, to mix 
society and business, and her health was too 
delicate to leave her much strength for company, 
but as the Association gained ground her acquaint- 
ance was sought, at first slyly, and by very few, 

* See Lady Richardson's Memoir of Mrs Fletcher. 

U 
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afterwards by larger numbers, and by people in 
better position, and had she lived and regained 
health she would soon have had, socially, all that 
Edinburgh can give. She would never have de- 
serted old friends for new. She woiild gently have 
bridged over the gulf which divides Edinburgh 
from Leith, and without offending any one would 
have shown the Edinburgh world that Leith people 
may be bearable. 

Mrs Crudelius' unsuccess among teachers no 
doubt contributed in one way to the peculiar suc- 
cess of the Edinburgh Association. The English 
Associations, from which she must have drawn her 
first ideas of her work being in some instances 
organized by professional teachers, draw their 
students chiefly from the class who contemplate 
teaching as their mode of gaining a livelihood. 
Mrs Crudelius was sincerely and perseveringly 
desirous to benefit this class, both for their own 
sake and that of their future pupils, to educate the 
educators was one of her highest aims. But 
the educators showing no very strong desire to be 
educated, she could not but direct students to 
the fountain head. Thus it befell that while in 
England the students of Educational Associations 
are chiefly either teachers or the few exceptional 
individuals who have made up their minds to sacri- 
fice society and all its advantages to a life of study, 
the classes of the Edinburgh Association became 
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tlie fashion. To any one acquainted with the 
world it is needless to explain all the advantages 
of this distinction. The most obvious is the con- 
sequent attraction of the large class of the would 
he fashionable. But the superior order were not 
forgotten nor expected to join the classes chiefly to 
set an example. The benefits of the Association 
reached our most fully leisured class, of which the 
daughters must one day be the mothers of our 
magistrates, senators, clergymen, leading citizens 
of every sort, and yet whose youthful years are 
generally considered so unimportant that they 
are divided between miserable frivolity and deadly 
ennui. That class more significant to our futurity 
than any other, and more than any other debarred 
from expressing its needs, perhaps too ignorant to 
feel them, shielded by position and comparative 
wealth from the necessity or possibility of taking 
its share in the business of life, and so being 
moulded by experience of its realities, yet hitherto 
calmly set aside from all the elaborate and expen- 
sive culture devised for the parallel class in the 
opposite sex. 

Many had seen what an enormous advantage to 
this class some useful occupation to fill up the 
years between school and marriage would be. Mrs 
Crudelius applied her peculiar sort of .tact to ex- 
tending the blessing of mental employment and 
discipline beyond the date of marriage. She did 
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not argue that or almost any point. She would 
never have disputed the prior claims of the Wife, 
Mother, and Housewife; but she quietly pointed 
out when she had the opportunity the large amount 
of leisure remaining at the disposal of many married 
as well as single women — the fact of the great 
quantity of desultory reading done by both sorts. 
That circulating libraries and book - clubs were 
chiefly maintained by them, and she suggested that 
reading might be no less agreeable and perhaps 
more beneficial if directed and carried on according 
to some system. She was able to show the world, 
as many married as unmarried women in the first 
formed classes of the Association, the large majority 
being well dressed worldlike people. There was 
none of the cropping up of originals or oddities 
which some highly conservative persons imagined 
would take place. As has been said, the students 
were of all ages. As years have passed on they 
have naturally — so to speak — become younger. 
The older students have satisfied their needs and 
accomplished the duty of setting an example to 
others, and the students of the present day are for 
the most part young, under 25 perhaps. Many 
are married, and no one could feel any awkward- 
ness in taking her place in a class, although she 
chose to study at a much later age than that of the 
majority. 

Dr Arthur Mitchell has furnished me with the 
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following estimate of Mrs Crudelius' character 
of which he had peculiarly favourable opportunities 
of judging from the circumstances which he 
states. 

* Mrs Crudelius was for many years my next-door 
neighbour. It was during the earlier of these years 
that her mind became impressed with the idea that 
there was a defect in the education of women. 
While her views on the subject were still unripe 
I heard her often expound them, and I had 
opportunities of following them as they grew and 
widened. 

* She had a remarkably large and fine head, and a 
mind of corresponding power and character. She 
had great energy and perseverance, but she had 
something beyond these qualities ; she was capable 
of taking a comprehensive view of any question 
submitted to her ; she was not narrow or one-sided ; 
and she had confidence in the conclusions at which 
she arrived. This gave her much weight in dealing 
with others. She stated her convictions strongly, 
but those whom she endeavoured to influence felt 
that these convictions were the outcome of clear 
and vigorous thinking, as well as that they were 
honestly and earnestly entertained. She was, in 
short, fitted by nature to be a leader, and she took 
the place for which nature designed her. 

' It is impossible for me to think of Mrs Crudelius 
without remembeiing the rare gifts of intellect 
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which she possessed and which she so persever- 
ingly and unselfishly exercised for the promotion 
of the high object she had at heart. The work 
she thus did was attended with a greater success 
than she herself ever realised, and I believe she 
was never aware that she had attained a dis- 
tinction which only the few can attain. It is 
impossible, I say, with me to think of Mrs Crudelius 
and not remember all this. Yet memory brings 
her before me, more readily and by preference, in 
another light. She was as full of tenderness and 
sympathy as of intellect and energy, and she showed 
these with a delicacy only possible to persons of high 
and refined minds. While she was my neighbour 
a sorrow fell on my household in the sudden death 
of a little girl, who had been the playmate of the 
children of Mrs Crudelius. Twelve years have 
come and gone since then, but no year of all the 
twelve was born that did not find a wreath from 
Mrs Crudelius on the grave of her little friend. It 
was even there by her wish on the New- Year's day 
that followed her death. It would be easy to tell 
other things in illustration of this loveable aspect of 
her character, but nothing more is needed to show 
how tender she was in sympathy and how constant 
in affection. She was far more perfect than a 
merely able and accomplished woman, and perhaps 
those who knew her most intimately thought her 
even more distinguished for kindhearted and gentle 
ways than for intellectual power.' 
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At the last meeting of the General Committee 
on Saturday, 19th April, 1879, the name of the 
Association so often mentioned in this work 
was changed from 'The Edinburgh Ladies' 
Educational Association,' to 'The Edinburgh 
Association for the University Education of 
Women/ 
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E E S T. 

Rest, oh ! my wearied soul, pause, and take rest ; 
Fold o'er thy drooping pinions from thy flight, 
Nature is clothed in the sombre hues of night, 

Look, then, my soul around thee, and take rest. 

Where shall I find sweet rest ] Gro, look around. 
See now the wild flowers fold their varied leaves, 
The swallows in their nests beneath the eaves 

Sleep and repose have sought for, and have found. 

Flowers, birds, and beasts, all find their wonted sleep, 
But they are creatures who have not a mind, 
A heart that soaring on wings swift as wind, 

Descend, but not to rest, too oft to weep. 

The mourner o'er the grave of the blessed dead. 
The mother by the bed of her sick child, 
The sailor on the ocean fierce and wild, 

The wounded soldier — know a sleepless bed. 

Think'st thou that there is rest in this wide world 
For the unsatisfied longings of the mind 1 
The heart is like that sea, which moved by wind, 

Is sometimes soothed, anon with rage is curled. 
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Ah ! no, my soul, the brightest and the best 

Of sleeps that this world gives, too soon are gone, 
Unfold again thy pinions, and soar on 

Until thou dost attain the heaven of rest. 

In the dark lonesome grave to which we haste, 
There shall the sorrows of our minds be laid, 
There lie the ripened fruits — the buds which fade 

Before the trials of this world they taste. 

Wearied and worn, I feel, with grief and care. 
Too well 1 know the world in't to believe. 
Oh ! that the grave would open to receive 

And guard me from that world with jealous care. 

Look not astray, my soul, but to the west. 
Where the bright sun sinks in a golden bed, 
Beyond it lies the place where God hath said. 

The wearied souls of good men ever rest. 



THE FIEST SOKROW. 

Oh ! she was fair and beautiful as rose in summer time. 

But a rose that's nipped by earth's cold wind, could never reach 

its prime. 
For ten short years she stayed with me, my sister and 

my friend. 
And then an angel for her soul, from Heaven God did send. 

The roses faded from her cheek, her hand grew white and thin, 
But her eyes still flashed with holy Are that told of peace 

within. 
And she spoke of me before she died, but I was far away, 
And happy in a sunny clime, knew not that ill she lay. 

They told me not that she — my bright, my beautiful^ had died, 
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Bat a sister's love discovered what they vainly strove to hide, 
It came upon my spirit, like the night upon the day, 
Grief wrapped me in her mantle, while joy winged his 
flight away. 

Tliey took me to the chamber, where my sister was laid dead. 
Her golden curls lay floating all around her pillowed head. 
The long dark silken fringes lay upon the snowy cheek. 
And a smile beamed on her countenance, all holy, pure, 
and meek. 

Her soft pale hands were folded, and within them was a rose, 
A pure white bud — of summer flowers, the fairest one that 

blows. 
Oh ! 'twas a sad and bitter thought to think that she should 

die, 
So pure, so young, so lovely, in the dark, cold earth to lie. 

Then darted through my mind — full many an angry word and 

look 
I gave to her, before her God from us our dear one took, . 
Oh ! Alice, had I loved you more, when you were yet on earth, 
Your loss had been less painful; — but I never knew your 

worth. 

But we part not thus for ever — no ! — we meet in heaven above. 
Where all is bright and beautiful — where all is peace and love 
Where the bitter pangs of parting we never more shall feel, 
But before our Father's throne of grace, for evermore shall 
kneel. 

Time flies — and in its lapse will fade all other griefs and joys. 
And the heart will almost feel in many years that they 

are toys. 
But the memory of this first sad grief will ever with me stay, 
When life's other cares and pleasures shall all have passed 

away. 
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REVEEIE BY THE SEA SIDE. 

Twas evening, and the sun had sunk 

To rest, in clouds of gold ; 
The waves across the yellow sand, 

In soft succession rolled. 

The still repose of that sweet hqur 

Had tempted me to stray. 
And mix^d thoughts swept o'er my soul, 

Urged by the moon's calm sway. 

1 thought how often I had strayed 

Beneath her silver rays, 
With friends the best I ever knew, 

In happy by-gone days. 

Those friends ! — Tell me, where are they now ] 

Ah ! turn aside — Not far 
From this sweet shore, and I will show 

Where some of those friends are. 

A little church stands near the sea 

With ivy climbing o'er. 
A little churchyard lies around, — 

'Tis as it was of yore. 

Two little grassy mounds are seen 

With rose and lily fair. 
Which planted by Affection's hand, 

Are reared with tender care. 

Beneath the mounds, lie two, whose smiles 

Of infant joy and glee. 
Cheered the long, weary, walk of life. 

Ah ! they are lost to me. 

I had a darling brother — he 
Was called to battle field ; 
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I said * farewell,' — but little thought 
That there, his doom was sealed. 

And other Mends, as dear and kind — 

Some mingle with the world. 
And there await the fatal day, 

When Death's keen dart is hurled. 

Others are gone to join the God, 

Who loyed them from their birth, 
Perhaps they give sometimes a glance, 

At those theyVe left on earth. 

Perhaps those brilliant, sparkling gems, 

Contain some spirits free, 
That ever and anon, a glance 

Of love cast down to me. 

They all are gone — not one is left 

To cheer my lonely way. 
Alone I tread earth's sinful path 

Until my dying day. 

But why for that should I repine "i 

I have a Father still ; 
Teach me to say, O God, with faith, 

* I bow before Thy will ! ' 

And if temptation's evils darts 

Should cause me to repine, 
Help me to breathe, with dying breath, 

* My Father, I am thine ! ' 



CHKISTIAN PATRIOTISM. 

Patriots have bled, and toiled, and wrought, to save their 

country's laws. 
And, as their due, they have received the people's loud 

applause ; 
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To the sweet lyre, in charge are given, their names and deeds 

of might, 
And Sculpture, with her arm of strength, has made them stand 

forth bright. 
But for the men, who in the cause of God and Heaven have 

fought, 
Far fairer wreaths are destined, and thej are dearly bought. 
A patriot's blood, indeed, is spent, and well spent in a strife 
That gives his country freedom, although it takes his life. 
But martyrs, who in Heaven's cause, have fought and nobly 

bled. 
Are struggling for a brighter prize. Their blood is often shed 
In confirmation of our claim, to be divinely free. 
To walk with God in happiness and our bright home to see. 
And yet how few remember them ; they lived in humble life 
Till trials dragged them up to fame, and forced them into 

strife. 
No sculptured tombs of marble tell where their ashes lie, 
But persecutions soon have taught their wearied souls to fly 
To where the heavy burdened find a refuge ever sure — 
At once for high and. lowly, and for the rich and poor. 
And though th' historic muse may blame the cruelty which 

sent 
The pious sufferers to the flame, her tongue is never lent 
To speak the praises of the men who for their God have died^ 
Or listen to the voice of those who may be on their side. 



WINTER. 



Winter has many pleasures. Men may say 
That happiness goes hand in hand with summer 
And forsakes it not. They know not what they say. 
Winter has joys which are its own, alone. 

— Ah ! happy days. 
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When in my merry childhood, winter's hours 
Were welcomed with delight unspeakable. 
The driven snow piled up in dazzling heaps ; 
The ponds all frozen over ; the merry days 
And happy nights. I'll tell thee of such joys 
As I have felt them. Hast thou ever walked 
On a calm, cold, and frosty night, and marked 
The deep, blue tirmament sparkling with gems 
Of purest light ] When I have gazed on it, 
It brought on thoughts of happiness to come. 
It seems as though to cheer mankind on earth 
Grod has put little openings in the sky, 
To let us catch sweet glimpses of the glory 
Reserved for Christian men who keep their faith. 
Hast thou e'er dwelt on the margin of the sea 
And marked a winter storm ] Sublime and grand 
The angry waves dashing against the rocks 
That jut out in the sea ; then, bounding back, 
Meet waves and billows with a mighty force. 
And dash the spray, with seeming anger, o'er 

The awe-struck gazer. Well may it fill 

Weak, pow'rless man with terror and amaze ; 

The fierce wind, shrieking with its mighty voice. 

Rushes along regardless of all things 

That may oppose its rapid, headlong course. 

Well I remember ; 'twas a winter's night ; 

My parents, brothers, sisters, and myself, 

Were seated round the blazing ingle. 

The wind loud whistled along unheeded. 

All at once, a fearful crash aroused us ; 

Swiftly we sought the door, and swiftly out 

Into the meadow spread out before it ; 

And there beheld, low levelled with the ground, 

The spreading oak, beneath which we had sat 
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When little ones. That was the only grief 

That winter ever brought me. 'Twas a grief 

To see the tree which my forefathers planted 

Levelled with the ground. But last and greatest 

Of winter's joys ; the social company 

Of young and happy friends, to sit around 

Ihe cheerful fire, or else join in the dance. 

The curtains closed ; the bright warm flame shedding 

Its glowing light upon the youthful forms 

Clustered round it. No season has such joys, 

Such ' home-born happiness and heartfelt delights,' 

As Winter. I have lived for years, but ne'er 

Found joys such as thou bearest on thy wings 

Oh Winter ! Life is passing fast away, 

And but few winters still remain for me. 

Yet I will not repine and mourn at that. 

But think of the sweet, happy days gone by, 

And ever learn, with joy and gladness, t' obey 

My Maker while I live, and at the last 

To leave this world with sweet serenity. 

And bid its joys, its griefs, and cares, — Farewell. 



FRAGMENT. 



^* Yes ! there lies hid a magic spell 

Within each sacred name. 
The first our infant lips cai^ tell. 

The last they love to frame. 
And holy thoughts come winging back 

Of three bright visions given. 
To gild and cheer life's weary ti'ack. 

Mother, Home, and Heaven ! " 
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TO-MORROW. 

The moon shone brightly o^er the rippling waters, 

Till every wave seemed crowned with golden flowers ; 

Earth's smile beamed round on all her lovely daughters, 
And mermaids' songs arose from coral bowers. 

A queen-like vessel bounded swiftly over 
The deep, blue sea, and shouts of merriment 

Were borne along by whisp'ring winds, which ever 
Followed the ship that eve where'er she went. 

A long and toilsome voyage near accemplished 
Had made the seamen's hearts to bound with joy, 

The goal was nearly reached they had long wished — 
But brightest gold has always its alloy ! 

Dangers there are which have not yet been passed o'er. 
But these are never thought of in the hour 

When apprehensions of all kinds are cast o'er, 

And prudent fear beneath her wings doth cower. . 

* To-morrow ' is the cry which all are uttering ; 

' To-morrow we shall land on England's shore ; ' 
And every heart with joyous hope is fluttering — 

Alas ! * To-morrow ' they shall be no more. 

At midnight, dark clouds overspread the heavens ; 

The moon retired in terror at the sisrht 
Of waves which rose to mountains : rocks, which riven. 

Aided the terrors of that awful nisrht. 



*o' 



The morning sun again arose unclouded, — 
But what a scene of desolation there ! 

That noble vessel now is almost shrouded 
In the deceitful sea which seems so fair. 

w 
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The widow's wail is borne on o*er the billows, 
And echoes tell the tale of woe again ; 

The harps of joy are hung on weeping willows, 
And bitter tears are falling like the rain. 

To-day's the time we should perform our duty, 
Nor think of leaving it until the morn ; 

** To-morrow's " sun may rise in all its beauty, 
But wBf alas ! may then from earth be torn. 



LAMENT FOR THE BRAVE. 

What is the wild wind murm'ring overhead ] 

List ! till I tell you what that wild wind said, 

It spoke of a field of battle far away, 

Where thousands in their death throes gasping lay. 

^ Last eve, I swept o'er Alma's battle plain, 

E're yet the daylight had begun to wane. 

Oh ! 'twas a fearful sight, and yet I staid. 

Chanting a requiem for the mighty dead. 

Some of them lay with hands stretched up to Heaven, 

Seeming to seek the boon which was not given j 

Others had looks of proud and haughty scorn, 

Which still remained when life from them was torn ; 

And some I saw, whose looks of fear aghast, 

Were fixed on vultures when they breathed their last ; 

The wolves were feasting upon many a bone. 

Gnawing and crunching until it was gone. 

Then to another heedless of whose 'twas 

General's or soldier's, for rank they have no laws. 

One sat with looks of agony half bent — 

Why did he crouch so close ] His body's rent. 

Another, with his eyes upon his cheek. 

Was gasping ' water,' yet, he could not speak. 
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His life was ebbing quick and fast away, 

And death was coming, which no man can stay. 

Others again, did bite with teeth and nail. 

The ground all strew'd with dead and coats of mail. 

The moonlight streamed upon them from above. 

Through trees whose branches I then caused to move. 

Shading those bodies, with their staring eyes. 

The dead seemed laughing, and about to rise. 

— I left the scene, and swept o*er countries broad. 

Where a few months before these brave ones trode ; 

1 bore the news to many an anxious one, 

Of dead and murdered brother, friend, and son. 

Oh weep ! and let your tears like rain fast fall, 

From yonder battle plain, the dead loud call ; 

And yet it is no use — they'll not return, 

TJiough many breaking hearts for ever yearn. 

But sweetest balm falls from the Saviour's lips, 

To each sad heart, " He is not dead but sleeps, 

And though it is the sleep of earthly death. 

If they lived pure, and died in humble faith, 

In Paradise they're now with me in bliss, 

They've passed the grave, and with it Death's kins : 

Time heals the wounded heart, now therefore peace 

I give to you till I your hearts release, 

A nd then with your lost loved one ye shall be, 

And live in joy, and Jesus' bright face see.' " 

Thus spake the wind, in answer to my cry. 

And with a soft sad voice, swept swiftly by. 



In a few years, with all things 'tis the same ; 
They change, and die, and only leave a name. 
The bright green grass will grow o'er many a grave. 
Wherein are laid old England's young and brave. 
1 would not call them back, Oh ! no, they died 
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For England's glory, — Freedom was their bride. 
Though hearts lie buried 'neath that distant sod, 
They've left a name which ne'er will rest a clod. 
The flowers will bloom the brighter o'er their grave. 
The tree which overhead its branches waves, 
Will flourish bright and strong because 'tis fed, 
With life-blood from the veins of the noble dead. 



YOUTHFUL ASPIRATIONS. 

* The sea ! the sea ! the glorious sea ! ' 

Is the song of the sailor lad ; 

* Oh ! give me a vessel that sailetb swift 

O'er the waves that dash as if mad. 

* Ob give me a vessel that's all my own, 

And I'll roam o'er the wide wide world ; 
My home shall be, my own light bark, 
With its spreading sails unfurled.' 

' Hush ! foolish boy and talk not so. 

The sea is like this world of woe, 

Tho' bright it seems, and fair to be, 

There's a deep, dark gulf 'neath that foaming sea.' 

* To arms ! to arms ! 'tis the cannon's roar. 

It makes my heart bound to hear, 
Oh ! that I were but a soldier brave, 
To fight for my country dear. 

* I'd wrap my bright colours round my breast. 

And fighting, conquer or die ; 
My grave should be the battle-field, 
And the wind shall my requiem sigh.' 
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'Tis true ! 'tis true ! my own brave boy, 
That death in freedom's cause is joy, 
But that is not that glorious end. 
To which our noblest powers should bend.* 

^ Oh fame ! bright fame ! is the poet's song. 

When wilt thou crown my brow ; 
When will thy trumpet sound her blast, 

That the world my name may know ] 

* I will work — thou shalt see that yet I'll rise 

Above this grovelling earth ; 
Oh 1 when will bright star-covered fame appear 1 

She is all that life is worth.' 

Dream on, young heart, but still take care, 
Fame is not always sweet and fair. 
For the brightest flowers in her bright wreath. 
Have died inlialin;; misery's breath. 

There is a beauteous distant shore. 
Where the souls of the blest departed soar ; 
There are fame, and glory, bliss and joy. 
For the soldier, sailor, and poet-boy. 

There the soldier guards the throne of God, 
And the poet's song is ; * Praise the Lord ! ' 
The sailor sails o'er golden seas, 
And instead of storms, has a perfumed breeze. 

Before our eyes in weal or woe. 
On earth the fear of God must go ; 
If we wish to join that happy band. 
With eternal bliss, in the far oflf land. 

Canst thou tell the sweetest, fairest part. 

Of the bouquet carried on thy heart ? 

Is't not the bud, which an emblem gives, 

Of the young, pure heart, in a child, that lives ? 
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Spring is the beauty of the year, 

And each dew-drop at morn seems an angel's tear; 

And thus the purest, noblest mind. 

In the fresh sweet heart of a child thou'lt find. 

Then seek thy God, whilst thou art young, 
Give to him thy life while fresh and strong ; 
For as youth is employed, thou'lt see at last 
That thy great eternity will be past ! 



[The following is the sketch or scheme for a novel which was worked 
out under the title of * Wildemisse, ' and exists in several closely-written 
manuscript books, but was not completed.] 

. A YOUNG GIEL'S AUTOBIOGEAPHY. 

TO COMMENCE ABOUT THE AGE OF SIXTEEN. 

The chief incidents to be — 1st. A reverse of fortune from 
wealth to comparative poverty. The death of her father from 
a stroke of apoplexy, and her mother six weeks after from 
grief. Her career for two years as a governess. Her retire- 
ment and authorship consequent on the persecution of a gentle- 
man who admired her in her wealth, and in whose uncle's 
house she was unwittingly, for a time, domesticated as a 
governess. Her meeting with her future husband accidentally, 
and his sudden disappearance and reported suicide. Her 
marriage in desperation to escape from Patrick Seaford, and the 
appearance at the church door of her former lover. Her life lor 
fifteen months, during which time a daughter is born. At 
the end of that time her husband is brought home murdered. 
From the fact of his land being entailed, and his having 
squandered away the greater part of his personal property, 
his widow is reduced to almost as great poverty as before. 
Her second seclusion, and subsequent reappearance into the 
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world on the return of an uncle from Australia with great 
wealth, and who advertises for her as the last of his relatives. 
She goes to live with him, and finally meets among a circle of 
visitors at the Hall her former lover, whom she marries. 



FRAGMENT. 

'Tis strange how chance words bring to life the thoughts 
Which else in mental sluggishness had slept ; 

Thus did one word a spell around me fling, 
Until to quickened thought my soul upleapt, 

And answered to the outcast's echoing moan — 

Alone ! alone ! 

I passed along a narrow country lane ; 

Blue sky, green fields, sweet flowers, above, around — 
My heart as happy as earth after rain, 

When lo ! a weary wanderer I found, 
Who to my every question gave the groan — 

Alone ! alone ! 

I left the homeless one, but, strange to tell. 
That one word checked the current of my joy, 

For in my heart of hearts, like funeral bell, 
Sounded that dreary word — I knew not why ; 

I heard it echoing itself in full deep tone — 

Alone ! alone ! 

* Is it then so,* I cried ; * and can the fate of life 

Leave any human heai-t so desolate. 
^ay, by my troth,' I answered, * youth is rife 

With eager questionings. I'll study Fate, 
And learn if we by God's decree must groan — 

Alone 1 alone ! ' 
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I hied me to a village churchyard near. 
And saw a woman bending o'er a grave ; 

She knelt awhile and dropt full many a tear. 
Then went, so very calm, the world to brave. 

Memory and hope are left, though love has gone, — 

She's not alone. 

I passed away, and in the cottage door 

An old man sat, crippled and nearly spent ; 

But alternating with the look of pain 

A glance far upwards, hoping, watching, went — 

His all's in heaven, he will have it soon. 

He's not alone. 

I saw full many a troubled look of care. 

And many a heart I knew was sore with grief. 

But oft the look changed to a glance of prayer. 
And oft the heart found rest in the belief 

That God knew ^11. 

Then is my doom held in that word * alone,' 
That it should rest thus strangely in my heart, 

Or with a gentle lesson in its tone, 
Comes it to cure the gnawings of griefs smart 1 

'Tis strange the double life a mortal lives. 

The restless blank for happiness below. 
The whispered warnings that his conscience gives. 

The eager heart tossed ever to and fro. 

Strange how we men unite the earth to heaven 

The good to bad — Satan to holiness — 
Heaven's impulses to hell's deeds — the soul once shriven. 

And the sad memory of our sinfulness. 

Strange how our mental passions show their work. 
On the God breathed life — sin shadowed on the face, 
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Our secret thoughts iu every lineament lurk, 
And with too sure a touch their image trace. 

Strange how each man is wiser than his fellows, 
Each man's vague self-taught theory is right ; 

How each with wise looks, nods, and becks will tell us 
That he on some point has received God's light. 

Strange, too, this glory that men talk about, 

Strange, too, the diverse ways their search is driven ; 

Books, battles, science, art — the struggle's short, 
And some have said * All Glory is in heaven.' 

Turn inwards, outwards, strange things meet the eye 
And ear, and heart ; — sprung from our mortal sins — 

Showing how great a cloud earth flings on high. 
And how struggles only end where heaven begins. 

Is it because God made the men of earth 

Unequal in their likenesses to Him, 
Gave to each mind and body a different birth. 

Yet merged the whole in human life's broad stream. 

]Men feel unequal, and fiend-like breed strife : 

That is a part of sin's inheritance. 
In the hot race they give their precious life 

For glory here ; — but hell's lost penitence. 

O God ! how long will the corrupting stream 

Of wickedness o'erflow the drowning soul ; 
Canst Thou be deaf to human agony's scream. 

And let thine incorruptible to Satan roll 1 

The chilly dews of stagnant spirit life 

Cling coldly to my heart. The weeds have thriven 
In the damp rotten soil of earthly strife. 

And now they weigh my spirit down from heaven. 
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Lord, belj) me ! look not in thine anger, Lord ! 

At all the deeds done in my spirit's night. 
To bruised reed and smoking flax accord 

One glance to kindle darkness into light. 



ON THE DEATH OF THE BROTHERS GRANT. 

Bt L'ECLAIR 

Who shall doubt the truth of the Lord 1 

Who shall doubt His promise surel 
When into ploughshares they beat the sword, 
When death cuts life's Gordian Cord, 

Till then, and for aye, shall His word endure. 

Grief may threaten the heart to subdue. 

Sorrows are sent, the soul to try. 
Blessed be he that comes through them true. 
Purified, cleansed, and clothed anew. 

Fit fur the regions of bliss on high. 

Death frightens ever the worldly brave. 

To the carnal mind, hell lurks in his kiss, 

To the christian, sweet is the sight of the grave, 

'Tis but the boat that ferries the wave 

That parts him from the land of bliss. 

It is not sinful the lost to mourn, 

For * Jesus wept,' when Lazarus died ; 
Still when they have crossed the heavenly bourne. 
We should not feel as those forlorn, 
From whom all hope is ever torn. 

But rise from grief — faith purified. 
The three are gone — the Noble Three, 

Whose names were the watchword of charity, 
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As the bright sun dips *neath the foaming sea, 
So the light went out of the Noble Three 
On earth, but in heaven, relit they will be, 
Blessing and blessed to eternity. 

But still one bright reflected streak. 

Glimmers along through the valley green, 

Tis * Heart Memory,' gratitude pure and meek. 

In the hearts of the poor, for it, go seek ; 

In their tear-drops of sorrow, that sunbeam is seen. 

Then mourn them not, for as God is true, 

(Aid who may doubt his promised love?) 

If we live as they, we shall soon pass through 

This world and join the chosen few, 

Purified, cleansed, and clothed anew. 

Joined to those whom God gave us here to love. 

[Signed as are many of these poems *Amee L'Eclair,' with the addition 
in this instance of *aged sixteen years and seven months.' These 
selections are made from an immense number of juvenile compositions, 
many of them signed with some nom de j^luinej as if the idea had 
crossed the author's mind of their being published in some shape. 
Many also contain a statement as to the author's precise age (which 
varit^s from thirteen to eighteen) as though she had not been un- 
conscious that her early powers were beyond what is common.] 



^'ERSES TO R.W. C. (RUDOLPHE CRUDELIUS) 

At the age of sixteen and a-half. 
Hail to thy natal day ! 

Peace be upon thee ; 
May joy and gladness 

Hover around thee. 
Through life may heart sunshine 

To thee be e'er given. 
And at death, Hope, bright pole star. 

Point ujjwards to Heaven. 
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May every breeze that blows 

Breathe o'er thee gladness ; 
May every flower that springs 

Charm thee from sadness. 
May nature's voices 

Beguile thee of sorrow ; 
And thy heart, light in bliss, 

Be an endless to-morrow. 

Does trouble surround thee 1 

Look upwards to Heaven, 
From the depths of dark ocean 

Pearls the choicest are riven. 
And when hope penetrates 

Sorrow's black troubled waters, 
Thy heart shall rise light, 

Like a gem the sea's brought us. 

Is thy joy overflowing 1 

Go, share it with others, 
'Twill be doubled to thee, 

If it beam on thy brothers. 
Cherish faith, hope, and love 

Through thy life's every weather, 
They're the cords that shall bind 

Heaven and thy heart together. 

If the past has gloomed o'er thee, 

Think not of it now. 
Let the bright hopes of future 

Encircle thy brow, 
And when this, thy young present, 

Shall mix with the past. 
Let its deeds a bright radiance 

O'er memory cast. 
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Old Time's rapid river 

Is swift rushing past. 
Eternity's ocean 

Receives it at last. 
Let the impress it takes 

Of each deed, word, and thought, 
Be bright as the sunbeams, 

The dancing wave caught. 

Then each year that is past. 

Will to thee only seem, 
As the echoed remembrance 

Of some happy dream ; 
With * Excelsior ' thy motto. 

And ' Truth ' for thy goal, 
God's love shall illumine 

Thy heaven-seeking soul. 



GOD IS LOVE. 

Whate'er of earthly sorrow clouds thy brow, 

Methinks it speaks of Heaven ; 
Let not thy soul in too sore anguish bow. 

But think that God has given 
All that is sweet or sad. His own great ends serve. 
Let us the bitter meekly drink — the good deserve. 

Earth without trials would not feed our souls, 

The greatest joys may pall. 
When for our dearest friend the sad bell tolls. 

We have not lost our all. 
If to this present earth, perfection God had given. 
What could e'en His omnipotence have saved for 
Heaven 1 
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Does not God's love speak sweetly to us here 1 

Hark ! to the whisper, listen ! 
Thrill not the silent voices through thine ear, 

Tears in thine eyes, too, glisten 1 
Let us but bear our hearts to G-od's great throne, 
Pray Him to breathe on them forgiveness. They're His 
own. 

Do not the silent stars that rest above, 

Beam like the angels' eyes 1 
Watching with sweet reflections of God's love 

Us, from the deep night skies. 
Watching and waiting, lingering until morn, 
Hoping that from this earth, e'en one soul may return. 

Have not the flowers too, voices of their own, 

Telling that God is love ] 
See with what eager haste the seed that's sown. 

Creeps the dark earth above 1 
Creeps to the sunlight, — creeps to the stealing dew, 
E'en the light passing breezes, have their welcome too. 

But not alone God's love speaks to ns here, 

List to His awful power ! 
Hark ! how the angry waves roar on the ear, 

See how the dark clouds lower ! 
Flash not the lightning streaks into thy heart, 
As from their black-bound homes in angry play they dart 1 

Still though His awful power may fill with fears 

Love speaks throughout it all : 
Even to His justice memory brings the tears. 

Repentance oft doth call ; 
And with one glance of that Great Eye of Light, 
The black and bloody page of sin burns pure and bright 
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Oh 1 let us take our hearts aud humbly kneel 

Before His throne of grace, 
He waits to love us — waits that we may feel 

The love smile from His face. 
Time changeth all things that to earth are given, 
But there shall still remain, God and His love for Heaven ! 



F K A G M E N T. 

(to MARY ARMOUR.) 

As the sun sinks beneath the foaming sea. 

So may*st thou sink to rest, 
Leaving a trail of glory after thee, 

Thought of by all and blest. 
As the same sun in splendour at the dawn, 

Rises in light — God given. 
So may^st thou, when from earthly ties thou'rt drawn. 

Rise to God's love in Heaven. 



LYRIC OF LIFE. 

Whv idlest thou on earth 1 
Sinking so low in sin's dark treacherous ocean. 
Drinking so deep of Hell's Letheic potion. 

Forgetful of thy birth 1 
Does the thought never flit across thy brain. 
That what God gave — he calleth for again ] 

What is thy source of life 1 
I know that from the dust thy body springing, 
A visible substance round thy spirit flinging ; 

Seems with life's instinct rife. 
But when that body turns again to dust, 
Shalt thou to God, have given back all thy trust 1 
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Why wilt tliou wearying fling 
Back to God's lap, the life that he Lestoweth, 
Stained with ten thousand sins that Satan throweth 

As pleasure baits to bring 
Weak-livered mortals to his devilish heart, 
And strong browed sinners to his great soul-mart 1 

Ay ! and thy heart shall lie 
On the abyss' beatling edges quivering, 
Thy very lile-blood at the flame-depths shivering, 

Until thou turn and cry 

Life is no idle dream ! 
Rouse thyself and fling off* thy sluggish slumber, 
Let not thy being uselessly encumber 

Our struggling heaven-ward stream, 
There is no need for death to swallow life ; 
On then to battle, thy heaven lies in the strife. 

Earth ! sound the cry abroad 
That man his vital principles arousing. 
Gives up for heaven's vast bliss — earth's low carousing. 

And changes sin for God ; 
Fixes his steadfast eyes on heaven's bright shore. 
And shouts his watch-word — * Life for evermore ! ' 



BALLAD. 

I had a love — a little love 

So sweet and fair to see, 
Her curls fell on her neck, like light 

On the blooming elder-tree. 

She had a white and child-like brow. 
And eyes so blue and deep. 

As if from out the sunlit snow, 
Forget-me-nots should peep. 
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Upon the damp, sea-weeded shore, 

We stood — my love and I, — 
And looked from the waters at our feet, 

To the great and glorious sky. 

We stood alone with the moaning wind 

On the heather-purpled moor, 
Our hearts and the wind, 'neath Grod's great dome, 

Our feet on His heath-clad floor. 

We stood where her eyes and the heaven's blue 

Were mingled into one ; 
And we watched where the wild wild cataract. 

Prom its rocky home leaps down. 

And I turned, and said to my little love, 
(She was so dear to me), 

* Canst thou forget these lovely scenes 

And say, " My heart's in thee 1 " * 

Then up she rose, my own, own love. 
And her eyes burned into mine ; 

* My heart is very large,' she said, 

* And so I know, is thine. 

* I love the sky, and wind, and moor. 

And the old and storm-clad sea ; 
I love them all, but 'tis because 
I see them all in thee. 

* Them all in thee, and thee again 

I love in hopes of heaven. 
Shall not to us, who live in faith, 
Unchanging hearts be given 1 ' 

* Oh ! love iny love ! thy words shall live 

For ever and for ever ; 
Our hearts, the beautiful on earth 
May bind, but cannot sever.' 
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THE DEAD MAGDALENE. 

Lay her gently down to rest ; 

Closed the weary eye-lids now, 
Gone the care look from her brow, 

Folded hands upon her breast. 

Take no beauty from her death. 
Life had its deep weariness, 
Long and bitter loneliness, 

Almost shrouding Christ and Faith. 

Let the western sunlight fall 

Through the casement, opened there. 
Mingling with her golden tair. 

Falling o*er her like a pall. 

Lay the dear flowers by her side, 

Roses from the wild hedge -row, 
Violets just before they blow, 

Daisies from the river side. 

Cluster them among her hair. 
In its sunny tendrils they 
To the world may softly say, 

Look ! how human death is fair, 

None in all the earth had she 
To take pity on her woe ; 
Still the world to church would go, 

Saying, they learnt charity ! 

Penance did she all her life. 

For her one sad woman sin. 
And that she might pardon win. 

Bravely passed she through earth's strife. 
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God had mercy — man had none, 
And the dying Magdalene 
Seomed by sinners, knowing sin, 

Sheltered with God's holy Son. 

Thin and pale, and worn the face. 
But a radiant holiness 
Hid her earth born lowliness, 

With a glorious grace. 

They have laid her to her rest. 

Closed the weary eye lids now, 
Gone* the care look from her brow, 

Folded hands u^^on her breast. 

Christ and she have met above, 

Christ — who said, that loving much, 
She should be forgiven much, 

She — who trusted in Christ's love. 

He hath sheltered her poor heart. 
No more need of weary sigh, 
No more need for tearful eye, 

Christ and she shall never part. 



TRANSLATION FROM THE GERMAN. 

Upon a brooklet's border, 

Within a forest green, 
There stood a blooming violet. 

So lovely to be seen. 
But looking in the clear stream. 

She thus began to moan, 
* Wluit matters all my blooming 1 

'Tis for mvself alone.' 
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Then answered the blue heaven, 

* Oh why this constant wail, 
Are not the sun, moon, stars, and I, 

Beside thee in the vale ?' 
Then spake again the violet, 

* With all the glorious sun, 
"With all the thousand star lights. 

One still may be alone.' 

There came a brave young hunter, 

God's greeting give I thee, ' 
Tell me thou lovely blossom, 

Wilt thou not go with me 1 
With gentle nods and glances. 

She said * I'll be thine own. 
Ah ! only with a true heart. 

One cannot be alone.' 



TKANSLATION FROM THE GERMAN. 

When two hearts parting turn aside, 

Each from the other's love, 
They feel that keenest sorrow — 

A keener none can prove. 
The words ring sadly o'er and o'er, 
* Farewell, farewell, for evei*more 1 ' 

They may at first imagine. 

That love will soon decay, 
As soon will sunshine bright desert 

The noontide of the day. 
Still in their ears ring strangely o'er, 
* Farewell, farewell, for evermore ! ' 
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FKAGMENT. 

Still I am here ! The strange slow march of time 

Has dragged into the past another year, 

And I, drawn with it, stand upon a brink, 

Where all the vast futurity of life, 

Hangs on the offspring of this dreadful * Now * 

Where one stray look or word will plunge me down 

Into that gaping hollow far below, 

Where on the other hand, a steadfast eye 

And strong right hand shall bear me back to life. 

Courage my heart ! gird thyself with a will 

Immovable as mountains, and tear up 

The past experience of thine inner life, 

Bring it to light and heat — see how it bears 

The sunlight of the inclosing eye of right. 

Let it shrink e'er so little, take it back. 

And bury it deep deep from out thy sight ; 

Build not the future of thy spirit life. 

On the unstable ruins of the past, 

But with a lesson, learned with many teai-s. 

Go forth to battle 'gainst thy many sins. 

Remember, O my soul, this warning word — 

The past is no man's — it has gone to God, 

But the hereafter of each human heart 

Becomes his own when merging into Now, 

For a small space of time — just long enough 

To catch the tone of parting deeds and thoiights, 

And sway stern justice' scales, 'twixt heaven and hell. 



THE FLOWER QUEEN. 

Dear me'! what a rustling and shuffling there was in the 
garden. Certainly something unusual was in the wind. 
Lina sat at the breakfast table with her papa and mamma. 



342 MRS CRUDELIUS. 

but she had lost all her appetite through y^^^dering wha,t 
could be the cause of the extraordinary comZOotion in j^^r 
garden. Papa said it was the breeze whistling through the 
leaves on the rose bushes, but Lina knew the voices of the 
wind among her pots too well, to be satisfied with that, so she 
quietly slipped off her high stool and went away out to look. 
And there was a sight ! All the flowers of the conservatory 
had jumped out of their pots and walked into the garden, and 
there they were standing in rows along the path from the 
gate, bowing and curtseying to one another in the most 
graceful manner. The funniest thing was that although it was 
early spring, all the plants were in full blossom. Lina had 
gone to bed after watering them the night before, and she felt 
positively certain there was not a flower in the garden 
excepting a single snow-drop ; but there they all were — roses, 
lilies, geraniums, fuschias, and all — it really was very strange 
and Lina thought so too, as she stood with her finger on 
her lips, like those pictures of silence, which look as if it 
was so difficult a task to keep from talking, that they have 
to squeeze their lips together, to prevent themselves. There 
was a funny looking old woman, peering over the wall. Lina 
took her for a peony at first, for she had a light green cloak 
about her and a gi-eat crimson bonnet, and besides that she 
was hanging her head just as peonies do, but presently she 
perceived it was an old woman nodding to her. 'Old 
woman,' said Lina, * do you know where my flowers come from, 
or why they are here so soon 1 ' * Yes, pretty Lina, the garden 
queen is coming to-day, to inspect her subjects, so of course 
they were obliged to do her all due honour. She only pays 
this visit once in the hundred years, as it takes her all the 
rest of her time to travel over the world, and keep all the 
other flower tribes. If you want to see her you must get 
nurse to put on your white frock and pink bonnet, and sit 
in the middle of those great green leaves.' Off flew Lina to 
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nurse to tell the wonderful tale and get her dress on. But she 
could not coax nurse into a good humour, for she was vexed at 
little Willie spilling his milk, and nurses are terribly stubborn 
sometimes. Lina went to her mamma, who came out with 
her to see the funny old woman, but dear me ! there was 
nothing but a large peony bending oyer the wall in its easy 
graceful fashion ^Lina child, what are you dreaming of? 
Come into the house and don't let us hear any more stupid stuff 
about the flower queen ' Lina was very badly off ; she was 
certain the peony had changed into an old woman, and that 
mamma's flowers had ranged themselves on the wall, so she 
lay on the sofa and cried till she fell asleep. When she 
awoke the sun was shining much more brightly, and she 
found that mamma and nurse must have changed their minds 
for she had on a beautiful white silk frock, little green shoes, 
and a pink bonnet. So she slipped into the garden, and 
there found everything as it was, while she was talking to 
the old woman. Still there was only the big peony looking 
over the wall, but it gave two or three little nods to Lina 
as if to bid her welcome. She ran to the bottom of the 
garden to see if her little favourites the double violets, 
with their sweet smell were out. She had to search a long 
time, but at last she found them hid in the long grass. 
She begged them to stand up better, they were 
stooping so dreadfully the queen would never see them, but 
they told Lina that they dared not look up, for there was a 
beautiful white rose standing so near who looked so proud and 
haughty, that they were afraid of her. And there the rose was 
truly. She drew herself up and looked down at the moss and 
grass beneath her with the utmost disdain. No doubt she 
would have done the same to the little purple violets, but they 
were completely hidden, and though they smelt so sweetly, the 
rose never dreamt of ascribing the perfume to any flower but 
herself. So Lina ran off, for two dragon flies with their 
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transparent wings like opals in the sunlight, came flying over 
the wall to announce the approach of the Queen. Lina seated 
herself among the large green leaves as the peony 
woman, as she called her, had told her, and 
there was a little hollow among them which she just filled. 
So she crouched down, and her white skirt stood up like 
a little wall all round her, and she looked — I can't tell you 
how, pretty — a little lark thought so, for he flew singing down 
to her and perched on her pink bonnet, and sang a song 
in praise of the new flower for she was just like that great 
Jily that grows on the water, which is named for Queen 
Victoria. Presently a large band of trumpet lilies, came over 
the water. They were playing after their fashion, for 
they were getting quite a pink tinge from the violence of their 
eflbrts, but to Lina it sounded like — ^nothing at all ! Still it 
was a pretty sight to see them coming, hop, hop, hop, all in 
exact time, for you know their stalks were their legs, and as 
they had only each one, it was not to be expected they could 
walk like people who have two. After them came tiger lilies' 
for body guards, and large tulips who kept their services in 
reserve in case of any accident. Then came the Flower 
Queen 1 She was seated in a beautiful car, made of splendid 
magnolia blossoms drawn by eight birds of paradise. Over her 
head was a screen formed by hundreds of butterflies, flying 
close together, just as if their wings had been stitched together, 
and it really made the most beautiful screen that anybody ever 
saw. The Flower Queen had on a robe of moonlight, which 
is a kind of stuff made in Fairyland of a dark blue, and 
spangled with stars : you cannot take hold of it, and it looks 
like a beautiful cloud. She had long yellow hair witb a 
crown of stars. She carried a ray of sunlight, tipped with 
lightning, for a wand, and in case of wet weather she carried a 
leaf made out of a rainbow. Lina thought all this very nice, 
and wished she had some clothes the same as the Queen's. So 
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made up her mind to beg her papa to bring her some the very 
next time he went to the big city. Then she wondered what 
would come next, but she had not long to wait for that. The 
Queen stopped when she reached a small knoll not far from 
Lina, and said that she would grant each flower a request, 
t)rovided it was moderate. Then she proceeded, and had gone 
over a good many, when she came to Lina. Now, this Queen 
was not infallible though she was a Fairy, for she took Lina for 
a real water lily. That was not very wonderful, for when she 
was clean and good, she was really a very pretty child. So 
she asked what she would like, and Lina said * A ride in your 
pretty carriage.* So up she mounted, and they went on. 
After a while they reached the grass plot where the rose and 
the violets grew amid the moss and grass, ' Lily, is not that 
a lovely flower ? ' said the Queen. * Yes, your majesty,' said 
little Lina, 'But down there among the long grass are some 
little blossoms that I think far lovelier than the white rose.' 
So the Flower Queen touched the grass with her wand, and it 
fell apart and showed the sweet violets resting so softly on their 
leaves. * You are right,' said the Queen, * in one way, Lily, 
but we shall soon decide. I want a new flower for my home, 
I will choose one of these two, but let us see what each will 
ask for, I will judge from that. Little violet what is your 
wish ] ' * Lady — the glare of the sun hurts our feeble eyes, we 
live always in quiet nooks, where we bud, and blossom, and 
die in peace, away from the world. We pray thee shut out the 
light from us, and let the friendly grass, close again around us.' 
*So be it,' said the Queen, *What say you— white rose]' 
* I would have a new charm. Only this morning yon maiden- 
blush taunted me with the gift thou gavest her on thy last visit, 
and mocked at the pure snow of my petals, because, forsooth, 
they did not reflect a colour through their brightness, and, 
lady, take away the moss and grass, I like not such associates ! ' 
*I told you one request, you have made two. The first I 
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grant in refusing the second.' So saying the Queen alighted, 
picked a handful of moss, flung it over the rose saying, 
'Learn, proud beauty, thab the lowliest things can give a 
charm to the greatest. You were before simply a white rose, 
now you are, through the help of what you so much despised, a 
flower that will be the glory of its possessors, and the envy of 
all others, namely — a white moss rose. But you little violets 
come to my home, there you shall have shade, and all your duty 
shall be to shed a fragrance round your home. And Lily, learn 
that modesty and humility adorn the humblest with charms, 
that no rank or beauty, destitute of them, can emulate.' The 
Queen took Lina back to her leafy seat, and instantly the 
whole had vanished, and Lina, the lily, had as quickly been 
transformed into Lina, a little girl in a woollen frock and white 
pinafore, who was wondering where the Queen of the Flowers 
really lived, and if she could really take' all her violets. 
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